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Mozambique peace bid fails amid evidence
of disagreement in rebel ranks

What seems a con-
certed attempt to bump
the Mozambican rebels
into peace talks with
the .government failed
in its primary objective
this week. )

The leader of the
rebel Mozambique
National Resistance
did come on Wednes-
day to Malawi, the
much disputed venue
for the talks, and did
hold discussions with
officials of the regional
states involved in the
peace moves. He did
not talk directly to the
Mozambican govern-
ment, and he then left.

Butin the aftermath
Maputo mayfind it has
nevertheless gained.

In a statement is-
sued after the meeting,
the failure of the talks
was put down to unex-
‘plained “difficulties”
experienced by the
delegations of the MNR
and Kenya, one of the
two countries mediat-
ing the conflict.

The statement is-
sued jointlyin Blantyre
by the Mozambican,
Zimbabwean and Ma-
lawian delegations,
stressed that all par-
ties involved had
agreed that the talks
would begin in Malawi
on June 12, thus
contradicting persis-
tent claims by the MNR
that it had never given
its consent.

The statement also
said that a preparatory
session of “appropriate
senior officials” was
held on June 10 “to
clarify administrative
and procedural mat-
ters”. But the talks did
not begin on the agreed
date “owing to appar-
ent difficulties experi-
enced by the Renamo
and Kenya delega-
tions”. :

The statement con-
cludes by announcing
that “efforts are con-
tinuing to set a new

date in the near future .

for the p-ocess tobegin
in Malawi”.

According to the Ma-
lawi newsagency Mana,
Malawi “is likely to as-
sume a greater media-
tory role in the peace
negotiations in future”.
If the rebels had not
been bumped into the

e 1~Frocess, then at
_least Malawi had.
As the dust settled it
hecame clear, too, that
Kenya is now openl
dentified, and expose
ws aligned with the rebe
orce, which may be
inder increasing pres.
ure, pﬁmgﬁly from the

The Mozambicans
had dispatched a high-
wered delegation to
lantyre, led by trans-
rt minister Armando
uebuza.

Zimbabwe and Ma-
lawi had also clearly
decided to prioritise the
meeting. The Zimbab-
wean delegation wasled
by Justice Minister
Emmersotril hh{cfm}an;

a, and the Malaw
gzgx was headed by
John Thembeo of the
leadership of the Ma-
lawi Congress Party,
g};ene ally considered
the second mosthxower-

a

ful figure in lawi
politics.
Last week MNR offi-

cials denied agreement
has been reached on the
venue for the talks, but
it is believed they and
their main African
backers, Kenya, were
coming under increas-
ing diplomatic pressure.

In Malawi it hasbeen
business interests - in
the main Lonrho - who
want to see the contin-
ued security of the
Nacala line and are
pressing for a settle-
ment.

However, the MNR's
Lisbon representative
continued to deny on
Wednesday that the
rebels had sent a dele-

ation to Malawi. “Itisa
arce,” said the repre-
sentative, Manuel
Frank.

“The Maputo govern-
ment is trying to gain
credibility with the
people by making it
appear that talks are

underway.”

But finally, on
Wednesday, ~ MNR
leader Afonso
Dhlakama - who travels

-on a Kenyan passport -
arrived in Blantyre,

according to some re-
ports on the same air-
craft as the permanent
secretary in the Ken
fomig}r{ti ministry, Be-
twel Kiplagat (though
some observers say
Dhlakama flew in on a
Lonrho light aircraft).

The Kenyans, co-1
mediators with Zim-
babwe in the peace proc-
ess, had clearly, in their
selection of a delega-
tion, not given the talks
the same emphasis as
the others.

Kiplagut, a known
supporter of the rebels,
was reported to have’
returned home shortly
afterwards, ‘

Bilateral talks be-
tween the various par-
ties and the rebels
started, but not direct
talks with the Mozambj.

AAmm e vmacw AmE addl

Renamo had repeat-
edly rejected the idea of
meeting in Malawi, say-
ing it wanted to con-
tinue talks in Nairobi.
*Renamofeels weak and
isolated in Malawi,”
said a diplomat quoted
by the aslency Reuters.

Ifholding the talksin
Malawi was intended to
highlight divisions and
weaknesses in the rebel
group this may have
proved true: it appears
the Dhlakama, and
probably Kiplagut, were
earlier in Malawi
where they agreed to
the veniue and the time.
But they could not get

eement within the
MNR organisation.

This may mean that
from the rebel side the
issue has all along been
more substantive than
a question of venue.

: reparations for
the talks Mozambican
analysts have been un-
certain whether an
deal struck wit
Dhlakama will hold for
MNR commanders in
differents of the
country. Malawi is the
base of a breakaway
rebel group called the
Mozambican National
Union (Unamo) which
left Renamo in 1987
and has since operated
on the Mozambique
side of the Malawi bor-

* The Mozambique
delegation included For-
eign Minister Pascoal
Mocumbi and Rafael
Maguni, coordinator of
the draft constitution.
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