Renamo sabotages Rome accord

Aszuaw wore on, it became depressingly evi-
ent that the leadership of the Renamo bandits
was not taking seriously the agreement it had
signed in Rome with the Mozambican government
on 1 December.

Under the agreement Zimbabwean forces operat-
ing in Mozambique are restricted to the rail cor-
ridors linking Zimbabwe to the ports of Maputo and
Beira. In return, Renamo gave an undertaking to
cease all attacks against the two corridors.

But the bandit raids, particularly into the Beira
Corridor, did not stop. While attacks in December
might have been explained by difficulties in Renamo
communication, leading to failures to inform all
bandit groups of the Rome accord, the same excuse
could hardly hold for raids in January. (See the box
on the opposite page for details of such attacks).

The Zimbabweans completed their redeployment
into the Beira and Limpopo Corridors by 28 Decem-
ber. well in advance of the 5 January deadline set
by the agreement itself. But, according to Col Clever
Chiramba, the commander of the Zimbabwean for-
ces in the Beira Corridor. even when withdrawing,
Zimbabwean units had come under Renamo fire.

"When our troops were moving out of combat
positions in the Pungwe area, Renamo attacked

said Col Chiramba. "This was not supposed to be
done in terms of the Rome accord”.

According to reports in the Harare newspaper The
Herald, when the Rome agreement was signed,
there were less than 1,000 Zimbabwean troops
stationed in parts of Mozambique outside the two
corridors. The paper said that Mozambijcan gar-
risons had taken over from the Zimbabweans at
Casa Banana. Maringue, Fabrica, Machesse and
Cavalo, in the northern parts of Manica and Sofala
provinces. Most of these positions had once been
Renamo camps, and there were fears that the ban-
dits might now try to retake them.

The Zimbabweans were particularly annoyed
when Renamo attempted to sabotage the Beira-Zim-
babwe railway twice in the first week of January:
there could be no more blatant disregard for the
Rome agreement. Furthermore, the Zimbabwean
army was convinced that these actions were
deliberately ordered by the top Renamo leadership.

Col Chiramba said that Renamo radio messages.
intercepted by Zimbabwean military intelligence.
showed that Renamo’s commander-in-chief, Afonso
Dhlakama, had personally ordered attacks not only
against economic targets in the corridor, such as
the railway, but also against Zimbabwean troops.
He thought this might be an attempt to provoke
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The following is a chronological list of the
violations of the Rome accord as reported in the
Mozambican media.

January 2: Renamo attacked Mozambican
troops at Motasse, in the Limpopo corridor,
between the towns of Magude and Chokwe. Two
of the attackers died, and two Mozambican sol-
diers were infured.

January 2: Renamo attacked a village run by
the "Rosemary Koro" religious group in the
Maforga area of the Beira Corridor.

January 2: Renamo kidnapped eight people
at Selva on the Beira-Zimbabwe road. near the
Zimbabwean border.

January 2: Five bandits attacked the small
town of Tica on the Beira-Zimbabwe railway in
Sofala province, kidnapping three people, two of
whom were later murdered.

January 3: Renamo killed six people in an
attack on the Cheringoma centre for displaced
people in Dondo district. The centre is in the
Beira corridor, within a stone’'s throw of the
Beira-Zimbabwe pipeline.

January 3: Bandits blew up part of the Beira-
Zimbabwe railway at Muda. 74 kilometres west
of Beira. One person was killed in this incident.
Damage to the track was not serious, and took
rail workers four hours to repair.

January 4: Bandits. probably the same
Renamo group reponsible for the Muda attack.
blew up the railway at Mafambisse. This time it
only took Mozambique Railways 45 minutes to
reopen the line to traffic.

January 4: Renamo attacked a supermarket,
a shop, two restaurants. and the social centre
of the Beira football club. all on the outskirts of
Beira. and located beside the main Beira-Zim-
babwe road. As they returned to their base. the
raiders were intercepted by Mozambican troops,
and in the ensuing clash. at an area known as
Six Mile, two bandits were killed.

January 4: Renamo attacked the 7 April
agricultural cooperative in the Beira Corridor,
burning down several houses and destroying a
tractor. The raiders left behind photographs of
the Renamo leader. Afonso Dhlakama, and a
message Justifying attacks on the Beira Cor-

Renamo’s violations of the Rome agreement

ridor, on the grounds that the Zimbabweans had
not redeployed all their troops (a claim strongly
denied by Zimbabwe).

January 5: Armed men, thought to be mem-
bers of Renamo, but wearing uniforms of the
Mozambican army, attacked the suburb of
Nhaconjo. on the outskirts of Beira. They
seriously injured one person, kidnapped an un-
known number of others, and looted property
from two families.

January 3: Renamo killed two people and
wounded seven others in an attack against a
tractor in Nhamatanda district. The tractor was
travelling on the Inchope-Gorongosa road, part
of which is inside the Beira corridor, and part
outside. The tractor, which was severely
damaged. belonged to a private farmer and was
carrying woodcutters.

January 6: Renamo attacked the village of
Mutua in the Beira corridor, killing one person.
They burnt down nine houses and looted a
further 17.

January 7: Renamo attacked an outlying sub-
urb of the city of Chimoio, capital of Manica
province, killing one person and kidnapping five
others.

January 8: Renamo wounded three people in
an ambush against a vehicle belonging to the
private company "Organiza¢oes Vumba" travell-
ing along the Beira Corridor from Manica to
Beira.

January 10: Renamo wounded four timber
workers in an attack on the road from Inchope
in the Beira Corrridor to Gorongosa. The attack
took place about four kilometres from the In-
chope crossroads. and it is not entirely clear
whether the exact spot of the ambush is just
inside or just outside the technical definition of
the corridor.

January 11: Renamo killed four peopie and
wounded ten others in an ambush against a
truck travelling along the Beira-Zimbabwe road
in Dondo district. The truck, belonging to the
private company "Mocambique Florestal”, had
been routinely transporting workers to their
jobs.

Zimbabwean forces into moving outside the corridor
in hot pursuit of the bandits.

Mozambique and Zimbabwe took their com-
plaints about Renamo violations to the internation-
al Joint Verification Commission (Jvc) that is
monitoring implementation of the Rome accord.

Given Italy’s role as mediator, the JvcC is chaired
by the Italian ambassador to Maputo, Manfredo di
Camerana. Sitting on the Commission are repre-
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sentatives of Mozambique, Renamo and Zimbabwe,
and of eight other countries - the United States,
Soviet Union, Britain, France, Congo. Zambia,
Kenya and Portugal.

Investigation of the complaints proceeded slowly.
By 10 January. the military sub-commision of the
Jvc had looked into three of them. That day the Jvc
issued a statement announcing that Renamo was
"most probably” responsible for all three incidents.



Corridor on 2 January, the Jvc statement said that
“the nature and strength of the attack, and the
well-coordinated manner in which it was conducted
leads the Jvc to conclude that it was most likely an
attack by Renamo forces". This attack resulted in
the deaths of two of the attackers, and injuries to
two Mozambican soldiers.

The second case was a raid on the outskirts of
Beira on 5 January. The yvc noted that the attack-
ers had come from and retreated towards "a known
Renamo area". None of the attackers had been
recognised by the local population, and the object
of the looting had been utensils and clothing rather
than money. These factors, plus the nature of the
weapons and explosives used. and the size of the
attacking force, led the Jvc to conclude “that it was
most likely an attack by Renamo forces".

Stmilarly with the third case, an incident of
sabotage on the Betra-Zimbabwe railway on 4
January: although there was no direct physical
evidence indicating who was responsible. the na-
ture of the attack led the Jvc to conclude that, once
again, this was "most likely" the work of Renamo.

Meanwhile, the effects of the Zimbabwean troop
withdrawal had a serious impact on the road be-
tween Zimbabwe and Malawi which runs through

In the case of a clash at Motasse in the Limpopo

the middle of the northwestern Mozambican
province of Tete. The Mozambican government had
wanted this "Tete Corridor” included in the Rome
agreement, but Renamo claimed it was subject to
separate arrangements the bandits had made with
the Malawian authorities, since Malawti is the main
user of this route.

But in the second week of January, Renamo
launched a series of attacks on convoys using this
road. With the Zimbabweans withdrawn, there was
no military escort on these vehicles. The attacks
came on 8, 9 and 10 January, and the first two
ambushes were on a relatively small scale, with one
driver killed, another slightly injured, and one truck
destroyed.

But the third ambush, 55 kilometres south of the
Malawian border, was massive, and resulted in the
deaths of at least five drivers and one passenger.
Three trucks were burnt out, and ten others were
abandoned as their drivers fled (these were later
recovered undamaged).

A group of Malawian road hauliers visited the
scene of the attack in a Mozambican military vehicle
the following day. One of them, Kevin Scott, said
they had examined the bodies of a murdered woman
passenger and a driver.
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"They had obviously been stripped of their clothes
first and then shot”, he said. "It appeared the driver
had tried to escape. There were bullet wounds ail
over his body”.

A few days later, four more bodies were found:
again, their clothes had been removed before they
were murdered.

These attacks resulted in a suspension of all
international traffic using the 358 kilometre road
for more than two weeks. As a result dozens of
trucks were stranded at the Zimbabwean and
Malawian borders waiting to cross.

According to road hauliers in Harare, in the year
prior to the Rome agreement, the control exercised
by the Zimbabwean escorts was so complete that
there had been no Renamo ambushes in the Tete
corridor at all. On average. 150 trucks a day passed
through the corridor.

The big loser in this was Malawi, which had been
sending 60 per cent of its exports through Tete.
Since Renamo had also restarted attacks on the
rallway from Malawi to the northern Mozambican
port of Nacala. it was clear that the bandlits were
putting a squeeze on Malawl. [t was suggested that
this was Renamo's way of [orcing the Malawian
government to provide it with base facilities from

Mozambiquefile February 199

which to launch a rainy season offensive into
central Mozambique.

The normally well-informed Harare-based.
Southern African Research and Documentation
Centre (SARDC) reported that on 15 January talks
began inside Malawi between Renamo and a
Malawian delegation, believed to be led by John
Tembo, Treasurer-General of the Malawi Congress
Party and one of the most powerful men in the
country. Tembo is also the co-chairman of the
Mozambique/Malawi Joint Defence and Security
Commission.

SARDC also claimed that two years ago "Malawi
made a still secret agreement with Renamo under
which the bandits agreed not to attack Malawi's
vital trade routes through Tete and to the Mozam-
bican Indian Ocean port of Nacala".

An unnamed Western diplomat told sarpc that
the Malawians were "furious” about the ambushes
in the Tete Corridor. "They feel that Renamo has
abrogated its agreement with them". he said.

But the Malawians promptly denied both that
there had ever been any such agreement, and that
any talks were under way with Renamo. Tembo
himself described SARDC's claims as "an obvious
malicious attack on me personally and the integrity
of the government of Malawi”.



Malawli’'s ambassador in Maputo also claimed the
report was “"false”, and he alleged it was designed to
create difficulties between the Mozambican and
Malawian governments.

Although strictly speaking the Tete and Nacala
Corridors do not fall within the terms of reference
of the yvc, the commission issued an appeal on 18
January cailing for an end to attacks on these
routes.

The appeal was made by those members of the
Jvc not directly involved in the war, and urged the
parties involved "in the spirit of the Rome agree-
ment" to desist from any hostile act, not only in the
transport corridors, "but in Mozambican territory as
a whole, in order to assist a rapid return to peace”.

The Jvc was also wrestling with its financial situa-
tion. Although it was working out of offices provided
freely by the Mozambican authorities. other expen-
ses, needed to cover travel to and from the corridors,
communications and accomodation for its mem-
bers, were quite substantial. As of mid-January, the
Jvc had a budget of just seven million dollars, every
last cent of which had been provided by the Italian
government.

At the end of January, the Mozambican
negotiators returned to Rome for the fifth round of
talks with Renamo. The meeting was dominated by
acrimonious exchanges over the report presented
by the Jgvc, which clearly indicted Renamo for
repeated violations of the December agreement.
Thus the meeting never reached the points on the
previously agreed agenda concerning “political
questions”.

No advance towards a ceasefire

The meeting lasted from 26 to 30 January, and
broke up without the slightest advance towards a
general ceasefire. Surprised by the aggressive in-
transigence shown by Renamo, the Italian govern-
ment and Catholic Church mediators expressed a
sense of complete frustration. "This wasn't just an
unproductive meeting — it was counter-productive”,
declared one of them to AIM's cortrespondent cover-
ing the talks.

The JvC’s report. presented by Mr di Camerana,
said that there had been 14 official notifications of
violations of the agreement. By late January, the yvc
had investigated eight of these, reaching the con-
clusion that Renamo had probably been responsible
for at least six of them.

In the other two cases, the Jvc said it did not have
enough evidence to warrant any conclusions.

Renamo reacted violently to this report, denying
responsibility for any violations, and accusing the
Jve of acting in a partial manner and [avouring the
Mozambican government. This was despite the fact
that Renamo itself has three representatives on the
Commission. and that four of the countries sitting
on the yvc (the United States, Portugal, Kenya and
Zambia) were chosen by Renamo.

Even more serious, Renamo handed the Jvc its
own report in which it claimed that the Zimbab-
weans had not completed their redeployment into
the two corridors. "On the contrary”, declared the
Renamo report, "Zimbabwean platoons remain out-
side the corridors with indications that they intend
to remain for ever in the country, disguised as
Mozambican troops".

Renamo asserted that Zimbabweans pretending
to be Mozambicans were to be found in no less than
seven of the country's 11 provinces - Inhambane,
Gaza, and Maputo in the south, Manica, Sofala and
Zambezia in the centre, and Tete in the north-west.
(In point of fact, there have never been any Zimbab-
wean [orces in either Inhambane or Zambezia.)

Both the Jvc and the Mozambican government
asked for evidence to back up these remarkable
claims. But far {from providing any proof, Renamo
issued an ultimatum - either the Mozambican
government guarantee the “total and effective”
withdrawal of the Zimbabweans to the corridors, or
Renamo would "take measures".

In fact, shortly before this round of talks, the yvc
had investigated the largest barracks in Mozambi-
que, at Boane, 30 kilometres west of Maputo, for
any sign of hidden Zimbabweans. They had found
not a scrap of evidence of Zimbabweans disguised
as Mozambicans.

Defining the corridors

Other serious differences concerning the very
definition of the two corridors also put Renamo on
one side of the fence, and the Mozambican govern-
ment and the Jvc on the other.

According to the Jvc, "the corridor is a continuous
strip of land between two determined points. In the
case of the Beira Corridor, one of these points is
Beira City, and the other is Machipanda. on the
border with Zimbabwe. The Limpopo Corridor has
as its extreme points the city of Maputo, and the
Zimbabwean border at Chicualacuala”.

For the Jvc, "it is thus understood that Beira,
Maputo, Chokwe and other towns situated along
the corridors are integral parts of the corridors,
according to the administrative definition of these
areas".

The Mozambican government has approved the
Jvc's definition unreservedly. But in Renamo's
document, the corridors are not continuous -
Renamo demanded the exclusion of the towns from
the definition of the corridors. Thus the towns would
remain in a situation of war - despite the fact that
the corridors in their strictest sense (the railways
and roads) pass right through them. and it is in the
towns that the yvc had established its observation
points.

Renamo’s refusal to provide evidence for its ac-
cusations, and its frontal disagreement with the yvc
look very much like a denial of the authority of the
Jvc, even though the composition of the commission
had been fullly accepted by Renamo in December.
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