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ChissarÌo uses
populaÍ voice
against talks
Moznusleuu's  Pres ident
Joaqúm Chissano has been
hoiding a series of meetings
with local people in what is
being s€enãs á bid to deflect
inteËrarional pressure for
negotiations with the rebel
forces. The ofïicial ne\'r/s
agency, AfM, has repon"4 

"number of statements by
Ìocai populations rejecting
talks üth the bandits'.
ïhe reporls are aÌso being
used to explain the differ-
ence between making con-
tacts with the rebeÌs in order
to move the amnesty policy
a.long, and hol di5rg negoria-
tions for power-sharin g.
Recentlv- there has been
specuiahon that Mozam-
bique is making contact 'árith
thó Mozambique National
Resistance rebeis via the
med ia t ion  o f  Kenya
(SoutâS con Y ol.A1 6 p124).
Last mon th Chissano-toured
Gaza and Maputo proünces
and constantìy úised the
theme of "negotiations". In

the town of Chokwe on April
12 he told a mass gathering:'We are not going to sit ãt
the negotiating table with'the 

bariciit gan[s".
Referring io rui tours of all
the counrn/s 10 proünces
Chissano iaia: {ile con-
sulted the peopÌe, and they
said No to negoriations". Hê
refered to foreign pressures
on the government to negoti-
ate with the MÌ.IR. but de-
clared: "The peopÌe wiii not
aÌiow me to negobiate with
them."
He did not specifv the source
of the foreign próssures.
Speakjng in Manhica on
April 21 he said he would
agree to taÌk with represen-
tatives of the MNRlenamo
about their integration into
Mozambican society, but not
in order to satisfv their
demands. Many in the
crowd responded sffongly
against any suggestion that
he mieht establish nesotia-
tions ürat mient lead io the
VNR *ing elected F po.i-
EÌons ol Power.


