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- Mozambique ‘Seéks to end

a war neither side can win

YOUNG Mozambican soldiers
and civilians are staring at barren
ficlds from their train as it rum-
bles towards the South African
border, when suddenly a shot
rings out. Scores of heads disap-
pear from the windows, as passen-
fl:'; and troops crouch on the
r and gulp beer “to calm the
nerves”; ‘ '
Random gunfire is routine on
the 80-milc train ride from Mo-
2ambique’s capital, Mapulo, to
the wealthy border town of Res-
sano Garcia on the banks of the
. Incomati River. The track cuts
' through some of thc most danger-
ous lands in southcrn Africa,
prime killinhgrounds for the Mo-
zambique National Resistance
(Rcnamo) Movement.  Last
Wednesday, a rebel ambush left

. five civilians dead. On 1 June,

cight soldicrs were killed. Each
pile of burnt-out railway carria
and each bullet-ridden building
along the way tells the story of the
ho(rclcsc stalemate in the 14-year-
old war between Renamo and
President  Joaquim  Chissano's
Frclimo mment.

Here in Ressano Garcia, the
strects are deserted after 7pm, ex-
cept for soldicrs and groups of
peoplc carrying mattresses to
slecp in nearby wooded bills in
case the rebels retuin. When
Renamo  units  attacked and
looted the town on 27 April, they
kilied 10 civilians and kid
30 others. The raid was partof a
rebel offensive in southcrn Mo-
zambique which has met fittle re-
sistance from the 30,000-strong
Frclimo army.

As Mozambique celebrated its
14th anniversary of indcpendence
from Portugal on Sunday, there
wcre clcar signs that Mr (gli:sano
was lryinito set up a peace settle-
ment with rebel forees similar to
the onc that the MPLA govern-
ment in Angola rcached last week
with Jonas Savimbi's Unita move-
ment.

With an 1R-month-old amnesty
hilinfl to halt the violence, with
onc-third of Mozambique’s 15
million pcople surviving on inter-
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national food aid, and with a
Western- and Sovict-backed eco-
pomic recovery programme fun-
ning up against the brick wall of
widcspread rural warfare, the
Frelimo ;ovcrnmc:t has said in a
12-point proposal that peacce talks
are possi !mc rebels rcnounce
violence and agree to adhere to
constitutional rule.

The scene of that effort now is
Nairobi, where officials of the
Mozambican Roman Catholic
and Anglican Churches have held
a scries of meetings with repre-

scntatives of Renamo and ob-
scure opposition groups.
With Frclimo's fifth party con-
gres just a month away, Mozam-
ique stands at a crossroads. The
nation’s secmingly endless pa-
ticnce with the war is running out.
An unprecedented student strike
over poor conditions at Eduardo
Mondlanc University in May, in-
volving some children of cabinct
ministers, signalled the public's
anger about rising corruption in
overnment and the party. Soar-
ing inflation is spreading malnu-
trition in the citics. Morale in the
army has seached low cbb, with
enlistcd men and junior officers

to provide the troops with proper

food, uniforms and cquipment.
The Frelimo congress, many

analysts believe,

nity to seek full party backing of a

negotiated setticment to the war. .

Ironically, the biggest barricrs to
a settiement now appear to be
Renamo's own lack of a coherent
Eolitical leadership and the fee-
leness of Mr Chissano's army.
Renamo’s guerrilla Icadership,
headed by the self-styled rebel
president, Afonso Dhlakama, has
no political platform, save for
vague calls for a frec-market
economy, frcedom of religion,
openness to foreign investment
and pluralism — most of which
Frelimo has already adopted. The
main exception is political plural-
ism. Mozambique remains a onc-
party state under Frelimo, al-
though its former adhcrence to

* Marxism-Leninism has faded.

With the United States, the So-
vict Union, and Europe firmly be-
hind the Maputo govcrnment,

Frelimo is heading into the peace. |

rocess with strong international
gacking but with an army unable

to dcliver ar:{ serious punch on

the battlefiel
Another big threat to a peace

accord is the continuing delivery |.

of supplics to the rebels from
South Africa. While diplomatic
and intelligence sources say that
Renamo still reccives support
from inside South Africa, there is
confusion about exactly who is
roviding it. Thesc sources be-
icve the South African govern-
ment has sharply reduced support
for the rebels, but that rencgades
inside South African military
intelligence, which built Renamo
into a potent gucrrilla army from
1980, arc probably still backing
their clicnts.

Other likely culprits arc ex-
treme right-wing members of the
500,000-strong Portuguese com-
munity, most of whom fled to
South Africa after the colonics of
Mozambique and Angola gained

indcpendcence in 1975.

- blaming their superiors for failing .

resents Mr
,Chissano with a prime opportu-




