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Bas.sa dam tc South Afnca.
A speeial force of 2 000 Mozam-

bicans is being trained to protect
ille construction crews repairing
the hundreds of p5'ions sabbtagei'
by Renanro on thbi line. The foice
rvi l l  use trueks. equipment and ur_
tiors supplied by-t l ie SADF.. But
wiil ir be any more effective in
guartling the construction crew$
than the [ . ' re t in  o arn)y was in
guarding the toppled pyl6ns?

Arguing

And in the meantime no special
protection is being providdd tor
the power line, roatl'and railway
that run from Komatipoort to Ma-
putc. Renamo irave nbt agrced to
stop attacking thcse lines, arguing
that, unlike the Cahora Bassftine
they direr:tly benefit the F.;iimd
governrnent.

Frelimo troops are supposed to
provide pnrtection, but 

-siem 
un-

atrle to stop Renamo from cuttirrg.
t h e  p o w e r  l i n e  a r . d  R e n a m o
andior  e lenent .s  of  the Tt i i rd
Foree from attacking traff ic ori
the road and ra i ln ,ay.  l t  seens.
t h a t  s o n r e t i m e s  t h e  l ' r e l i m o
troops who are supposed to ride
shotgun on the trainChave sudden-
ly vanished s,'hen the trains are
attaeked.

W h e n  F r e l i r n o  a n d  R e n a m o '
reach a settlement it will not only
be necessary to protect communi-
e a t i o n s  l i n e s  f r o m  t h e  T h i r d
Fcrce, however. I t  wi l l  also be,
necessary to prctrct whole rural'
areas and isolated vrilages so that
l i fe ean get baek to froductive
normality in Mczambique.

Suggestions that Souttr African
troops might be deployed in Mo_
zambique against the Third Force
are firmly squelched in pretoria.
And Zimbabwe will rrot want to do
more than protect the Beira and
Ltmpopo corridors.

So  who  w i l l  s top  the  ' Ih i rd
Force? Perhaps the trest peonle
for the job wil [  be Renamo,'which
sl {wned i t .  o

A euphemism that stands for bandits
I\TECOTIATIONS Lo end rhe
I \  horr i f ie war in lvlozambique
are going ahead f i t ful ly in Rome.
That is good rjews. .{t least rhet,
are stil l on track.

But sooner or later the peace
q{for! is going to bump intb the
Third Force, and that is- when the
tougnest prcblem rnay be encoun-
tered.

You probably have not hear.d of
the Third Force in the Mozan:bi-
que context. [ t  is a tenn that is
only now bejng used hesitatingly,
for  want  of  a l .v th ing e lse.  Bi t
rvhen you read reports of murder,
muti lat ion, rape, arson. robber.y
a r rd  abduc l ion  in  I \ l ozamb ique ,
you ere probably reading abeut
the lthird Force.

You may also be reading about
Ren:rmo, the rehel organisation,
whose menrbers are known to en-
gage in similar act ivi ty. 0r everr
about some of the arnred force.s of
the Frelimo government, some of
whom rre believed to have done
so {Jn a smaller scale. But there is
prlbably a greater likelihood that
you are reading about the Thlrd
Force.

Robbing
It is a force only Lo the extent

tha t  i t  i s  eapab le  o f  k i l l i ng  and
robbing people. i t  has no nf lme,
organisation, pol icy or leader. I t
exists as an anrorphou^s elenrenl
that derives i ts onl.v form frcrrn
the comrnon pleoccupation of its
members wi th bandi t r .v .  a  loost '
brotherhood of thc' dantncd.

It con.sists ol men - and even
l0-year-old bo-vs. nory - who have
found it easier to live by robbery
than by work. Its membership is
ihought to include not only out-
right bandits but also some Rena-
mc ntembers and perhaps even
some of  the somet imes unpai r l
g0vernment troops.

Nobody seems to have any idea
how these bandits are to be dealt
with when Frelirn,' tnd Renamo
eventual ly  reach a set t lcment .
But i f  they are not el iminated or
controlled, it may be impossible
to in  p lement  the peace agree-
ment, impossihle to start rebui ld-
ing devastated Mozambique.

Imrnt:diately, the Third Force
m a y  b e d e v i l  t h e  a g r e e m e n t
reaehed with llenamo wherebf it
wi l l  stop attacking the l ine bui l t  to
carry electr ici ty fronr the Cahora
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