
Chissano elected as
Mozambique leader

'From Paul Fauvet
ln Maputo

The  Cen t ra l  Con tm i t tee  o l
Mozambique's lu l ing l ' re l i rno
Party on Monday c lccted thu
coun t ry ' s  Fo re ign  M in i s te r .  n { r
, I oaqu im Ch i . s . sano ,  to  succced
President  Samora Nlachel  who
d ied  in  the  as  ye t  unexp la incd
air  crash in South Afr ica t rvo
rveeks ago.

Mr  Ch issano ,  agec l  47 ,  \ vas
e lec ted  p res iden t  o f  t l t e  pd t ' t r , ,
and ,  under  the  cons t i t u t i on ,
th i s  means  tha t  he  au tomat ie -
a l l y  becomes  I Iea r l  o f  S ta te  and
Commander  i n  Ch ie f  o f  t he
a rmed  fo rces ,

The  dec is ion  was  announcer l
i n  the  fo rm o f  a  Ccn t ra l  Conr -
m i t tee  reso lu t i on  read  ou t  by
the  sen io r  f i gu re  i n  Mozan tb i can
po l i t i cs .  F re l imo  Po i i t bu lo
t t t ember ,  Marce l i no  dos  San tos .

N o
po i r t i ca l  changes  a re  cxpcc te r l
under l \ ' I r  Cir issano's lcaclcrs i t i l t .

I I c  has  i re t ' n  i n  the  I ' t ' c l imo
I e a c l c r s h i p  f o r  t h c  p a s t  3 0  ) ' c a t ' s ,
and  g 'as  a  r ' l ose  po l r t i ca l  asso -
c ia te  o i  X I r  \ l ac l t c l

Dur ins  t i l e  r va r  fo r  i ndcper -
dencc f rom Portugal  ] rc rvas i : l
chalgc of  thc I r t 'e l into Scct- t t ' i tv
I )epar tu rc r t t ,  anc l  \ vas  a  n to t t t -
) . r c r  o f  t he  h i . chcs t  I i ' r c ) tn to
pol  ic l ' -11131,1n g bod.v,  thc Pol i t ico-
I I i l i t a r . v  Commi t tec .  l l ecausc  o f
his ro le iu thc u 'at ' .  i \ , { r  C}r issano
h o l d s  t b e  r a n k  o f  m a j o r - g e n e r a l ,
a l thoush  he  ha .s  no t  undc r taken
opera t iona l  n t i l i t a ry  r i u t i cs  s ince
i n d e p e n d c n c e .

tr{ r ' }{a chel appointr" cl h irn
F o r e i g n  X { i n i s t e r  i n , I u l r ' .  1 9 7 5 ,
and  hc  he ld  t i t i s  pos i t i on  un -
i n t e r r u p t e d l l ' u n t i l  n o w .  A s  a

ff,l*

nrenrbe l  o f  t he  l1 -man  I r r cm l ino
po l i t bu ro ,  the  co t tn t r y ' s  t l os t
powel l ' r r l  bodl ' ,  Mr Cl t issano
w; rs  fu l l y  i nvo lved  in  a l l  b ig
po l i t i ca l  dcc i s ions  s ince  indc -
pendence ,

He  w i l l  con t inue  Mr  Mache l ' - s
in t rans igen t  pos i t i on  towards
the  Son th  A f r i can  -  backed
rcbe ls  o f  t l i e  Mozamb iqu  e
Na t iona l  Res is tancc  (MNR) .

Son.re of  t l te lorrghr.st
speeches  th i s  - vea r  aga ins t  an l '
nego t ia t i ons  u ' i t h  th t ,  I INR
\ r re re  made  by  M i 'Ch issano .  and
on i l londal ' ,  imrnedier te l l '  a f ter
h i s  e l c c t i o n ,  M r  C i r i s s r n o
p l c d g c d  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  w a r
against  the t r { } lR to t i rc  f in ish.

The  Mozamb ican  Govern rnen t
ho ids  t i ra t  an t '  nego t ia t i ons
mrrst  be rr ' i th those who con-
t ro l  t he  I INR the  Sou t l t
A1 ' r ' i can .s -and  no t  w i th  the
i ' cbc l s  themse lves .

I { r  Chissano in h is l / tondai '
speech  a l so  p ledged  1o  cmu la te
M r  l l a c h e l  b l , ' t a l i i n g  a  h a r d
i i ne  aga ins t  a l l  i l l ega l i t res  and
abuscs  o f  pou 'c r ' .


