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PEAGE
Far to thc nor'3h ol ltlozamblqru's capltal, llaputo,

Alrlca's best deep-utatet port ls a hsuen oJ peace and
danlopmcnt tn a country crlpplad by Rcnamo)s
ulclous tmalrrrnga' lDat.

I?n,c rallu:ay lnland lrom Nacals gota ls l+lalswl's
nstursl trade toutc to the u:orld ond, thanks to
lfiternatlonal ald and'a pacl betuteen ltalotuul and
Senamo,lt ls again runnln/.

lfarl lilalo4 a lournallst lor the Btltlsh ncutspapct,
The lndepcndeit, Eauels ex|cnshnly ln llonmblque
snd recentty tool thc tttln to lhc bustlln3 pot.l ol
Nacala. Parade usac gluen pcrmlsslon to publlsh thlr
repott.

Whlle ln Jhc reglon, Dlalcr also managed to
lntcniew the Renamo lcadq Alonso llhlehama, e
shorl, lllcducatcd tnsn utho* zoou>man tctrorf,st
sftn! contlnues to torment ltoumblque's clttlllan
pogulotlon as unll at out own along our bordet

NAMINA
S C R U F F Y  y o u n g  s o l d i e r s
cheered and blew whist les and
barefool children sprinted ahead
a s  a n  a r m o u  r - p l a t e d  e n g i n e
blasted its horns to announce the
arrival of the frrsl train in a month
in  l h i s  no r the rn  Mozamb ican
town.

A  c e l e b r a l i o n  e r u p t e d  a t
N a m i n a ' s  w h i t e w a s h e d  t r a i n
station as soon as the wheels
screeched to a halt. Hundreds of
local peasants emerged .from
wattle and daub huts to barter
cashew nuts, manioc and groen
peppers {or goods such as soap,
oil, even imported South African
beer, brought by Passengers lrom
the provincral  caPrta l  o l  NamPula,
about 80 km to the east.

Halted by rebel sabotage for
the pasl  four years,  the 640km
long rai l road whrch cuts across
northern Mozambique to l ink the
neighbour ing country of  Malawi
to the lndian Ocean Port of
Nacala. east Atrica's best deep
wate r  ha rbour .  r s  runn ing .

Known as the Nacala Corr idor,
the railroad is considered by most
analysts to be key to the heal lh of
lhe Malawian economY, which
now spends an estimaled 40
percent  of  i ts  foretgn exchange
earnings to ship exPor ls and
imports through Zimbabwe and
Mozambique to Soutn Afr ican
ports. Use of the Nacala route
could cut that figure to ten
percent.

President  Joaquim Chissano's
FRELIMO government,  2000km
away in the capi ta l ,  MdPuto,  is
count ing on the Nacala Corr idor
lo bolster its eflort to revive an
e c o n o m y  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n
des t royed  by  the  14 -Year -o ld
rebel war

Mozambican of l ic ia ls saY the
l ine could open uP agr icul tural
and mineral  r iches in northern
provinces such as Niassa and
Zambrzia, earn vatuaDte foreign
exchange in transport fees, and

Amet l cen  lood  e ld  ha t
hclped to staue oft sonc ol
the wo.rst ajleeb ol thc wat.

provrde an est imated 3,5 mrl l ion
people wi th a l ink to the outs ide
wor ld.

" l f  the ra i l road can reach
Nrassa, which is our most ferti le
province. we can feed not only the
people of  northern Mozambique,
\^€ can teed the entire country,"
said Nampula provincia l  governor
J a c o b  J e r e m i a h  N y a m b i r .
Governmen l  and  in te rna t iona l
re l ref  of f rc ia ls say that  l ive mi l l ion
Mozambicans now depend on
food aid lor lheir survival.

The Nacala Corridor resumed
o p e r a t i o n s  l a s t  M a y ,  a f  t e r
M a l a w i a n  a n d  M o z a m b i c a n
railroad workers replaced about
20km of  t rack which Renamo had
removed.

S i n c e  t h e n ,  t h e  N a c a l a
Corridor has been free of rebel
sabotage, becoming one of a few
islands of peace in this vast
southern African country of 15
mi l l ion people no longer af fected
by the war.

Yet its future sti l l remains in
doubt,  despi te an est imaled
US$160 mi l l ion al ready commit-
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td to the project. A French-
domina ted  consor l i um,  wh ich
i n c l u d e s  P o r t u g u e s e  a n d
C a n a d i a n  i n t e r e s t s ,  w a s
scheduled to pulf out in December
af ter  complet ing about one-th i rd
o f  t b e  r a i t w a y  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n
or ig inal ly  p lanned. As a resul t ,
trains must travel at a speed of
8km per hour over most of the
track, where crooked rusty rails sit
per i lously on rot ten wooden
sfeepers. '

The trip from Nacala to the
Ma law ian  bo rde r  hamle t  o f
Entrelagos currently takes about
15 days to complete, compared to
17 hours once the l ine is  rebui l t
wi th new rai l  and concrete
sleepers.

Mozambican ofticials say they
a r e  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  F r a n c h
contractors will resume work
e a t l y  n e x t  y e a r .  T r a n s p o r t
Minister Armando Guebuza went
to Paris in December to discuss
the issue. The materials needed to
rebuifd all but 50 miles of the line,
including cement s leepers,  ra i l
and rock ballast, are rady.

The French suspended work in
Apr i l  1988  a f te r  the  rebe ls
attacked a train, and two French
military advisers reported that
3000 soldiers, roughly onetenth
of Chissano's Frelimo army, were
needed to guard the work camps.
The burned-out she[s of 20
prefabr icated houses for  the
consortium sil in tront of the
Namina t ra in stat ion in s i lent
testimony to the war.

Until the French hatted the
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  w o r k ,  f o r e i g n
i n t e r e s t  h a d  b e e n  k e e n .
Investments came from a host 6f
Western nations and the British
multinational corporation Lon rho,
headed by Tiny Rowland, which
needs the line to export its tea and
sugar harvests f rom Malawi.
L o n  r h o  h e l p e d  t o  a r r a n g e
f i n a n c i n g  t o  h i r e  f o r m e r
members of  Br i ta in 's e l i te Special
A i r  S e r v i c e s  t o  t r a i n  a
Mozambican commando force in
the area. .r

Other measures were taken to
beef up security. British experts
@vered the locomotives with
armoured plating and a wirecage,
known as Kreml in Mesh, to
protect drivers from rebel bullets
and rocket propelled grenades.
Malawian troops began accom-
panyf  n9 t r ips over 24O km into
Mozambique.

R e n a m o  l e a d e r  A f o n s o
Dhlakama announced in Nairobi ,
Kenya in August  that  h is rebets
would no longer at tack the Nacala
Corr idor.  Whi le he descr ibed the
decis ion as a gesture of  goodwi l l
towards Chissano's ef for t  to
negotiate an end to the conflict.

the Naa.la Corrldott lthc ltt southc:rn counfvclpoirts to Er;|'r:a and Dlaputo, sttlt needs tobe
delendcd desptto thc perce rn,ct t rg.t has qnrd lt ftom Retumo sabotagc ln recent months.

The raids stopped soon after

rebels had enlisted the support of
a powerfu l  chief ,  Murrupa,  who
had turned against  Frel imo in the
late 1970's when the government
nat ional ised his farm.

"He took 25000 peopte wi th
h im,  g i v ing  the  band i t s  a  m i l i t a ry
a n d  s o c i a l  b a s e , "  G o v e r n o r
Nyambir  said in an interv iew.

"The people went wi th the
chief and carried on with their
farming,  for  the chi ldren wi l l
a lways fo l low the father."

As the war has died down in the
a r e a ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  b i g g e s t
obstacles to making the Nacala
Corr idor v iable is  re luctance by
t h e  F r e n c h  t o  r e s t a r t  t h e
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  w o r k  a n d  b y
Malawian busrnessmen to t rust
the  l i ne .

The  c i t y  o f  Naca  la  i t se t f  ,
get t ing a {acel i f r  f rom mi l l ions of
dol lars worth of  investment f rom
several  Western countr ies,  is  l rke
few other towns in Mozambique.

Barefoot  Mozambican leena-
gers stomp to the Rumba beat of
the late Zairean superstar  Franco
under  a  red  l rgh tbu lb  rn  a  cement
block c l iscoteque at  a People s
Far  r

P a s s e r s - b y  g u z z l i n g  S o u t h
A f r r c a n  C a s t l e  l a g e r  s t u m b l e
towards games oi  chance,  t ry ing
usual ly  in vain to f  i re darts out  of  a
p las t i c  mach ine  p i s to l  t h rough
crudely cut  holes in a wooden
board  o r  ro l l i ng  t i ny  ba l l s  ac ross  a
maze of  p ins for  the pr ize of  a bar
of  soap or  a sweet.  Above the
cashew trees at  the end of  the
sandy t rack arcs the omnipresent
red glow lhat  r ises f rom the
bottom of  the hi l l  where tower ing
br igh t  l i gh ts  i l l um ina te  the  bes t
deep water port  in Afr ica,  Nacala.

TO PAGE 39

TANZAN I

Nlcr l r  Rei lway lNacala
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SOUTHERN AFRICA
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A vltsl ttsdc llnh to the ruuotld lor bndlocfud Iilalausi, Arc
Nacala rallutay ls beglnnlng to Jlourlsh.
sabotage at tempts had al ready Kenya for  peace ta lks in return for
stopped al  least  three months hal t ing at tacks on the Nacala
before,  according to mi l i tary and Corr idor.
ra i l road sources here

Diplomat ic sources bel ieve government forces captured a
Renamo's declarat ion was part  of  rebel  st ronghold in the southern
a deal  reached wi th the Kamuzu Nampula dist r ic t  of  Murrupula last
Hast ings Eanda government in January.  Renamo used the base
L i longwe wh ich  a l l ows  Dh lakama to  ' l aunch  

opera t ions  in  the
to t ravel  f rom his bases in northern provinces of  Nampula,
Mozambique through Malawi to Cabo Delgado an51 Niassa.  The
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Whi le most of  th is southern

Alr ican nat ion cont inues to be
ground down bY the war,  Nacala is
booming.  Businessmen from al l
over southern Afr ica and beYond
arrive each week to marvel at the
smart  new port  fac i l i t ies '  rebui l t
ma in l y  w i th  F inn ish  fund ing  and
experlise.

Spec tacu la r  wh i te  beaches
fade into the c lear b lue of  the
Ind ian  Ocean .  The  shoPs  d i sP laY  a
wide array of local and {oreign
g o o d s ,  n e w  n i g h { c l u b s  a n d
res tau ran ts  a re  oPen ing ,  and
unl ike most Mozambican c i t ies,
there is efectricity and water 24
hours a day.

Naca la  supp l ies  Power  to
several nearby urban centres,
i nc tud ing  the  d rab  Prov inc ia l
cap i ta l  o f  Nampu la ,  an  o ld
Portuguese garrison town 200km
west. That is all thanks to the port.
Anyone doing business in Nacala
must have their contacts on the
docks to arrange their  legal  and
sometimes shadY deals.

There is a fantastic trade in
motorcycles,  for  examPle,  and
most ol them are said to be robbed
from Maputo and Put on a shiP for
Nacala,  where their  or ig in cannot
be traced.

Vis i tors lo Nacala are sure to
get an earful of lacts and figures
about how, i f  the ra i l road to the
southern Afr ican inter ior  ban just
get rebuilt, the town will fuel an
economic explosion in northern
Mozambique and the neighbour-
ing country of  Malawi.

I t  a l l  might  come true i f
P r e s i d e n t  J o a q u i m  C h i s s a n o
succeeds in h is b id to ta lk rebel
leaders into hal t ing their  war.  But
the deepest impression one is left
wi th on leaving Nacala is  Pr ide.
Something unique is  haPPening
here,  and the peoPle in Nacala
know.

The mood on the wide veranda
at the Hotel  Nacala af ter  5 o 'c lock
is usually one of relief, as tfe cool
evening sea breeze chases off the
heat of  the retreat ing sun.

Gutping dovyn chi l led glasses
o f  l a g e r ,  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s ,
businessmen and foreign Port
workers mix with a host of
h u s t l e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  c i O a r e t t e
hawkers sell ing at twice the
official price and young men who
ffash small elephants carved from
ivory from their pockets.

T h e  s t a r s  o f  t h e  s h o w ,
hotrvever, are a pair of deaf and
m u t e  b r o t h e r s  w i t h  u n k e P t
handlebar moustaches who move
f rom table to table chat t ing in s ign
language, ofien to offer a woman
for the night  in return f  or  a dr ink or
a meal .  Hal f  the t ime theY do not
real ly  mean i t ,  though, and their
engaging personal i t ies have lef t
t h e m  w i t h  m a n y  l a s t a n g
fr iendships.  

'But  
they do l ive of f

handouts they can,con oul of the
bar 's  c l ientele,  and when a foreign
sai lor  arr ives,  their  fac ia l  muscles

Afonso Dhlakamo,

quiver wi th exci tement as they
make wave- l ike mot ions wi th their
hands.

There is  no shortage of  r ich
expatr iates.  Most  prominent are
the  F inns ,  who  a re  c red i ted  w i th
most of  the port 's  facel i f t .  One
wonders what they do wi th therr
saunas (steam bath)  in Nacala,
g iven that  for  much of  the year,  the
ci ty i tsel f  is  one big sauna. Then
t h e r e  a r e  t h e  F r e n c h  a n d
Portuguese, most  of  whom work
for  the Consorcio,  the f i rm that
was  rebu i l d ing  the  ra i l road  in land
until rebel attacks scared it o{f .

Somet imes the long drawl of
the American south can be heard,
when a few good old boys f rom
Lou is iana  and  Texas  come in  on  a
g i a n t  U S  g r a i n  s h i p .  T h e
appearahce of  Pakistani  sai lors
usual ly  means restaurants wi l l
soon have rice in stock.

Soviet  mi l i tary advisers and
techn ic ians  f rom the  nearbY
airbase dr i f t  in  too,  but  their
numbers  a re  dw ind l i ng  in  Naca la
a s  t  h e y  a r e  e l s e w h e r e  i n
Mozamb ique .

Depend ing  on  one 's  Income,
d inner  w i l l cqns is t  o f  r i ce  and  f i sh
a t  h o m e  o r  a t  u P m a r k e t
restaurants and nightc lubs to
d a n c e  a n d  s a m P l e  l o b s t e r s ,
prawns, or  imported beef  .  Some of

leadzr ol the lfNR.

the  c i t y ' s  f i nes t  cu i s ine  i s  sa td  to
be  had  a t  the  raunchy  l i t t l e  d  i ne r  a t
the  Peop le ' s  Fa i r .  l t  a l i  g i ves
Naca la  the  a i r  o f  be ing  in  ano the r
@unt ry .

Realr ty dawns ear lY the next
m o r n i n g  w h e n  h u n d r e d s  o f
baggage- laden t ravel lers,  among
them soldiers carrying AK-47
a s s a u l t  r i f l e s  a n d  g r e n a d e
launchers.  t ry to catch l i f is  uP the
h i l l  t owards  the  checkpo in t .

There at  mid-daY a mi l i tarY
convoy departs to escort  lorr ies
fu l l  o f  ca rgo  ou t  o f  Naca la  and  tn to
the hinter land where the war
rergns supreme.

"We a re  a l l  wa i t i ng  fo r  the  war
to  end  and  {o r  the  rehab i l i t a t i on
work on the t rack,"  said Manuel
Momade Nuru,  an inspector  at
Nacala 's port .  "Unless the t rack ts
rebui l t  and we can at t ract  t ra l l ic
f  rom Ma law i ,  t h i s  w i l l  a l l  be
mean ing less . "

The fate of  the diPlomat ic
ef for t  to negot iate an end to
Mozamb ique 's  war  s t i l l  hangs  in
t h e  b a l a n c e ,  a l t h o u g h  t  h e
m e d i a t o r s  i n  t h e  c o n f l i c t ,
presidents Mugabe and Daniel
Arap Moi  appear to have c leared
the path toward di rect  ta lks at  a
mee t ino  in  Na i rob i  two  mon ths

The  new round  o f  Na i rob i ta l ks
w a s  d e s i g n e d  t o  b r e a k  t h e
impasse in the dip lomat ic ef for t  to
end the war,  which has k i l led
100  000  c i v i l i ans ,  fo rced  one
mi l l i on  peop le  i n lo  ne ighbour ing
countr ies,  and lef t  at  least  f ive
mi l l ion dependent on internat io-
nal  food aid.

The talks have been at a
s t a n d s t i l l  s i n c e  m i d - O c t o b e r .
Whi le the author i t ies in Maputo
have demanded that the rebels
recognise the Frelimo government
as legi l imate and lay down their
arms, Mr Dhlakama has cal led for
recogni t ion of  Renamo as a
pol i t ical  movement and for  d i rect
ta lks between equals.

Mr Chissano has stuck to the
Frelimo position lhat because
Renamo was formed in the 1970's
by  Rhodes ia ,  and  was  la te r
sponsored by South Africa, it has
no legi t imacy as a pol i t ical  partY.
He also cited widespread attacks
by Renamo f ighters on c iv i l ians.

Mr Dhlakama, on the ot [er
rrand,  has maintained that  s ince
his 20000-strong rebel armY has
n o t  b e e n  d e f e a t e d  o n  t h e
battletield, there is no reason to
q u i t ,  f i g h t i n g  a n d  w i l l i n g l Y
disappear as a movement.

"Neither side feels sufficiently
pressured to comPromise," said
one dip lomat ic source.  "Renamo
feels strong enough to demand
guarantees of  shar ing power and
they wi l l  nol  accept crumbs f rom
the table,  whi le Frel imo has
internat ional  opin ion on i ts  s ide.
hence the logiam."

Af ter  12 years of  f  ight ing
Fre l rmo .  Dh lakama,  36 ,  sa id  i n  a
recent interview in an east African
caoi ta l  that  he was conl ident  that
F re l imo  and  Renamo wou ld  beg in
negot iatrons soon. He said the
med ia to rs ,  P res iden ts  Mugabe
and Daniel  Arap Moi ,  urged
Frel imo and Renamo rebels to
d rop  the i r  p recond i t i ons  fo r
negot iat ions and to begin di rect
ta lks.

The peace Process, initiated
last  year by senior  Mozambican
clergymen, has been deadlocked
for the past three months over the
r e b e l s ' r e f u s a l  t o  a g r e e  t o
Chissano's demand tha' t  theY
recognise Mozambique's current
constitution and laws. "We would
have to say,  look,  Frel imo must
recognise Alonso Dhlakama as
president  of  the Mozambique
N a t i o n a l  R e s i s t a n c e  w h i c h
opposes Marxism in Mozambi-
que,"  he said.  " l  do not  th ink theY
are going to do something l ike
that ."
'  Renamo st i l l  o f f ic ia l lY re iects
Zimbabwe as a mediator, because
the government has commit ted at
least 7 000 troops to battle the
rebels along key transport routes'
such as the Beira and LimPoPo
corr idors.

"You can' t  forget  that  Mugabe
is one of  the Pi l lars hold ing uP

TO PAGE '9
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Frcl imo,"  he said.  ' l f  Mugabe
38ys that there is no need to have
recognition, that these negotia-
tions should take place, I am very
ralislied."

A government spokesman in
Maputo lo lct  the Mozambique
News Agency, AlM. in Dec*nber
that "as far as we know, the
position of the mediators is not to
h a v e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h o u t
preconditions." Bul Mr Chissano
t o l d  a  s u m m i t  m e e t i n g  o {
Lusaphone African countries in
Cape Verde also in Decemberthat
Frelimo was very close to direct
talks with Flenamo.

While both the governmenl
and Renamo agree that the key
mechanisms to end the war are
revision of the constitution and
general elections, wide differen-
cgg oenlre on how changes
should be made.

Mr Chissano, whi le h intrng that
Renamo o{ficials could one day
jo in the cabinet ,  ins ists on
maintaining the one-parly state
w h i c h  h a s  e x i s t e d  s i n c e
Independence in 1975. The rebels
ere demanding eleclion of a
C O n s t i t u e n t  a s s e m b l y  a n d
creation of a multi-party system,
al though Mr Dhlakama said the
latter point was negotiable.

Mr Dhlakama's first contact
with a group of Mozambican
bishops seeking to bring togerher
the two sides occurred in Nairobi
in August .  Since lhen he has
emerged from relative obscurity
into the l imel ight  o l  a d ip lomat ic
eftort to end the war, maeting
enYoys f rom several  Western
countr ies,  inc luding lhe Uni ted
Slates, as well as from South
A f r i c a ,  R e n a m o ' s  l o n g - t i m e
patron.

Mr Dhlakama made i tc learthat
he considered most ol the outside
world to be his enenry. "All thc
n e i g h b o u r i n g  c o u n t r i e s  a r e
fighting us, even litt le Malawi, has
troops fighting us," he said. "Even
South Africa is providing war
material, it is encouraging the
Marxists.  They are al l  f ight ing us."

Dhlakama accused Uni led
States of aiding a propaganda
campaign to portray his rebels as
bloodthirsty outlaws and said he
c o u l d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y
Washington did not treat him like
it did Jonas Savimbi, leader ol
Angola's UNITA movement. A 65
State Department report released
in April 1988 written by an expert
on relugees, Robert Gersony
echoed accounls by a broad
range of war refugees and foreign
aid workers in accusinq Benamo

o t  x i l l i n g  1 0 0 0 0 0  c i v i l i a n s ,
mut i lat ing many,  many more,  and
r u n n i n g  v i r t u a l  s l a v e  f a b o u r
camps to supply their fighters.

Dhlakama flatly denied the
charges,  saYing that  " in the
history of guerril la warfare it b
impossible to be with the PeoPle
while making li le ditficult for
them." When a reluge accuses
Renamo of abuse, he said, it is a
l ie.  "He is not  saying i t  wi th h is
heart, he is saying it to satisfY the
j o u r n a l i s t , "  D h l a k a m a  s a i d .
"Because saying the oPposile, he
could disappear or be sent back to
Mozambique."

But he said support from
conserva t i ve  Amer i can  lobby
g r o u p s  a n d  b u s i n e s s m e n
cont inued. "We have f r iends,
senators, congressmen, who, in
fact, believe that Renamo is an
an t i -Marx i s t  o rgan isa t ion  tha t
ought to be also lreaied like the
other organisat ions."

D i r e c t  t a l k s  w i t h  t h e
government  wou ld  rePresen t
recognition which has always
eluded Dhlakama, a father of  thre
and son'of a chief who atlended a
Cathol ic  mission school  in the
central Shona-speaking region of
Mozambique's Manica Province.
He said he joined Renamo in 1977

atter "Frelimo made lrrlarxism
otficial in Mozambique." Security
agents in Rhodesia have said they
helped to form Renamo to spy on
Zanla based in Mozambiquein the
mid-1970's.

Such sponsorship by Rhode
sia, until Zimbabwe's independe-
nce in 1980, and later by South
Afr ica has ctong _n_u.g
undermine Renamo's image.

While denying that Preloria
stil l backed his rebels, he saw no
moral dilemma about receiving
support from a white minority
government. "lf I received arms
lrom South Africa to l iberale my
people from the Marxist yoke in
Mozambique, to fight Moscow's
arms in Mozambique, I  th ink that  I
would not be committing any
error."

Negotiations are the only /
to end the war,  Dhlakama said,
because of the impact the 20000-
strong rebel  army has had on'he
economy, already one of Afr
poore6t.

"l l is Renamo that controls
country.  Mozambiqug'S comr,  , .
nications links are very poor, and
all the roads are blocked," he said.
"The rail l ines try to work but they
don'l work al even 50 percenl.
Almost everything is paralysed."
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