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'PRETORIA ASKS U.5. AID ON MOZAHBIQUE PEACE' (780)
(2/8 New York Times article by Christopher €. Wren?

February 8 New York Times carried the followina article by
Christopher 5. Wren on paae All, with the above headline.

(BEGIN TEXT)

CAPE TOWN, Feb. 7 -- South Africa has asked the United States to
nelp broker a peace settlement in Mozambique. Foresian Minister kRoelof
F. Botha said Tuesdavy.

Botha said he horped for & plan similar to the seacsz solution that
~A=si1stant Secretary of Stete Chester Crocker worked out in
southwestern Africa. wnich links inderendence for Namibia to s Cuba
military withdrawal from neiahborina Anaola.

"I've sent throuah to the U.S. government & messaae that ws stand
resdy to have talks with the U.S. aovernment tc put toasther sz
comparable eprocess for Mozambiquz. supported by the United Stat
the government in Marputo.”" Bothe said at a news conference here

State Derpartment officials said Tuesday that Bothais rubli
statement took the United States by surerise. zddina that they would
=tudy the request.

"Obviously, our resction will depend on whether Mocambiaque wants
s to be 3 mediator.” a State Department pfficial said *But there iz
very reason to believe that if Mozambiaue waszs prepared to accert such

role for the United States. we would be prerpared to undertake it. "

In response to aquestions. Botha said he made the suaaestion 0
Georae P. Shultz. then secretary of state. durina "a constructive
excnanae of views" after the formal sianina of the peace rpackaae for
Namibia and Anaola at the United Nzations on Dec. 22.

Botha said he asked Shultz to convey the reauest to his successor
in thne Bush administration. but they did not discuss it in detail.

In raising it publicly Tuesdavy. Botha said he wanted the Bush
aaminisiration to et the messaqge.

"I am horping some kind of process would be possible in
mczamlcues " the South Avrican Toreian minister ssid. "I mave no
illusions as to the difficulties ahead of us. but it can be done."

Fellowina inderendence from Portumal in 1975. Mozambigue has been
ravaasd by an insuraency waaed by the Mozambiaue hNational Resistance.,
a guerrills movement better known by its Portuauese acronym. Renamo.

The rebels were initially supported and trained by intelliaence
zaents of the white qovernment in Rhodesia. After black majority rule
came to Zimbabwe. as Rhodesia is now :@lled. South ATrica secretly
tocxk over aid to Renamc.

The insurgents., in tryina to destabilize the aovernment in
Marputos have terroriced ordinary Mozambicans. -

A report last vBar by the United States State Department
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stimated that Renamo had killed 100,000 Mozambicans since 1984. most
f t

—-m e



¢8 1L 1989

- The Mozambican qovernment reeported Mondavy that Renamo insuraents
massacred 38 peorle. wounded another 16 and kidnapped 40 civilians in
two serparate attacks last weekend. 5

Renamo also continues to blow up taraets like the pylons used to
carry electricity from the Cahora Bassa dame which now operates at
only a fraction of capacity.

In the last few vears. Pretoria has publlcally tried to distance
itself from Renamo. -

_ But some Mozambican officials have said they believe. but cannot
prove. that South African inteTliqence =till funnels aid
surrertitiously to Renamo. even as Pretoria offers to helep Mozambigue
rebuild its infrastructure.

A South African dirplomat said President P.W. Botha issu=d s
aovernment directive last vear orderina that any assistance to Renamo
stop immediately.

A Western dirplomat said he thouaht some monevy was beinag sent to
“Renamo by right-winag Portuquese expatriates who immiarated to Scuth
Africa after Mozambican independence. .

Tuesday. Foreian Minister Botha reiterated his countrv's denial

1at it was helrina Renamo. and said the Mozambican aovernment itself
_-1d not believe the charaas. "They've never zaid it's us." Botha said.
"They sayvy. they have never accused us as a covernment."

Since a summit meetina at Cahora Bassa last September betwsen
President Botha and the Mozambican president. Joachim Chissano.,
Pretoria has moved to repair its poor relations with Maputo.

In December., South Africa donated military equipment for s
Mozambican security force that would preotect the hvdroeleciric eprosect
against Renamo querrillas. ‘

Botha complained that Renamo had destroved 4600 powsr-line pyvlons
last Ceptember when South Africa was prepared to make more than 18
million dollars available for the dam's reconstructicon. Now. an
estimated 1+.400 of the protects 4,000 pvylons have been blown up by
Renamc.

Botha did not sav how he expected the United States to nemotiate
an internal peace settlement in Mozambiaue it South Africa could no
‘onaer influence Renamc.

Nor did he say whether his proposal had been cleared with the
_Jzampicans.
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