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Mozambican peace initiative a tough task

Wil W wccempinhed last year
i the negotiauons brokered by
te Dnited Sates was agreement
“hthe witldiawal of the Cubun
teeps e Angola and on the
inelorentation of the andepen-
et process i Nammbia

Phere has been no reconetia
1en hetweon the MPLA govern
tee bt amd the Unta tebels in Ane
veba which could be used as an
Nmple tor a reconcihation in
Moz amibique between the Frel-
mo government and the MNR
rebels

I nhike the Mozambique Na-
tronal Resotunce (MNR). Unita
lias long-~tanding and respect-
ble credentials as a Liberation
meverent as well as elear poli-
c1ex and o strung leaderstup

SHADY ORIGINS

The Mozambican rebel group
on the other hand. has shady ory
gins a lttle-known leader and
vagure pohiries and objectives It
has an addiuon been accused of
v ‘aspread and ferocious atroci-

s therefore unelear what
role Mr Botha envisages for the
United States in Mozambujue

Fhe Frelimo government will,
however come under increasing
pressure this year to reach a set-
tlernent with the MNR. but indi-
cations are that for the moment
no negotiations are in sight.

There has been no comment
from the Mozambican authorities
on Mr Botha's statement, but it is

BY JOAO SANTA RITA,
The Star’s Africa
News Service
Foreign Minister Mr Pik
Botha's proposal tor the
United States to mediate in
the conflict in Mozambigue
as .t did in the Angola-Na
mibia dispute s puzzhing n
at least one major respect
Tins 15 that there s no clear
parallel berween the situa-
tion 1n Mozrambique and
that in Angola

unbhkelv that the Frelmo auth
orities Wil dat this stage agree 1o
any direct negotiations with the
MNR

“We will pot lalkh to murder
ers " President Joaquim Chissano
of Muzambique said late last
vear

Last month. he told foreign
diplomats in Maputo that his gov-
ernment expected South Africa to
accept 118 histonie responsibnhiy
by helping dismantie the MNR
rebel aperauon, bul rerterated
his stance that there could be no
negouations with the MNR

There are, however, signs that
the Mozambican government is
having 10 adopt a more flexible
attitude towards a negotiated set-
tlement of the war.

The authorities have confirmed
that they supported the forma-

President Joaquim Chissano of Mozambique

. sard he would not talk

to “murderers’’.

ton of a contact group made up
ol representatives from the Mo-
sambican churchies who are talk
g to the MNR about ways to
end the war

However, the Minister of Jus-
tice Mr Alr Dauto. said the
church greup © objective was
only to explain to the MNR the
terms of the amnesty which
President Chissano extended for
another year in December.

It was nevertheless the first
time that the Mozambican gov-
ernment had admitted the possi-
bility of indirect contacts with

the MNR

Pressure for the Mozambican
government to come to some sort
of accommodation 1s alse coming
1rom Mezamhigue's allies

In Nuvember. Tanzama with-
drew 1ts army contingent from
Mozambsque, saying the soldiers
had accomplished theyr mission

However. some diplomats said
Tanzania could no longer afford
the costs of keeping thousands of
men in Mozambique and other
reports said the Tanzanian gov-
ernment had been infuriated by
President Clussano’s decision to

teet Presedent Rotha and to
1eaetivale the Nkomati Aceord

In November the Soviet am
fass aedor 1o Mozambigne M Ny
kolay Dybenheo caused shoek
waves m the Maputo diplomane
Cotnmnumty when he sagd that the
Soviel government was not guing
to merease 1ts mulitary aid to
Muaputo

At the same tine Zimbabwe
wineh has thousands of troops in
Mozambique 18 coming under -
creasing pressare as the MNR
extends s areas of operations to
the Zimbabwean border regions

DETERIORATING

The Zimbabwe government
~ays however it has po intention
ot leaving Mozambigue RBut
sources an Harare said fast
menth that pressures on the Mo
cambican government to seek a
peace agreement were likely to
increase this year The sitaation
n certain dreas of Mzambique
was 1n fact, deteriorating

The Frehmo leadership ap-
pears to be umited and President
Chnssano s firmitv n eontrot

There have heen noe changes m
the Frelimo Party hierarchy
~inee President Chissano suc-
ceeded President Samora Machel
more than two years ago and al-
though a party congress later this
year is expected to introduce for-
mal changes in the party’s ideo-
logical and economte policies, no
leadershup changes are expected.



