
Renamo condemned for violating
Rome accord

Throughout March, üe Renamo bandlts con-
tlnued to attack the Llmpopo rall corrldor, UrÌldng
Ztmbabwe to the port of Maputo. fn Ílagrant vlola-
tlon of the agreement slg[ed between the Mozam-
blcan govemment and Rcnamo ln Rome on I
Decernber.

The lnterna$onal Jotnt VerlÍÌcaüon Comrrüsíon
(wc). whlch tsmonltortng the Rome agreement. met
on 8 March and strongty condemned the Rerramo
actlons. The wc stressed
that "deltberate vtolaüons of
the agreement are con-
sldered by the tnternaüonal
cornrnunlty as a serlous at-
tempt to htnder the ongolng
peace process as well as a
demonstratton of bad faith
by the úolaüng party."

It reJected "attempts tojus-
ttfy dellberate violatlons",
and reminded Renamo that
"on the basts of lnternational
practtce. the commlssion trs
the body to which the partles
are commltted to address
thetr complalnts".

The Jvc appealed to
Renamo "to refratn from acts
and declaratlons contrary to
the letter and spirlt of the
Rome agreement", and urged
it to cooperate fulty wlth the
comÍrüsslon.

At the tlme of thts meettng.
the latest conflrmed úola-
ttons of the accord were Íìve
attacks agalnst the Llmpopo Corridor ln late
February and early March. 'ït was not necessary to
vlstt the places attacked ln the Limpopo Corrtdol',
the.rvc Chalrman. Italtan ambassador Manfredo dt
Camerana. told AtM. "In these cases Renamo
declared that tt was responsible. so there was noü-
tng to vert$".

JVC "very concerned"
He sald all members of the JVc were "very con-

cerned" at the Renamo behavlour. "We don't under-
stand why Dhlakama took such a posttton. It's
unacceptable", he satd. (Intersiewed by the Votce oJ
Ametlca radto statton Renamo commander- in-chlef
Afonso Dhlakama admltted that he had gl,ven orders

Italion o'nrfussadcr Manffio di Cameraru.
Chairmon of ttte Jcint Verífcatiot

CommissÍon (AIM / Ferhot Momade)

to resume attacl€ on the Llmpopo Corrldor. and
threatened to do the same to the Betra.Corrldor
wtthtn 3O days).

"Ifyou stgn an agreement, you cannot deüberately
vtdlate lt, espectally f you have established an
tnternatlonal commlsslon. You have to respect the
countíes that are on the cornrnlsslon". satd Mr dl
Camerana. '"We are not an tnstrument of the
Mozambtcan gwernment. lvVe are an tÍrstrument of

the peace process.  and
Dhlakama should understand
that".

The Renamo leader "has to
take üe JVc s€rlousty. and not
treat lt as a Joke", added the
ambassador.

Renamo Justtfled its attacks
on the Limpopo Corrtdorwlth a
claim that Zlmbabwean troops
were st l l l  s tat loned at  52
separate places outside the cor-
rtdors ln vtolaüon of the Rome
accord.  (The Rome accord
restrtcts Zlmbabwean forces
operattÍrg ln Mozambtque to the
Limpopo and Beira Corrldors).

By early March. the wc had
tnvesügated l8 ofthe placeson
Renarno's ltst and had found
not the sllghtest evldence of any
Ztmbabwean presence.

The places investlgated were
Boane. west of Maputo: Guro.
Ca tand lca ,  Sussundenga .
Rotanda. Mavonde (on two oc-
cas ions ) ,  Espungabera ,

Machaze and Macate. all tn Manica provtnce; Chem-
ba, Chibabava, Machanga, Dlvlnhe, Buzl. and a
brrdge over the Buzl rlver Ín Sofala provtnce:
Mutarara and Changara in Tete proünce: and
Quellmane. capltal of Zasrbela provtnce.

"On the basts of what ourmtlttary experts told us,
It was reported that no Ztmbabwean troops had
been tn these places for a long tlme", said Mr dl
Camerana. (These mllltary elreerts tnclude ltaüan
colonels seconded to the Jvc. and mllltary attaches
from the embassles of several of the other countrles
represented on the commlssion).

Renamo had complatned that the Vertllcatlon
Commlsslon arrtved well aÍter they had made thetr
complaü:ts. But Mr dl Camerana told AIM "you
cannot wtthdraw a couple of hundred troops withtÍl
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the space of a few weeks without leaving some
evidence".

'The movement of a large number of soldiers is
vlsible - they have premtses, they have vehicles", he
said. 'These places are all small towns. Some
eúdence would be left behind".

Mr dl Camerana crlttclsed Renamo for proúdlng
nothlng more than a Ìist of placenames with no
specflc information on alleged violattons by the
Zlmbabwean forces. "If Renamo glves us concrete
details, then the "rvc could intervene immedlately",
he safd. "But we can't workJust on the basls of a
llst".

Just a pretext
''\Ve sometlÍnes have the impressÍon that thls is

allJust a pretext to create problems for the commts-
slon". he added.

The investlgaüons had been suspended, slnce
Renamo had said it was "not necessary'' to vfsit the
other places named in thelr complalnt, given the
ttme that had passed. 'They say they will present
us with another Ìist wtth more detalls. but they
haven' t  g lven us anythlng yet" ,  sald Mr dl
Camerana.

The ambassador descrtbed as "nonsense" at-
tempts by Renamo to redefine the corrldors so as to

exclude the maln towns through whlch they run. He
pointed out that it was only on 14 January, six
weeks after the agreement had been signed, that
Renamo had suddenly €ìrìnounced that Ít con-
sldered towns such as Maputo, Eleira and Chimoio
as Ìytng outside the corrldors.

"We cannot accept the idea that we have lots of
little corridors", said Mr di Camerana. 'The Limpopo
corrtdor starts ln Chicualacuala on the border and
ends ln Maputo, where the traln stops. It's exactÌy
the same for the Beira corrldor - it runs from the
Ztmbabwean border at Machlpanda to Belra
wlthout any tnterrupüon".

On 9 March, Mr dl Camerana, accompanled by
the head of the three-man Renamo team on the wc,
Pascoal José, ílew to Rome, at the request of the
Itaüan government and Cathollc Church medlators.
for dtscusstons wlth Dhlakama himself.

hor to thls meeüng Dhlakama held court, flrst
ln Natrobl, and later ln Rome itself, wfth a stflng of
western and South AfrlcanJournallsts, These lnter-
úews made depresslng readtng, slnce they showed
that the bandit chld had no tnterest in reachlng a
speedy ceaseflre.

Thus Dhlakama told the Johannesburg Süar, tn
an artlcle publlshed on 6 March, that 'Renamo

cannot accept a ceaseflre untll the pollt lcal
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problerns have been solved because the government
wlll usc the ceasdlne to rebuüd to Íìght Rcnamo."

Dhlakama propqsed what would eúdenüy be a
lengthy process of negotlatlon whlle the war dragged
on- '?lrst. there must be agrecment on the poütlcal
problems", he safd. "Secondly, we must dlscrrss the
dsterlc of the traruitüon perlod. Thtrdly. comes the
ceaseÍlre. and lastly we deirrand the presence of an
tndependent organtsatlon to supenrtse the country
whlle we have elecüons".

"No possibility" of peace this
year

Dhlakama saw "no posslbilfty' of arry agreement
before the end of 1991. Th,s amounted to a pledge
by the Renamo leader to go on wagtÍlg war agatrÌ.srt
Mozambtcan ctúltans for at least another rúne
montÌrs.

Desptte the lrnrnense amount of üme and effort
put lrÌto dtscus.stng the new pluraltst constituüon
last year, Dhlakama alleged that the Mozamblcan
government ls "not serlous" about multÍ-party
democracy.

He then attacked all other poltttcal parttes in üe
country as "creatlons of snasp" (the Mozamblcan

sccurlty scrvtce). thus tllustraüng that tn reallty tt
ls FlÊnamo that opposes plurallsrr and wlshes to
reduce M@ambtcan polttlcs to a conlllct between
ttscfand the FÌdlmo Party.

1tt 6 dtqpntch publlshed on March 7. the Rcuters
nervs agency quoted an tntervtew wlth Dhtakama fn
wtüch thc bandn chlef clalmed that "the Zlnrbab-
weans are all orrer üe country, 9f1sÍr íllsgutsed as
government troops". He put the numberof Zlmbab-
weans at an extraordtnary 25,OOO. (Accordtng to Mr
dl Camerana, the Zmbabweans' own flgures are
Just 5.OOO troops- 3,OOO üÌ the Belra Corrtdor, and
2,OOO ln the Ltmpopo Corrtdor).

The Renamo leadermade a slmtlar accusaüon on
the Portugues€ servlce of Rolúo Ftance Intemttlonal
on l5 March, saytng that there were Ztmbabwearr
troops'hidden lÍr Maputo. wlth Frellmo unforms".
(Fïelhro ts a pollucal party and does not have any
unforms: presumably Dhlakama meant Mozam-
bican arrny unforms.)

There could be no ceaseÍìre wlthout an overall
po[tfcal agreement. he Ínslsted, because the war
was caused by "ldeologtcal differences".

During Dhlakama's stay tn Rome, a hlgh-ranktng
US dlplomat. Jdfrey Davtdow, a deputy asslstant
Secretary of State. met wlth htm, tn an atternpt to
persuade the bandlt chlef to respect the Rome
accord. He dld not succeed: Dhlakama was orúv
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prepared to prorilse to leave the Belra Corrtdor
alone: he would make no such pledge over the
Limpopo Corrtdor.

Mediators conderÌn violations
On 2O March. the four offìcial medtators (Marto

RaffaelÌt. representlng the Itaìtan government,
Andrea Rlccardt and Matteo Zuppt of the Roman
Cathoiic lay charity, the Santo Egidlo Cornrnurúty,
and the Cathol lc Archbishop of Belra, Jatme
Gonçalves) lssued a brlef statement on their meet-
ing with Dhlakama. Thrs sald they had expressed
"profound concern in relation to the attacks carrled
out on the Llmpopo Corrtdoi', and restated üetr
"full confidence" in the Jvc (whtch Dhlakama had
earller insulted, calltng lts work "nothing"). The
medlators sald they were sure of the wc's abüty "to
make evaluatlons". and agreed "on the need to do
everythtng possible to strengthen the efÍìcary of the
verificatlons".

Dhlakama appears to have changed tacücs. and
no longer ilsted vast numbers of places where Zlm-
babweans ìxere supposed to be staüoned. instead,
he said that Renamo considered as vioÌattons of the
Rome agreement the Zimbabwean presence ln three
areas - Chimoio airport, Mapai and Combomune.
Nobody disputes that there are indeed Zimbabwean
troops here. but both Zimbabwe and Mozambique
believe that there ls no violation involved. Chtmoio
is on the Beira corridor, but its airport is just two
kilometres outstde the corridor ltmits: but if Ztm-
babwean troops are to fly in and out ofthe corridor,
they obüously have to use the e{sting alrports.

Mapai and Combumune are both stattons on the
Limpopo ratlway. But the small localities by these
narnes areJust outside the corridor limits - however
the Zlmbabweans need to go there in order to pick
up water (there is very little water readiÌy available
in this semt-arid part of the country). It was belter/ed
that this probÌem had been well understood and
accepted by all sides as far back as December.
When, in mldJanuary. Renamo presented the wc
with its list of places where the Zimbabweans were
supposedly stationed outside the corridors, this did
not include Chimoio airport, Mapai or Combumune.
So at that ttme Renamo did not consider the Zim-
babwean presence there to constitute úolations.

Mr di Camerana returned from Rome on 22 March
with a tentaUve date of 8 April for the next round of
direct talks between Renamo and the governÍnent
0ater postponed to l5 Aprll, to 26 Apnt and ftnally
to 2 May). He said that the start of the talks was
conditionaì on complettng the installation of a com-
munÍcatiorÌs system in Malawi that will aìlow more
rapid communications between the Renamo delega-
t lon in Rome and bandit commanders inside
Mozambique.
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Renamo to upgrade its JVC
representation

The ambassador sald that. at üe request of the
medtators, Renamo would lÍrcrease the sDe and
upgrade the status of lts representatlon on the uvc.
Up unttl then there had been three Renamo olïIcers
on the wc, who clalmed to be unable to take any
"poliücai" dectsions. They had also not been tn-
formed by the Renamo leadershtp of key decbtons.
includlng the orders to resume attacks on the Lim-
popo Corrtdor.

Renamo wtlÌ now send a polittcaÌ representatlve
to take part iÍr the work of tÌre.rvc, as well as what
Mr dl Camerana called "three or four milltary ex-
perts".

Towards the end of the month, Renamo suddenÌy
announced a unilateral three day bmce over the
Easter pertod. There has been quite a tradltlon of
such announcements of unilateral "ceasefires":
there was one durtng the Pope's vtsit to Mozambique
irÌ Ì988, anotherwas announced the following year,
allegedly to allow the dtstributton of food aid, and
Renamo has aìso sometlnes announced truces over
Xmas. These all have one thing ln cornrnon: they are
phoney. Such "truces" are exciusiveiy for forelgn
consumpüon: inside Mozambique the war and the
kllltng has gone on as usuaÌ.

So it was not surprising that the MozambÍcan
government reacted with scepüclsm. Foreign MlÍri-
ster Pascoal Mocumbi descíbed the Renamo "truce"

as "immoral".
"It's the same as saylng to somone'l won't iiilll you

today or tomorrow, but I'll ldll you later"'. he sald.
''What 

the Mozambican peopie are interested ln is
an end to the war, and the normalisauon of Me for
everybody'', continued Dr Mocumbi.

A posittve approach would have been to use the
Christtan festival of Easter as an opportunlty to
declare "a deÍÌnitive end to hosülities". or at least to
a l low Mozamblcan re fugees in  ne ighbour Íng
countries to return to their vi.llages. Dr Mocumbt
also suggested that Renamo could have taken up a
proposal made ln the past by religlous leaders that
they announce an end to all attacks on civilian
targets. "I would have considered such as attitude
as posltlve", he said.
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New conòt*ütion
ÁIM has produced, a, côúptetel engUsfr transta'

üon of the ne'rr Mozamblcan: constltutton, as
approved, by the Mozambican parliament in
Nqyember,,l
:' 'CoÈÍes 

arerávailablê:fiom AtM for one US dôllar
o r l , 000met Íca tseach . '  ,  , , ' ,  ,  ,  :

If orderrng through ttre rrait, ptea# aAd tin per
cent for po8tage; :, , .


