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ROME. — The Mozam-
bican Government and
Right-wing rebel forces
have ugreed to appoint
mediators in peace talks
aimed at ending the war
which has cost over a mil-
lion lives since indepen-
dence from Portugal in
1975.

A source close to the
ilegotiations  said  the
mediators were optimistic
a ceasefire  agreement
could be worked out in
two weeks. The media-
tors are the Roman Cath-
olic archbishop of the
noithern Mozambican
Sce of Beira and three
Italians.

The awiin  stumbling
blocks are the 14000
Zimbabwean soldiers sta-
tioned in Mozambigue
and the vuice the Renamo
(Mozambigue  National
Resistance) rebels are de-
manding in how the coun-
try's first multi-party elec-
tions next year should be
organised.

A previous round of
talks in Rome in August
troke down when Rena-
mo iasisted on the with-
drawal of the Zimbab-
wean troops guarding
Mozumbique's  lines  of
communivations. These
are  landlocked Zim-
habwe's main access to
the Indian Ocean.

Mediators hope

“Renumo does not ob-
ject to multi-party elec-
tions but to the fact that
the governmes:t arrange:!
everything,” the source
said. “Renamo wants to
be included in setting up
the elections.”

Mozambican President
Chissano has siaid Rena-
mo can take part in the
elections if it fays down its
weapons anaG Gperates as
2 normal political party.

The mediators include
Monsignot  Jaime Gon-
calves,  Archbishop of
Beira — the man who.,
appalled by the hardship
the war was causing, first
called for national recon-
ciliation talks between the
marxist government and
Renamo rebels.,

At the time, Mozambi-
ques late leader Mr Su-

for ceasefire

mora Machel still be-
lieved in a military victory
with the help of troops
trom neighbouring Zim-
babwe but the govem-
ment ignored the church-
man's initiative.

The three Italian medi-
ators include Mr Mario
Raffaelli, a former senior
foreign ministry  officis|
who still arts as a consul-
tant to the government on
African questions.

The talks are taking
olace in a small religious
community in  central

tome. The community’s
leader, Father Matteo
Zappi of the Church of

Sant'Egidio, is also a
mediator.
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