MNR bandits urged to+#
attend direct peace talks

ZIMBABWE is commit-
ted to the search for
peace in Mozambique but
is unhappy that the MNR
bandits are now avoiding
direct talks with the
Mozambican govern-
ment, the Minister of Fo-
reign Affairs, Cde Nathan
' (Slahamuyarira, said yester-

y.

Cde Shamuyarira said
Zimbabwe was pleased
that the Mmmbican
government agreed
to have direct talks with
the MNR bandits in a
neutral country. He was
speakinig at Mozam-
bique’s 15th indepen-
dence anniversary cele-
brations in Harare
yesterday.

Direct talks

He said it was now left
to the MNR bandits who
were now refusing to en-
gage in direct talks using
the question of venue
and other demands as an

excuse not to hold the
talks

Direct. peace talks be-
tween the Mozambican
government and the
MNR bandits, which
were scheduled for Mala-
wi last week failed to take
place due to “difficulties

- experienced by Kenya

and MNR bandit dele-
gations”.

The MNR leader,
Afonso Dhlakama, re-
fused to meet a Mozambi-
can government delega-
tion in Blantyre. The
bandits, who have repeat-
edly said they wanted
peace talks to be held in
Kenya, said the Malawi
talks would be a security
risk. .

However, the Mozam-
bican President, Cde Joa-
quim Chissano, promised
the bandits that their
lives would not be in dan-
ger if they attended the
peace talks in Malawi.
But the bandits have said

they would prefer to meet
in Kenya, where indirect
contacts took place over
the past year. )
Cde Shamuyarira said
such talks were being
supported as these would
stop turmoil and bring
peace in Mozambique,
Zimbabwe and the whole
of the Southern African

region.
Terror

He said the MNR ban-
dits were now looking for
excuses to avoid the
peace talks by making
many demands. One of
the demands put up by
the bandits was the with-
drawal from Mozambique
of several, thousands of
Zimbabwe troops who
guard the country’s trade
routes to the Indian
Ocean.

Speaking at the same

occasion, which was at-
tended by the Mozambi-
can Deputy Foreign
Minister, Cde Salome
Moiane, the Mozambican
Ambassador to Zimba-
bwe, Cde Lopes Tembe
Ndelana, said Mozam-
bique’s 15 years of inde-
pendence were not years
of peace and tranquillity.

He said soon after

Mozambique’s indepen-
dence, some external
forces aware of the valu-
able wealth and re-
sources in that country,
did not give the Mozam-
bican people a rest and
had immediately em-

‘barked on an intensive

campaign of terror aimed
at undermining the inde-
pendence and peace of
Mozambique.

The campaign includ-
ed among other things,
economic sabotage and
armed actions mostly
against civilian targets
such as women and chil-
dren.

The Mozambican gov-
ernment had embarked
on an exercise aimed at
bringing peace to that
country. — Herald
Reporter.,



