Mozambique peaceH
talks start today 124/%

MAPUTO.

THE Mozambican gov-
ernment and MNR ban-
dits, who have fought for
14 years, will start their
first direct peace._talks in
Malawi today, President
Joaquim Chissano’s of-
fice announced yester-
day.

A communique said
the government delega-
tion, headed by the Min-
ister of Transport, Ar-
mando Guebuza, flew to
Malawi yesterday after-
noon.

Malawi was the govern-

ment’s choice of venue
for the talks, first pro-
posed by President Chis-
sano in April. It says Ma-
lawi is neutral and
accessible to both sides.
The bandits of the Mo-
zambique National Resis-
tance have said they
would prefer to meet in
Kenya, where indirect
contacts have taken place
over the past year.
Frelimo has been fight-
ing the South African
backed MNR since inde-
pendence from Portugal
in 1975.— Ziana-Reuter.



