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\tr l r ; i l .  u 'a .s  : rc<;0mpl ishcd last  vcar
r r r  r h c  n e g o t i i r t i o n s  b r o k e r e r ì  b y
l l r r .  (  Í n i t t ' r i  S l l ì t c s  w í l s  ; t g r c c l n c n t
, , r r  l l r t '  r v r l l r t l l a w : r Ì  o f  t h t ,  ( l t r b a r r
t l r ' o 1 r s  f r o n t  A n g o l a  a n d  o n  t h e
r r n I J t ' l r r l n t u t i o n  o f  I . h c  i n d t ' p c n -
, l t r r c t '  l r  u t ' r , s s  t r t  N a t t r i b i a .' l ' Ì rcrc  

has bcen no rcconci Ì ia-
l ion bctwr-cn thc l l I ) [ ,A sovcrn-
r Ì r ( ' Ì Ì t  a r ì ( l  t l t t '  t i n i t a  r e b c Ì s  i n  Â n -
gola rvh i r :h  couÌd be uscd as an
t ' x : r r n p l c  f o r  a  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  i n
Nïr izr r r r r Ì r iquc br ' t rvccn t l rc  Frcì i -
Ì ì ì o  l l o v c r n n ì e n t  a n d  t h e  M N I ì
rcbt , Ìs .

bicaur pe&ce initiative L tough taslç

Unlike  the  N lozarnb ique Na-
t iona l  l tes is tancc  (MNR) ,  Un i ta
ì ras  long-s tand ing  and respec t -
: rh Ìc  c rcdcnt ia ls  as  a  Ì ibera t ion
rrrovenrt 'nt as wt: l l  as clear pol i-
cics and a strong leadcrship.

SIIADY ORIGINS
l'hc lllozambìcan rebcl group,

on thc othcr hand, haS shady ori-
g ins .  a  ì i t t le -known leade i  and
vague pol icies and objectives. I t
Ir :rs in addit ion bccn accused of
r, ' i i^spread and ferocious atroci-

i s  thc re fo re  unc lcar  wnar
role Ìllr lìotha envisages for the
{lnìtcd Statcs in Mozambique.'l'hc I.'relimo government will,
horrcvcr, t .ome under irrcreasing
pr( 'ssurc this year to reach a set-
i lorrìonr with the NÍNR. but indi_
( 'árt lons arc thâl for thc moment
Ììo t ìr 'g()t iat ions are in sight.

ï 'hcrc ha.s bc.en no cornment
lrorrr t Ìrr :  l \ Íozanrbican authorit ics
on NIr lJotha's statenìent, but i t  is

BY JOAO SANTA RI ÏA ,
The Stor 's AÍr ico

News Scrvice
F o r e i g n  M i n i s l e r  M r  P i k
B o t h o ' s  p r o p o s o i  f o r  t h e
Uni ted  Sto les  to  n red io Ìe  in
Ìhe  conÍ l i c t  in  Mozombique
os i t  d id  in  the  Ango lo-No-
m i b i o  d i s p u t e  i s  p u z z l i n g  i n
01 leos i  one mojor  respec t .
Th is  i s  tho t  Ìhere  is  no  c leor
poro l le l  be tween the  s i tuo-
t i o n  i n  M o z o m b i q u e  o n d

tho t  in  Ango lo .

un ì ikc ly  th : r t  the  F ' re ì imo au th-
or r t i cs  rv i l l  a t  th is  s tagc  agrcc  to
anv direct negotiat ir .rns wÍth the
NiINR.

'We wi l l  no t  ta lk  to  rnur r l c r -
ers," [)rcsident Joaquirn Chissano
r - r f  Ì \ {ozanrb ique sa id  Ìa te  las t
year.

Las t  month ,  he  to ld  fo re ign
diplornats in Maputo that his gov-
ernrnent expccted South Afr ica to
at ' t : t 'pt i ts historirr responsibi l i ty
by  hc lp ing  d isnran t le  the  MNR
rebe l  opera t ion ,  bu t  re i te ra ted
his stanr:e that thcrc could be no
ncgotiat ions with the MNR.

There are. horvever, signs that
thc Mozambican government is
hzìvlng to ad<-rpt a nrore fk'xiblc
atl i tuda towards a negotiatcrl  set-
t Ìctncnt of thc rvar.' l 'he autlrori l . ies hlrvc confirnrcd
tha t  thcy  suppor ted  the  fo rma-

t ion of  a  contact  group made up
of  rcpresentat ives f rorn the Mo-
zarnbican churchcs rvho are ta lk-
ing to the MNIì  about  ways to
cnd thc wl r .

I lowcver ,  the Nl in is tcr  o f  Jus-
t i c e ,  Ì \ { r  A l Ì  D a u t o ,  s a i d  t h e
c h u r c h  € l r o u p ' s  o b j e c t i v e  w a s
onlv to  expia in to  the MNIì  the
t e r r l r s  o f  t h e ' a m n e s t y  w h i c h
I) rcs idcnl  ( . 'h issano cxtended for
r n r ) t h I r  1 r ' ; r t '  i n  I  ) r . r ' c l D b t . r .

I t  w a s  n c v c l t h c l c s s  t h e  f i r s t
t in t<r  that  thc l \ lozar l l l ican gov-
( ' Ì r ì r ì ì ( ' Ì r l  l r i r r Ì  t r r l r r r r l l l r l  t l t e  y i r r s s i -
b i l i t y  o f  i n t l i r c c t  c o n t r c t s  w i t l ì

t h e  M N I Ì .
f'rcssure for the Mozambican

governnÌent t0 come to somc sort
of  act 'or r rmodat ion is  a lso coming
Írorn Mozarr rb iqur : ' r "  a l l ics .

I n  N o v c r r r b c r .  T a n z l n i a  w i t h -
d r c w  i t s  a r m y  c o n t i n g e n l  f r o m
IVlozarnbique,  say ing the sokl iers
har l  acr :onrp l ishcd thei r  miss ion.

I Ìowcver .  some din lomats sa id
' l ' : rnzania 

could no lôngcr  af Íord
t .ho cosl .s  of  kceping thousanr ls  of
r n c n  i n  N l o z a m b i q u e  a n d  o t h c r
r'(tp(ìrts s:rirì the Tanzanian go1,-
( .n ì l Ì r ( Ì r ì t  had bocn ìnf r r r ia tcr l  bv
l ' r  t ,s i r i .n t  ( - 'h iss l rno 's  t icc is ior r  tõ

t n t ' r ' 1 .  I ' r c s i t l < ' r r l  B o t . h a  a n d  t o
r( ,a( ' t iv r r tc  t l r t '  Nkomlr t i  Accord.

In Novenrbcr .  thc Soviet  arn-
b; rss; r rkr r  Ío  l \ , loz i r r r rb i t l r rc ,  i \ ' Í r  Ni
k o l a y  I ) y b c n k o .  c a u s c r l  s h o < . k
w;rv ts  in  t l ro  NÍ : rputr l  r l ip Ìonl r t ic
C o r r r r r r u r r i t v  $ ' h 0 n  l r t :  s a i d  t . h i r t  t l r t '
Sovic l  guu"r 'n t Ì ìc l ì t  wi ls  not  going
t o  i n c r e a s c  i t . s  m i l i t a r y  a i d  t c r
M a p u t o .

At  thc sarnc t i r r rc ,  Z i rnbabn' r , .
w l t i t  h  h a s  t h o u s a n t l s  o I  t r o o r r s  i r r
Ì \ lozunrb iquc.  is  corn ing undór  i r r -
c r c l r s i r r g  p r ( ' s s u r e  a s  t h c  I \ l N l Ì
extcnds r ts  arcas of  oucrat ions to
thc Z imbabwcan border  regror ìs .

DI'TERI()IÌATING

T h e  Z i n r b a b w e  g o v e r n m e n t
says,  howevcr .  i t  has no in tcnt Íon
o f  l c a v i n g  N Í o z l r n r b i q r r e .  Í ì u t
s { J u r c c s  i n  I l a r a l c  s a i t l  l : r s t
nronth that  prcssures on the Mo-
zarnbican govtrnrnent  to  seck a
peâcc agrcct Ì Ìcnt  were l ik t ' ly  to
i n c r c a s e  t h i s  y e a r .  T h e ' s i t u a t i o n
i n  c c r t a i n  a r c ; r s  o f  M z a m b Í q u e
was.  in  fact .  d t ' tcr iorat ing.

' l ' h c  
F r e l i m t r  l e a t l c r s h i p  a p -

Jr t 'ers  to  bc r rn i lcd and Pres ident
Ohiss: . rno is  f  i rnr ly  in  < 'ontro l .

lhcr t 'hrvc bccn no changcs in
t h e  F r e l i m o  [ ) a r t y  h i e r a r c h y
s i n t ' e  P r c s i d c n t  C h i s s a n o  s u c -
cccrlcd l)resident Sarnora IlIachel
rnore l .han two years ago and a l -
though a pr ì Ì ' ly  congr( 'ss la tcr  th is
ycar  is  expcct tx l  to  in t roducc for-
r r ra l  changt 's  in  thc par ty 's  i t ì to-
ì r ' g i r ' : r l  ; r r r r l  ( ' ( ' ( ) Ì ì o n ì r ( '  p r , l i c i c s .  t r o
Ì< ' ; r r lc r .shìgr  < hangcs : r rc  cx lx ' r ' tc :d.

Pres ident  Jooquim Chissono oÍ  Mozombiqve .  .  so id he would not  Ìo lk


