
ì v l O Z A N , Í B I Q U E  a f t e r  S a m o r a
i \ Í u c h c l  i s  a  c o u n t r y  i n  d e c p  c r i s i s  -

b u t  n o t  b e c a u s e  o f  a r r y  s t r u g g l e  o v e r
thc succession.

' i ' h e  
r e a l  s t r u g g l È  w i l ì  b e  t o

rehabi l i ta te the war-ravaged economy
in thc face of  in tensi f ied at tacks by the
l v Í o z a m i q u e  r e s i s t a n c e  m o v e m e n t
(Renamo) and the cer ta inty  of  fur ther
e c o n o m i c  s a n c t i o n s  b y  P r e t o n a -

1 - h c  r u l i n g  F r e l i m o  p a r t y  h a s ,  i Í
a n y t h i n g ,  c l o s e d  r a n k s  a n d  t h e
p o l i t i c a l  s [ r c c e s s i o n  i s  l i k e l y  t o  b e
smooth.  At  the moment ,  the favoured
s u c c e s s o r  i s  t h e  f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r  a n d
n u m b e r  t h r e e  i n  t h e  F r e l i m o
hierarchy,  Joaquim Chissano.

A l t h o u g h  a l a r m i n g  r e p o r t s  a Í è
rcaching Ìv{aputo f rom the war in  the
nor th,  the capi ta l  i tse l f  is  remarkably

reÌaxed and f ree of  t roops.  There is
l i t t le  to  substant ia te the c la im by South
A f r i c a n  d e f e n c e  m i n i s t e r  Ì v Í a g n u s
ÌvÍa lan that  the country  is  on the verge
of  co l lapse.

' f h e r e  
i s  a  g e n t l e  a m b i a n c e  t o  t h e

ci ty  and despi te  the poverry ,  the broad
c o l o n i a l  a v e n i t l a s  b u s t l e  w i t h  t h e
rvarm Afr ican l i fe  that  makes Maputo
a  r n u c h  r n o r e  r e l a x e d  c i r y  t h a n
Johannesburg.  Many shops are empty
and some foodstuf fs  are rat ioned.  But
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  n o t  c r i t i c a l  a n d
vegetables,  for  instance,  are f reely
avai lab le.

PHII.UPVAN NIEKERK
repor ts  Í rom Maputo

M o z a m b i q u e  i s  u n d e r  n o  i l l u s i o n
about the path that faces it now.

In h is  funera l  eu logy,  Marcel ino dos
Santos said that  Machel  had fa l len at  a
" c r u c i a l ,  d i f f i c u Ì t  m o m e n t  i n  o u r
h is tory" .

Using v iv id  language,  he said:  "The

p r o l o n g e d  a g g r e s s i o n  a g a i n s t  o u r
country  has a l ready le f t  deep wounds.
We do not  have the t ranqui l l i ty  we

need to rebui ld  our  land.
"We st i l l  suf fer  f rom hunger.  The

ef for ts  that  we under take to ie launch
p r o d u c t ì o n  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  s a b o r a g e d
o y  o u r  e n e m i e s .  W e  s t i l l  f a c e  t h e
r a g g e d n e s s ,  t h e  i g n o r a n c e ,  t h e
b a c k r v a r d n e s s  i n h e r i t e d  f r o n r  c o l o n i l l
d o m i n a t i o n . "

T h e  w a r  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n
prov inces of  Zambezia,  Niassa and
T e t e  i s  e x t r e m e l y  s e r i o u s  a s  R e n a m o
cont lnues i ts  dr i l .e  to  new supply  l ines
f r o m  r h e  s c a  a n d  r o  t Ë ;  B e i r a
co r r id  o r .

.Mozambique has put  out  a desperate
p r e a  t o  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y

Coll apse? Maputo struck me
as calmer tharr Jo'burg

for  food a id as the country  expecLs a
d e f i c i t  o f  4 5 5  0 0 0  t o n n e s  o f  m a i z e ,
wheat  and r ice in  the next  12 months.

A document  put  out  by '  AI iv Í ,  the
Ì v Í o z a m b i c a n  n a t i o n a l  n e w s  a g e n c y ,
descr ibes the economic s i tuat ion as an
"emergency".

T o t a l  e x p o r t s  h a v e  d e c l i n e d  b y
m o r e  t h a n  h a l i  s i n c e  1 9 8 0 ,  r * , i t h  t h e
i n d u s t r i a l  s e c t o r  w e a k e n i n g  e v e n
more substant ia l ly .

T h e  A I N Í  d o c u m e n t  -  w h i c h  i s
b r u t a l l y  f r a n k  -  s h o w s  t h a t  t h e
economy actual ly  improved between
1 9 7 ' l  a n d  1 9 8 1 .  T h e  g r o s s  s o c i a l

prcduct  grew at  a rate oí  I  1 ,6 percent

p e r  a n  n ì . r  m ,  w h  i l e  a g  r i c  u  ì  t u  r a l
product ion increaseC at  a rate of  more

t h a n  8 , 8  p e r c È n t  a n n u a Ì l y ,  r e a c h i n g
pre- independence levels .

Apar t  f rom the ef fect  o f  severaÌ
d e v a s t a t i n g  d r o u g h t s ,  t h e  A I M

document  says th is  is  because of  " the

constant  at tacks a long the border ,

sabotaging of  economic targets and

armed attacks carried out directly by

the South Aír ican armed forces and

through thei r  armed bandi ts" .
T h e  d o c u m e n t  s a y s  " l o c o m o t i v e s ,

r a i l w a y  l i n e s ,  b r i d g e s ,  p r o d u c t i o n

Peop le  here  beJ ieve  tha t  t f re
e lec t r i c i t y  supp ly  Í rom South

AÍ r ica  may we l l  be  cu t  o Í f

c e n t r e s  a n d  p o w e r  l i n e s  w e r e
d e s t r o y e d ,  v e h i c l e s  a n d  e q u i p m e n t
were destroyed,  leaders and ord inary

"vorkers 
were murdered

Since 1975,  500 schools have been
d e s t r o y e d ,  l e a v i n g  9 0  0 0 0  c h i l d r e n
wi thout  c lasses,  whi le  one in  l0  of  the
c o u n t r y ' s  h e a l t h  u n i t s  h a v e  b e e n
destroyed.

The tota l  cost  of  destabi l isar iòn for
Ìv lozambique,  says the repon,  are the

l ives of  100 000 people and damage
t o  t h e  e c o n o m y  a m o u n t i n g  t o  $ 5 -
b í l l i o n  ( R l  1 - b i l l i o n ) .

T o  o v e r c o m e  t h e  m a s s i v e

d e s t r u c t i o n ,  M o z a . m b i q u e  i s
at tempt lng to carry  out  fundamenta l
e c o n o m i c  r e f o r m s ,  s t a r t i n g  w i t h
ngorous auster i ty  measures which are
cunenr ly  being draí ted.

For  th is ,  however ,  i t  is  necessary to
secure the suppor t  o f  the in ternat ional
communi ty  to  prov ide emergency a id,
to  rebui ld  the in f rast ructurc and lo
ove Ícome the ef fects  of  South Afr ican
sanct ions,  such as the repatr ia t ion of

ÌVíozambican miners.
T h e  c u t t i n g  o f f  o f  e l e c r r i c i t y  f r o m

S o u t h  A f r i c a  w h i c h  s u p p l i c s  g 0
p e r c e n t  o f  M a p u t o ' s  n e e d s ,  i s  v i c w e d
in Mozambique as an inev i tab i Ì i ry .

However,  for  any rehabi l i ta t ion to
s u c c e e d ,  t h e  w a r  m u s t  e n d .  T h e
economic cr is is  requi res pol i t ica l  and
mi l i tary  so lut ions.

D e s p i t e  s p e c u l a t i o n  f r o m  S o u t h
Afr ica,  negot ia t ions bet .ween Renamo
a n d  F r e l i m o  a r e  p r o b a b l y  m o r e
dis tant  than ever .

Which is  why rhe act ions of  rhe s ix
Front l ine s tates,  whose heads of  s tate
met in Ìvlaputo the day after Machel's
f u n e r a l  a n d  w h o  a r e  t h e m s e l v e s
t h r e a t e n e d  b y  t h e  c r i s i s  i n
M o z a m b i q u e ,  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  k e y  t o
overcoming the d i lemma.
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