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MOZAMBIQUE: [Iow far will the Barama go ?
Durlng the flfth round of negotlatlons In Rome between the representatlves of the

govcrnmcnt ln Maputo and thc rcbcl rnovcrncnt, Rcnnnlo, whlch rccelruy concludcd fir fallurc wlth
no posltlvc outconlc (lON N'465), thc qucstlon ol tllc pro-govcrlrrncn t Baralnd rnllltla, actlvc ln
Zambezl province, was brought up by the rebel movement. Renamo warned Maputo of
mantpulattng these groups of superstltlous peasants who could prove uncontrollable. The
Barama are led by a young man, Manuel Antonlo, who belleves he ls a relncarnatlon of .Iesut
Chrlst and makes bls followers belleve that th€y are lmpervlous to bullets and wounds from
weapons (ION N'453). Although thelr leader declared on Ouellmane reglonal radlo that he was
"the people's seruant and hes no poltttcal ambltton," the mllttla's acUon ls more easlly descrlbed as
polltlco-reliqlous ln lts support of the government forces. It ls partlcularly actlve among peoples
who have come undcr Rendnlo attack or who havc llvcd ln arcas undcr rcbcl control. Cathollc
c,rcles are concerned about the spread of Manuel Antonlo's theorles, lncludlng ln thelr own
rellglous communltles, and the Mozamblcan episcopal conferenc€ broached the subject.

I . O . N . - , , @ , , a i m e d a t i m m u n i z i n g t h e f o l I o w e r s a g a i n s t b u l l e t w o u n d s h a s
spread since 1988 in tlrc centre of Mozambique, ntainly in areas wh.ere the Renamo ltr;,s been actiue,
According to tlt"e Boa Noua reuiew published by tlte diocese of Nantpula, the authorities in Maputo
haue encouraged this reoppearance of superstition in order to turn the people from the Renamo.
Loca.l witches lr.aue been able to practice nl.ore easily and some local adm.inistrators and military
conlnr.anders of gouernntent troops haue made a habit of taking a sorcerer with them when
trauelling in Zambezi prouince.


