
Mozambic an peace talks delayed
.{ SEVENTÍi round of peace teìks
belweeo tbe government and tebels
waging a i,t-year-old civil war will
stârt on July 10 in Rome, tbe AII\Í
national news âgency reported from
Mapoto yesterdây.

It said a message from the ltaìian
goverament and Catholic Chureh me-
diarors coafirmed the n€xt round in
the yeâr-old talks would begin niae
days later thsn origirally scheduled.

The message said all parlies aeed-
ed more time to prePare.

Radio lÍozambique on Friday quo
ted a top m€diator ir the p€ace !âlkg
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as seying the ueÍl rould would in-
volve disputes over a Deìv llozam-
bique law on formi.og ârd registerirg
politicel parÌies.

The issue was the first item oo atr
agenda agreed to at the sixth rouDd of
telks.

)lozambique's foruerly ltarxist
ruling Frelimo party bas uldergone
democratic reforms iD the past yeâr
whìle bolding peace tâlks with rebels.

.{ Dew constitutioo that took effect
last December p€rmits oppositioo

parties and free elections, two hey
demands of the rebels klowu by their
Portugoese acronyrn Reuamo. It also
calls for freedom of speech and as-
sembly and a free press.

The war begal two years after
flÍozambique gailed indepeadeace
from Ponugal i.u 1975. Frelino hag
been the rulirg party siDce ttetr, ard
was the lone legal political orgalisa-
tiotr utrtil after lhe oew coDstitltior
took efÍect.

IÍore tban 600 000 people have died
iD the Ìvâr, which has left hàlf the
courtr-y's l5-miìlion people in need of
donated food.
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