A revision of political thinking offers hope, writes Julian Ozanne
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IT was a sunny afternoon at
Mbuyanguana, ot the outskirts:
of Maputo, when Renamo reb-
els burst into a wedding party
firing AK47 assauit rifles. Four
people were- murdered, four
were: injured. including: the:
groom and: 25 children. were-
kidnapped- and taken into- thex
bush.

This. recent attack, as senses
less-and: cruet an any other i
Mozambique’s: 15-year-old: civil¥
war, demonstrated once again:

the failure of the Mozambjcan: *
army to defend: innocent civite
ians even within the vicinity off

the capital.

However, for the first. thns"

since: independence in: 1975
there- are- real possibilities for-
ans end: to- the conflict: which:
has made 80¢ per- cent: of the:
country- insecure, destroyed
billions of dodlars of infrastruc-
ture and- forced more- than: a.
million: people: to: fleen theu::
country’'s. borders: -

In: the: past
dent’ Joaquim- Chissano has
searched painstakingly for a-
political solution which would:
bring. an end to; the: civil war
and give his- impoverished:
mntry hopes» fun economlc

Since: 1988 his: achievements
have' been: remarkable. He:
abandoned the- rhetoric of the:
past which: branded all rebels.
as- traitors: and bandits-and

shed the.naive: belief that a.”

military solution: was. possible..
He launched a su inter-
nationai diplomatic effort to:
isolate Renamo, backed first by
white Rhodesia. (now: Zim-
babwe) and until last year by
South Africa. He has. opened.
peace talks with. the rebels,
holding four rounds of negotia-
tions. within the. last seven
months.

He- has steered the country
further away from its tradi-
tional Communist bloc alliance
and edged his once rigidly
Marxist-Leninist Frelimo party
away from socialism and a
monopoly of state power
towards a liberal multiparty
system- in- spite of hardline
opposition.

The crowning achievement
of this process of political tran-
sition was the new constitution
which came into effect last
month. It committed the coun-
try to a mixed economy, free-
dom of the press, an indepen-
dent judiciary and multiparty

two years; me~ N
" challenged: them. to- surrender:”
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dent. Samoras Machet- inr: the-

1980s: who- started: the process:
of reform: as the: economic fail~
ures became: apparent.

By meeting: all the- main
political demands: of. Renamo,
Mr: Chissano’s: rapid. offensive-
hass called: ther rebels. bluff ands
caught themr off-guard; He has

their weapons; form- & political

-~ outthe country

organisation and contest power”

and: their popularity: through*
thé. ballot. box. With: no- test ofi
public: opinion- itt is: unclear-

how- much: support’ either sida,_

has.in the countryside:,

Signs: of: Renamo’s, trepxda-
tion: in: giving: upr the: armed:
struggle and their increasingly:
weakened: political’ position-
have beenr amply demonstrated-

recently- as: the: rebels: have..

been reduced: to-criticising the
methods of- Mr Chissano’s.
reform rather than. the sub-
stance.

Some political observers fear
that Mr Chigsano has gone too.
far too quickly leaving the reb-
els. little- room' to' manoeuvre
and even less chance of being.
able to come out of the conflict
wnh any credibility.

A partial ceasefire'was nego-
tiated last month: under which
the 7,000 Zimbawean: troops
stationed in' Mozambique to
support the government are
being confined to the transport
corridors. linking: Zimbabwe to-
Maputo and Beira. An interna-
tional monitoring-commission,
including Renamo- representa-
tives, has been set up to over-
see the agreement.

More talks were scheduled
this month between the gov-
ernment and the rebels and
observers- believe the govern-
ment is determined to get a
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April. But ol
For Renamo to give up their

For the- moment, all-cards -
- seem to.be-in: Frelime's. hands, -

particularly given its extensive.
political organisation. through

0. appears:
calling for- a: cessation- of the g

conflict because: of the very:

real possibility that: such a~

move would: be ignored and -
expose: the: rebel’s-lack. of: con-
trol over the bulk of their fight-.
ers: and:- the degree: to: which:
many of . them-have abandoned-
a» disciplined: political. struggle:
against the

Even:if Renamo and the gov-
ernment: can: agree Qi a- Com-
pronuse- acceptable: to- both
sides. insecurity will” continue-
to plague- the: countryside for-
many. years.. Integration of the
rebel forces into the army will’
prove difficult.

Furthermore, whether multi-
party" elections can produce-a:
stable political order remains
highly questionable. Before Mr
Chissano’s conversion: to. plur-
alist democracy he, and many
senior Frelimo figures, were
concerned about the possible
eruption of tribalism.

A negative- strain of black
Mozambican nationalism has
emerged in parliamentary
debates on the issue of nation--
ality. At least one of the
embryonic political parties, the
liberal and democratic party
(palmo) has launched a politi-
cal critique of the government
on the grounds it has given
prefere ' political and eco-
nomic itment to indians,
whites and people of mixed
race.

At a recent press conference

- ;, In
full: ceaseﬁre agreement by
bstacles remain.

for peace

Mr Chissano acknowledged
that the decision to-opt for a
multiparty democracy was not
without dangers. He-confirmed
that the decision:.'had been
taken against widespread oppo-
sitiorr among ordinary- people
in: the: rural areas. But argued
that the “the choice-ofa muiti-
party democracy results from
the need to provide:a new
dynamlc to the poliﬂcal pro-

His vision in thaﬁ' respect
will bode- well in thes interna:
tional aid’ community, which is
pressingsthe issue
of democratisation i Africa,
where; in contrast’to other
leaders on the continent, he is
seen as a willing, rathr than a
reluctant;.reformer.

It is-stil} very ear! lfto judge
the prospects for political tran-

- sition in MozamhlquetBut it'is

clear that:the: fundamental
revision. of thinking jm:the last.
two: years: has given the coun-
try a chance, in- spidgof' large
difficulties, of climl

out of
the quagmire-into w] it has
shid. .




