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United States envoy in talks on Mozambique conflict .

The Star’s Africa
News Service

HARARE — A senior
American diplomat
has started consulta-
tions 1n the Frontline
states regarding a
South African sugges-
tion that the United
States mediate in the
conflict in Mozambi-
que,

Deputy assistant sec-
retary of state for Afn-
can affairs, Mr Charles
Freeman, held talks in
ilarste with Zimbab-

wean President Hobert
Mugabe.

Mr Freeman said
after the meeung that
his government was ex-
pluring the basis for an
American role and co-
operation 1o bringing
about peace in Mozam-
bigue.

IN TOUCH

He said the American
government was ‘‘in
constant touch with all
parties such as Zim-
babwe, South Africa
and Mualaw1”, but gave
0o other details,

Mr Freeman armived
10 Zimbabwe {rom Mo-
suthbique whete for (wo

days he held talks with
President Joaquim
Chissano

American diplomats
said President Chissano
and Mr Freeman had
held ‘*exploratory
talhs™

Last month South
African Foreign Minis-
ter Mr Pik Botha dis-
closed he had written to
the United States offer-
ing South Africa’s help
to launch a peace imtia-
tive to end the Mozam-
bican vl war, ssmalar
to that in Angola, Namu-
bia.

As few days later Mr

Botha held talks with
Mr Chissano in Maputo
where 1t was agreed the

situations 1n Angola and

Mozambique were to-
tally different Because
both the South African
and Mozambican gov-
ernments agreed on the
need to end the conflict
1n Mozambique there
was no need for a me
diator, a spokesman for
the Department of For~
eign Affairs said.
However, if America
“or other countries”
wished to play a con-
structive role in ending
the conflict they were

welcome to discuss this
with the two govern-
ments

Mr Freeman's trip to
Mozambique and Zim-
babwe came as a sur-
prise but diplomats cau-
tioned that tis talks in
Maputo and Harare did
not indicate a major in-
1ttative was under way.

His trip was being re-
garded in Maputo diplo-
mauc circles as an at-
tempt by the United
States to find out i, fol-
lowing talks between
Mr Botha and Mr Chis-
sano. there was any-
thing Washington could

do o help end the con-
flict 1n Mozambique
Diplomatic sources
said the Mozambican
government’s pasition
towards the rebels of
the Mozamluque Na-
tional Resistance move-
ment had not changed.

REFUSAL
The Frelimo govern-

ment sull refused to ne~ <
gotiate with the. MNR?

but had offered an-am-

nesty to those rebels .

who surrendered.

However, sources
raid, Mr Chissano's gov-

ernment was not dis-
Couraging contacis be-
tween Lhird parties,
such 38 church groups,
and the rebels. :

Following Mr Buha's

proposals Jast mionth,
the MNR tiael repected
any South African -
volvernent i peace ne
goniations, saying South
Africa was now an ally

ent.

ment

of the Mozambican gov-

The MNR insisted on
direct negotiations with
the Frelimo govern-





