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Renamo issues its peace terms

NAIROBI -~ Mozambique’s
rebels have pledged their good
faith in continued negotiations
towards peace but have called for
the withdrawal of Zimbabwean
troops from the country and ac-
cused them of killing clvilians,
writes Todd Shields. ' '

It was Renamo’s first public
statement since last week’s indi-
rect talks here involving the Ken-
yan and Zimbabwean presidents
and Mozambican church leaders.
The statement and a covering let-
ter, hand-dellvered to journalists’
offices In Nairobl, appeared to be
conclliatory and forswore any in-
tention to overthrow the Maputo
government. On the issue of elec-
tions, Renamo said: “The people

are sovereign and have the in-
alienable right to elect their lead-
ers.” Observers noted the ab-
sence of Renamo’s previous
demands for multi-party elec-
tions, In its peace offer the
Frelimo government made no
provision for elections, instead
holding out a chance for former
“bandits” to join Frelimo.

In the negotiations, “agree-
ment was reached on the impor-
tance of an immediate end to the
civil war”, Renamo sald in its
English-language covering letter,
adding that the encounter had
lald groundwork for further ne-
gotiations, “Renamo publicly de-
clares that it will do everything it
ean so the actual negotiation pro-

'

cess continues and finally ends in
peace,” sald the statement.

The negotiations that ended on
Friday appeared to have left the
two sides far apart on several is-
sues, said sources briefed by offi.
clals of the Kenyan government,
which acted as intermediary.

In its 16-point statement
Renamo called for respect for sec-
ular traditions, an apparent ref-
erence to the rebels’ longstanding
complaint that the government in
Maputo does not respect chiefs,
“1t is not Renamo’s intention to
change the existing order in Mo-
zambique through armed force,”
the statement said, adding:
“None of the parties involved in
this conflict has anything to win

with the continuation of the war.”

The statement also accused the
alr force of neighbouring Zimba-
bwe of bombing civillan targets at
a cost of 501 lives. Zimbabwe
maintains about 10,000 troops in
Mozambique to guard its road
and rail links to the Indian Ocean
from Renamo attack.

The statement appeared at
least partly to be a demand that
Renamo be treated as Frelimo’s
equal, with neither side laying .
blame on the other, “An end must
be put to jnsulting verbal at-
tacks,” it said. “Emphasise the
future, not the past.” Mozam-
bique's official media persists In
calling Renamo figures “armed
bandit ringleaders”.



