Rebels threaten to
end. Maputo truce

MAPUTO. — Pecace-
keepers monitoring a
truce in Mozambique’s
IS-year-old civil war
voiced concern yester-
day after a spokesman
for the main rebel
movement  said it
would stop observing
the ceasefire.

Portugal’s Lusa  news
ageney quoted Mr Joa-
quim Vaz, a spokesman

in Naitobi for the Mo-
sambique  National Re-
sistunce  (Renamo), as
saying the rebels would
resume attacks yesterday
On WO transport corri-
dors covered by the truce.

“Such declarations cre-
ate confusion, disappoint-
ment and concern,” said
Mr Manfredo Incisa di
Camerana. Italian chair-
man of an ecight-nation
Joint Verification Com-
mittce (JVC) sct up to
monitor the partial truce.

“We hope that the dec-
faration has been made
not by the real Renamo
chicls but by a Renamo
representative not having
the authorisation of his
own chiefs.”" he said in an
interview.

British ambassador Mr
Maeve Fort said: 1 hope
it's just sabre-rattling. It
would be extremely fool-
ish for Renamo to attack
the corridors.”™

The partial  ceascfire.
agreed in peace talks
Rome on December 1.
applies to two transport
corridors  linking  tand-
locked Zimbabwe to the
Mozambican ports of Bei-
ra and Maputo.

Renamo said in De-
cember it would stop at-
tacking the trade routes il
7000 Zimbabwean sol-
diers helping the Mozam-
bican army retreated to
six-km zones around cach
corridor  and  stopped
fighting on the govern-
ment side in other areas.

Mr Viz said on Wed-
nesday that Renamo had
decided to stop observing
the truce because the
Zimbabweans were not
complying with the agree-
ment. Refiamo says they
are operating in 52 places
outside the Beira and
Limpopo corridors.

Mr Di Camerana said

IVC military experts who

had inspected cight of the
52 arcas had found no cvi-
dence  to  support  the
cliims.

“The conclusions of the
commission are that in
these sites no Zimbab-
wean troops are present
and that they have been
withdrawn,” he said.

The experts would visit
the Limpopo  corridor
next week to check the
Renamo  claims, he
added.

Mr Di Camerana said
Zimbabwean troops were
technically violating the
accord ot the Beira corri-
dor town of Chimoio,
where a brigade of about
3 000 men is based. Their
base is nine km from the
town, outside the corridor
limits.

The commission con-
cluded earlier that Rena-
mo was “probably guilty”
of six violations of the
agreement.  —  Sapa-
Reuter.




