
Possible military reunification {OnJ . t6lZltl p.4
The key mtlttary men ln Mozambique spent several days ln a meeting chalred by President

Joaqulm Chlssalo, beglnnlng on February ll, and ln the presenc€ of the defenc€ mlnlster,
general Alberto Chlpande, commander-ln-chlef, general Antonlo Hama Thal, head of the army's
polltlcal dtvlslon, general Dduardo Nlhla as well as provlnclal commanders. Thls annual
conference, where the m ltary heads meet to dlscuss the forcres' acuvity durlng the prevlous year
was postponed once thls yeal,. about two weeks ago. The abolltlon of the "comfsscrtado poltttco",
the dlvlslon ln charge of poUUcaI educatlon wlthln the armed forc€s, ls expected to be dlscussed.
Accordlng to lnformatlon obtatned by The Indlan Ocean Newsletter, Presldent Chlssano ls also
snpposed to share with his milltary leaders at the conference certain political questlons the
government intends to broach with the Rencmo when negotiations recommence ln Rome. The
Mozamblcan Presldent ls ln partlcular expected to present a demoblllzatlon plan whlch wlll affect
3O,OOO members of the regular troops, and 3O,OOO members of para-mllltary forces and people's
mllltlas. Wthtn the framework of thls project, a natlonal ajmed force lntegratlng today's Renamo
rebels wlll be formed, based at Dondo, 30 kllometres north of Belra, In the c€ntral provlnce of
Sofala, whlch ls currently bctn€l rehabtlltatcd. Swltzcrland has promlscd ctght mullon dollars to
flnance the demoblllzatlon of these 60,000 men and other atd ls expected from Scandlnavlan
countries. The Mozamblcan army numbers 60,000 wlll the Renamo has a 2o,Ooo-strong force.


