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'"PRETORIA SEEKS U.S.. SOVIET MEDIATION TO SETTLE CIVIL WAR IN

MOZAMBIQUE' (250) .
(2/S Washinaton Post article by William Claibcrne)

February 8 Washinaton Post carried the tollowina article by
William Clziborne on caae A34,., with the above headline.

(BEGIN TEXT)

CAPE TOWN. South Africae., Feb. 7 -- South Africae is frvinmo o
initiate 3 U.S5.-brokered s=ttlement cf the civil war in Mozambiaus
similar tc last vear'z neaotiated breskthroucsn in Anacla. Foreian
Minister Rozloct F. (Pik) Botha said todavy.

WhHile scknowledaina that there sre maitor differenc=s betws==n th=

nTlicts in Anaola and Mozambique. Eotha =aid thst a pezce sarzsment
ign is

o
in southeastern Africa miaht be achieved if the Soviet Uni
brouaht into the prozcesse 25 it was in Anaola.

"The idea is., if we could do it in the w=st. why can't we 2o it
in the east." Bothz said.

He said thaet he raised the subiect in 3 m2eting with
then-Secretary of Stste Georae P. Shultz after the sianrina of the
Namibilan-Anaolan peacz saresment on Dec. 22 in New York, and thst he
asked Shultz to pass alona the proposal td his successcr. James A.
Baker III.

There has beern no reszponse vyet Trom the Bush administration.
Botha saids but one of his cides szid later that the foreian minister
planned to actively pursue the idea. Botha said he had rnot vet
approached the Soviets with the propossl.

The Anaolan sareement. brokered by former U.S. assistant
sezretary of state Chester A. Crocker. is seen as the United Siastes'
bicaest dirplomatic achievement in Africa.

For 13 vyears, anticommunist Mozambiaue Nstional Resistance
(Renamo) movement aquerrillas have waaed & arindinag war acainst
Soviet-supported Mozambiaue government. most of that time with

African backina.
) Pretoriz insists that it has stopped assisting the rebels and has
o=Ecun providina nonisthnal military =2quiement to the Mozambican Army o
heler it prevent the querrillas from destrovina hydroelectric power
pylons runnina from the Cahora Bassa Cam in north-central Mozambiaue
to South Africa.

In December. South Africa delivered to Mozambiaue two shirploads
of military trucks. radios. uniforms and other equipment for security
forces derloved to quard the powerlines aaainst Renamo rebels.

South Africa’‘s Military Intelliaence Department., in an effort to
cestabilize Mozambique., took over contsol of Renamo in 1977 from the
Rnodesian qovernment., which created the rebel aroup as a fifth column
Torce in its war against black nationalist querrillas.
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" Renamo sabotaae has kept the Cahora Bassa power eroiect out of
operation since 1983. Last September, Botha and President Pieter W.
Botha met in Cahora Bassa with Mozambican President Joachim Chissano
to discuss restoration of the project with an initial Scuth African
injection of 18 million dollars.

At the time. about 600 of the 4,000 power pylons in Mozambigue
had been destroved by Renamo querrillas. but since then the number has
risen to about 1.400. accordina to South African officials.

In an interview at his bush headauarters near Goronaosa Mount
last Julvy. Renamo President Alfonso Dhlakama said he would continiue
plowina up the pylons as lona as thevy carried electricity to Maputo,
the Mozambican capital.

While the ruling Frelimo aqovernment controls virtually =11 of
Mozambigque's cities and princieal towns. the country's vast rural
areass where 8% percent of the 14.7 million population lives. have
been trapped in chactic violence that has collapsed the countrv's
2conomy and caused widespread sufferina.

~ gotha. talkina to foreian correseondents today. called the
continuation of the war a “traaedy." savina that the attacks on the
pylons alone would double the cost of restoring the sorelv needz=a
vdroelectric proiect. 0Other South African officials zsid it would
_wow cost 80 million dollars to replace the szbotassed pylons.

"The war will have to stoe. It simply will have to stop.... I
have no illusion. I don't savy it's aoina to b2 that =asvy. but I =3v
it can be done." the foreian minister ssid.

Referrina to the aareement last vyear under which 50,000 Cubsn
troors will be withdrawn from Anaola in exchanae "for South Africa
permittinag Namibia to become independent. Boths said. "I sm hoeins the
same kind of proceses would be possible in the cas2 of Moczambigus,
assumina the Soviet Union will alsc play a positive role.®

The United States. Botha said. would have to play & role as
mediator in the neaotiations as it did in Anaola. He zdded. "We
ready to have discussions dn the possibility of puttina toaether
similar procecss of neaotiations."

The two situstions differ.,. however.

The main combatants in the Anacla war were laraelvy controll
vy thelr superpower patrons -- the Anaclan agoverrment and the Cubs

-~y the Soviet Union and Jonas Savimbi's anticommunist rebels of in
1ion for the Total Inderendence of Anaola (UNITA) by the United
T '
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Althouah UNITA was not & party to the Anaolan negoitisticns and
ts role in further naetional reconciliation is still undefineds
“Washinaton., by promisina to continue itz military sid., can exerct

considerable intluence over Savimbi.
In contrasts none of the potential neaotiatina partners in
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Mozambiaue peace process could quarantee to “deliver! Renamo., which is
funded mostly by business interests in Portuazsl and Latin Americs and
oy riaht-wing businessmen and evanaelical Christians in the United

States.
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- Phlakamas in lensthy converzations over s eperiocd of three davs
Julvy. reeeatzdly said {hat he felt betraved by the United States
beCause 1t had beaun tc =2stablizh close economic ties wiih the Marxizs-
Mozambican aovernment.

However. he admitted that he could rot win the war militarily

)
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Just as the Mczambican Army alsg could not -- but that his strateay
wes to force Frelimo to accept neaotizstions for & democratically
glected aovernment..

(END TEXT
(FREZCEDING FZ MATERIAL MNOT FOR PUBLICATION)
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