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| Kenya agrees to medlate
in Mozammcan cm:! war

Paul Fauvet in Maputo

"ENYA has agreed to me-
diate in the conflict be-
tween the Mozambique
Government and South Afri-

can-backed rebels, the Mozam- |

bican President, Joaquim Chis-
sano, said at the weekend.

With the fifth congress of the
ruling Frelimo party due to
open in Maputo today, the Ke-
nyan mediation spearheads a
broad African initiative to end
the war.

President Chissano told jour-
nalists at the weekend that
President Daniel Arap Moi of
Kenya had agreed to mediate

between the government and |

‘the Mozambique National
Resistance (MNR).

President Moi visited Maputo

late last week to discuss the
next steps in a peace initiative
which has so far involved the
Kenyan Government brokering
discreet contacts in Nairobi be-
tween Mozambican church
leaders and ~ MNR
representatives.

President Chissano said that :

he and President Moi had de:
cided to set up a group of Afri-
can leaders to assist in the
peace process.

The first head of state, to be
drawn into the group was Presi-
dent Robert Mugabe of Zimba-:
bwe., a country with about

10.000 troops inside Mozam-
bique helpmg the army in the

war against the MNR.

President Chissang said he
met Mr Mugabe in tRe central
Mozambican city of Beira ear-
lier this month, to ask him for
help. The group could later be
broadened to include other

‘African leaders.

His remarks effectively cut
out South Africa, which has

made no secret of wanting to
play a big role in mediating a

conflict which it has done so
much to promote in the past.
President Moi told President
Chissano that he had contacted
the MNR, telling them "to see
the hight.” He was “very opti-

mistic that they are willing to-

participate in talks with your
government.”

The brutal guemlla wanare
waged by the MNR since soon
after independence from Portu-
gal in 1975 has killed an esti-

mated 600.000 Mozambicans
and crippled the countrv's:

farming-based economy, now
h%avu) dependent on foreign
ai

1 where

ment’s strategy is to put both’
military ma"ﬁ diplomatic vﬁ-
sure on the MNR, The peace inl-
tiatives have not jnterrupted a -
government offensive in the
central province of Sofala,
the MNR is
headquartered, '

The army says that it killed
344 rebels in SQfall between
April and June, Reports circu-
lating in Maputo mdmte that
the much contested town of
Maringue. close to the rebel
headquarters, is back in gov'
ernment hands. .

President Chissano is insist-

.ing that conditions for serious

dialogue with the MNR must in-
clude an end to “acts of ban-
ditry and terrorism.” In effect,

 MNR members are being of-

fered incorporation into Mo-
zambican society, if they end
thewar.

Maputo-based diplomats see
this initiative as a bold but typi-

cally pragmatic move by Presi-

dent Chissano, who succeeded
the chaﬂsmatic former presi-
dent, Samora Machel, after he
was killed in 2 plane crash in -
1986. The diplomats said the bid
for a negotiated peace appeared
to have wndespread support
from Mozambique's war-weary

The Mozabican Govern- : population of 15 million.



