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AIROBI - Delegatlons from
jthe Mozambican government
and the Renamo rebel move-
'ment have arrived here to begin
negotiatons, brokered by the
Kenyan government, aimed at
“ending the civil war that has ra-
vaged Mozambique (or more
than 10 years.

"This is the first tlme that rep-
resentatives of the Mozambican
government and rebels have had
face-to-face discussions and the
meeting represents the most
promising step yet taken to end
the fighting. i

Renamo's delegation Is head-
ed by the leader of the rebel
movement, Mr Afonso Dhlaka-
ma. The Frelimo government
has sent a relatively low-level
delegation. The talks are seen
by knowledgable analysts as
having enormous potential sig-
pificance in that they represent

the first concrete steps that
have yet been taken to end the
| conflict.

The Frelimo delegauon is ac-
companied by senior church
leaders from Mozambique,
where the churches have played
an important role In promoting
the concept of negotiation to end
the war and in bringing the par-
ties together. .

The Nairobi meeting Is being
closely watched not only by the
South African Government but
by the major Western powers
and the Soviet Union, which
have increasingly been co-
operating in efforts to find nego-
tiated solutions to conﬂicu in
the region.
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