
Agreement on Zirnbabwean forces
signed urith Renamo
a third round of peace talks tn Rome between

&l6skgs11ons of the Mozamblcan government and
of Renamo took place from I November to I Decem-
ber. and resulted lrì the flrst wer formal agreement
between the two stdes.

But this agreement, coverlng oniy the presence of
Zlmbabwean troops in Mozambique, fell far short of
what the Mozamblcan side had hoped for. The
Mozamblcan delegatlon, ted by Transport Mlnlster
Armando Guebuza, was mandated to slgn a generaì

ceasefire with Renamo.
But  Renamo pers is ten t ly

refused to discuss a ceasefire.
Its delegation, ied by the head
of lts Forelgn Affairs Depaí-
ment, Raul Domingos. was in-
terested lnJust two tìings - tìe
appointment of mediators. and
the question of the Zlmbab-
weans.

T h e  f i r s t  p o i n t  w a s  e a s y
enough: an officiaì cornmurü-
g u e  o n  l 0  N o v e m b e r  a n -
nounced that the goverrÌment

d e l e g a t i o n  h a d  a c c e p t e d
Renamo's request that the four
obsewers at the talks plav the
roìe of medlators. These ob-
servers were Mano Raííael] i .
representing the ItaÌian govern-
ment ,  Andrea R iccard l  and
Matteo Zuppi, members of the
Santo Egidro Commurúç', tìe
Roman Catholic la1' charity at
w h o s e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  t h e  t a l k s
w e r e  h e l d .  a n d  t h e  C a t h o i i c
A-rchbishop of Beira. Jatme GonÇaìves

Renamo demands mediaüon again

Before tìe government and Renanro began meet-
ing face to face. the Presidents of Kenya and Zim-
babwe. Daniel Arap Moi and l ìoben Mugabc. had
acted as mediatorc. Their services were dispensed
with ln Juì1',  when bolh sldes agreed tÌrat.  since thev
were talking directìt ' ,  t Ìrere was no ìonger a need fclr
med la t ion .  However .  Renanro  changecì  i t s  n ì ind  ln
August, and raised tÌrc denrand Ícrr a nrediator
a [â ln .

The bandtts would have preferred their Kenvan
fnends lo  ac t  as  med ia to rs .  anc l  l r r r leed  < iu r in (  thc

The head o-f Mozamblque's n9gotio,tln.g teo,m
Tr ansporl MÍnlstsr Armarda G uebuza

Rome talks, the Permanent Secretary at the Kenyan
Forelgn Minister, Bethwell Kipìagat, who has taken
It upon htmself to act as a Renamo advlser, was
present ln the ltalian capltal.

For the next three weeks the talks conünued,
largely under a blanket of sllence. Presldent Joa-
q u l m  C h l s s a n o  m a d e  t h e  M o z a m b i c a n
government's general positlon clearwhen he opened
the Second Naüonal Corúerence of the country's
trade union movement. the oru. on 12 November:

tìe peace the Mozambican
people wanted was one that
"respects property, freedom
and human life and dignity",
he said.

Such a peace should rest
on "harmorüslng the lnter-
esls of all the social groups

and strata that comprise the
M o z a m b i c a n  n a t l o n " .  I t
wouìd be a peace in which
" d e c i s i o n s  a r e  t a k e n
democratical l l ' ,  without the
pressure oÍ arms".

'TV-e aÌÌ want acts o[ ter-
rorism and vioìence to end
once and íor all''. said Mr
Chissano. ' \Ve want the con-
ünuaÌ destruction of the so-
c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s  o f  o u r
countn ' to  end" .

But  in  Rome Renamo's
onìr' concern was with the

presence of MozambÍque s Zinr-
b a b w e a n  a l Ì i e s  o n  t h e  b a t -

t lef ieìd. This was point one of a ìengthv agenda, and
it proved impossible to reach anv of the other pornts.

ZimbabweaÌl forces to nlove into tÌre rail
corndors

The part iaì agreernent that '* 'as eventual l l '  s igÌ led
on I l )ecember states that Zimbabwean troops are
to be confir ied t<.r thc two ral l  corr idors ì inking
Z imhabwe t<r  the  por ts  o f  Ber ra  and Maputo .  T i re
Zimbabwcarìs arc al lowed i Ì Ìside the corr idors and
within ar) arei l  three ki lonretres on each sidc <-rÍ ' the
corridors. Tiresc l inl i ts nlav be altered bt '  t i rc conr-
missioÍÌ  set rrD 1() nlonitor t i re accord.
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The movement of the Zlrnbabwean l:ralps tnto the
two corddors was to start wlthln 15 days, and was
to take a madmum of 2O days. Thus all Ztmbab-
wean forces hstde Mozamblque are to be statloned
aìongthe Belra andllmpopo corrtdors by SJanuary
199I at the Ìatest.

The agreement forblds the Zmbabwean troops,
whlle moúng lnto üe cofidors, from lnvolvernent
ln any mllltary operatlons of an offenslve nature.
For tts part, Renamo pledged not to engage ln any
attack or other offenstve nülitary operaüon along
the two corrldors.

The Mozamblcan slde was to cornÍrìurücate to the
negotiattng table the numberof Ztmbabwean troops
remalrüng ln the corrldors.

The agreement also set up a Jolnt Verificatton
Comrnlsston (wc), to morütor mplementation of the
accord, to whlch üe Mozamblcan governÍnent and
Renamo each appohted three members. The Zlrn-
babwean government was also lnvlted to appoint
three representatives to üe cornmission.

Also sitting on tÌte .rvc are the four mediators, or
their envoys, and they wilÌ chair the meetlngs. Elght
otlter countrles, agreed upon by the two sides. wilÌ
aiso be represented: these are the Soúet Union. the
United States, Britaln, France (who are all per-
manent members of the Urúted Nations Securit-v
Council). PortugaÌ, Congo. Zarnbia and Kenya.

The commission is to set up lts headguarters in
Ìr{aputo, in premises to be provided by the Mozam-
bican authorities. CornrrÌission members wilì enjot'
dipÌomatic irrÌrnurüfy, and both the governmenL and
Renamo commltted themselves to ensuring the
security and free clrculaüon of commission mem-
bers to anv area covered bv the agreement íwhich
means that Renamo members of the corrrmission
wil l  be abÌe to visi t  MaDuto without fear of arrestì.

"This should not be an agreement on
hou'to continue the u, 'ar"

The governnlent and Renanro delegatlons asked
the l t :r l ian governmenL and the governments oí
olher countnes proüdinq nrembers for thc Jvc t()
n.robiì ise frnanciaì and technicaì support so th:rt  the
Conrmissron can functiorr ef ieclrvelr '  The Comnris-
s ion  u ' i Ì l  n Ìon t to r  th r  impìemer ì t i ì t ro r Ì  o f  the  agree-
nren: Íor slr montirs. ar-rd i ts nrarrdatt '  mav be
reneu'eC bv nrutual consent oi the governnrent anr.ì
R c t r a n r r ,
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that "falls below our expectatlons". It was "Just a
first step in deallng with matters of substance".

The agreement was "a positlve step" insofar as "it

shows a rnlnimum of understanding on one ques-

t ion".
'\Ve took a very long tlrne and spent enorïnous

effort to reach this first step", added Mr Guebuza.

He hoped it would indeed prove to be the first step
in a process leadtng to a ceasefire "to put an end to

the war and establish peace in our country".
He warned that this shouid not be 

''an 
agreement

on how to continue the waf'. The government side
rvas determined that the agreement should be tie

stan of "de-escalatlon ieading to the end of tÌre war".
'1Ve restate to our fellow countrymen of Renamo",

said Mr Cuebuza. "our firm determination, on t}te

basis of interests that unite all Mozambicans, to

carry on together along the path we have started

until oeace ls established".
In a few short remarks. Raul Domj.ngos ciaimed

that the exclusion of "foreign forces" from tÌte con-

ilict "is an encouraging step to advance towards
poli t icai questions and later to questions o[ a

ceaselire".

Renamo also pledged not to attack úe
Nacala Corridor

At a press coníerence given on hls return lo

Maputo on 5 December, Mr Guebuza decíbed the
Rome accord as "an irnportant step in the right

direction". and one which "once consolidated. may
lead to a general ceaseíire"

Asked about the presence of Malawian troops
along the northern raü corridor. Ìinking MaÌawi wtth
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the port of Nacala. Mr Guebuza said that cuÍTently
there were no mllttary operations in this area "and

Renamo promlses that it wül continue not to attack

that corrtdor".
On the operations oíthe international Committee

of the Red Cross ( lcRc) in the warzones, Mr Guebuza
noted that Renamo had attacked Red Cross vehicies

in the past. "We have now reached an agreement

that these convoys shouÌd not be attacked", he said.
Thus supplies to needy cÍvrlians in war zones

could be guaranteed. ''but unfortunately we have
not yet reached an agreement on the return oí
Mozambicans from neiqhbouring countries".

'The government insisted with Renamo that the
return of these Mozambicans should be guaran-

teed". explained the minister. This meant that there
should be a "minimum of security" for returnees.
"so that a month aiÌer their return they are not
attacked agaÍn, and forced to leave the country once
more".

But no such aqreement was reached, and Mr
Guebuza expressed concern "that we shail have one
more year in which our feiiow citizens are livrng in
the sad conditions" of relugee carnps.

Asked whether the NÍozambican army would take
over positions outside the corridors prwiousiy held
by Zimbabwean troops, the minister decÌined Lo
answer, pointrng out that Uris was cìassú'ied inlbr-
mation.

But even before Mr Guebuza gave his press con-
ference, there were signs that Renamo rvas not
taking the agreement seriously and planned to carry
on much as before. Thus on 3 December, atzipirrga,
in Manica province . bandits sabotaged a stretch of
the Befa-Zimbabwe railway in blatant violation of
the accord siqned in Rome.
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