Light at the end of the ;
tunnel for Mozambique " ®

MOZAMBIQUE, racked by war
and destabilisation from across
the border in South Africa ever
since the liberation war with
the Portuguese began in the six-
ties, seems to be slowly edging
towards peace. Six months after
talks about talks began in Nairo-
bi, direct negotiations between
the bandit MNR movement and
the government in Maputo
could be near.
By Guy Amnold
MAPUTO

‘The whole Southern Africa
region would benefit from
peace in Mozambique. The
country s in a unique position.
It is the only state in the region
whose recovery is now as im-
portant to its neighbours as it is
to itself.

In the case of Malawi, Mo-
zambique is the source of
800 000 refugees, adding a
crippling burden to the Malawi-
an economy. And the Nacala
railway from Blantyre to the
port of Nacala is — or will be
when fully rehabilitated — of
far greater value to landlocked
Malawi than it is to Mozam-
bique itself, although it will pro-
vi%e much needed revenue
from transit fees.

In central Mozambique the
D ot Tombaes ateporty
t of Zimbabwe's im
Peu;;eenexports and, when them
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mbabwe traffic. L
Destabilising Mozambique by
helping MNRiandlts has been
a ‘South African means
Zimbabwe, the most
formi abie of the Frontline
States, at full stretch.

The on of the Lim
go raﬂway:.— from the Zimba-
we border at Chicualacuala to
Maputo — 1s regarded by aid do-
nors as & key to helping the
ked oountries of Central
Africa as well as Mozambique it-
self. The present massive aid ef-
fort to Mozambique is primarily
concerned with these tlg;e
transport routes. Principal ben-
eficlaries will be Malawi, Zam-
bia and Zimbabwe. ;

At ‘one level it must be frus-.

trating for war-torn Moza-
:lemue 'h:ed’g: malc:x aid is
to the coun
to mgxm rt easier foti.tz
neighbours. Yet, of course, it is
also a major beneficlary. -
Before independence 40 per-

EVER since talks about talks began in Kenya six months ago between the

leader of the MNR bandits, Afonso Dhlakama,

and Mozambican church-

men, Mr Dhlakama has rejected President Mugabe as a mediator for full
peace talks. Both the bandits and the government have also put demands

neither would accept. But now Dhlakama’s attitude is said to
are rising of a
nefits peace in blozam

and ho
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softening

agreement. Gemini News Service reports
bique would bring to the entire regioxl:?

cent of its revenues came from
transit fees for handling the im-
ports and exﬁons of landlocked
neighbours. Hopefully that state
of affairs may soon be restored.

Mozambique is desperately
war-weary. Rich in resources, it
could be self-sufficient in agri-
culture as well as a substantial
exporter of food commodities
such as cashew nuts and sugar.
A number of minerals wait to be
exploited.

But Mozambique needs
reace. Last August MNR bandit
eader Afonso Dhlakama met in
Nairobi with church leaders
from Mozambique acting as
intermediaries for the govern-
ment.

As with Arigola on the ?:Ko-
site side of the continent, other
African presidents — in this
case Daniel arap Mof of Kenya

and Cde Mugabe — were spon- .

soring the peact moves.
Though there were no immedi-
ate results, it was a start.

At the fifth congress of Mo-
zambique’s ruling Frelimo Party
in August, the party quietly

references to Marxism

ninism. Instead, Presi-

dent Joaguim 'Chissano made
plain that private business and
investment were welcome and

would be given every opportuni-
ty to . In January Cde
Chissano pi Com- "~

roposed major
stitutional changes: direct elec-
tions, a fixed term for the presi-
dency and legislature,
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until proven guilty.

The economy shows some Fs

signs of picking up, although as
yet most of the improvement re-
sults from the large inflow of aid
resources.

.+ The scafs of war will take a

long time to heal. Two genera-
tions of children have now

missed school altogether. Na-
tional health and educational fa- - -
.« cilities have deteriorated alarm-

ingly. The quality of teachers is
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towns and cities and the transit

troops from Zimbabwe, Tanza-
nia and Malawi, but large parts
of the rural areas are in the
hands of local bandits — not
necessarily MNR — who have
guns and feel themselves
independent.

Mozambique has become in-
creasingly dependent on West-
ern donors. Such aid, at least in
part, has been given as an ear-
nest of Western support for the
nine-nation Southerm African
Development Co-ordination
Conference.

“This stance has allowed the
West to ignore the larger issue
of putting real pressures on
South Africa. Nonetheless, the
aid is having a2 major impact on

Mozambique .

the Mozambique economy. As
long as the Western dopor com-
munity is prepared to help gen-
erously, Mozambique has a real
possibility of gettinj enough aid
to promote a real economic
recovery.

That prospect depends on the
war situation. In this there is at
least the possibflity that part of
the policies of President F. W.
de Klerk will include an end to
South African support for MNR
bandits. If South Africa at last
keeps its side of the Nkomat
Accord, made by President Sa-
mora Machel back in 1984 and
ceases all support for MNR ban-
dits, the prospects for Mozam-
bique should improve dramati-
ca?}y. — Gemini News.
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