IN SEARCH

TAGGING Samora Ma-
chel's likcly successor,
cven veterar Moram-
bigne wnicher= admit, ls
liXe trying te ldeniify fe-
dividual prawae k # bigh
tide.

complex elecisnn prees-
dry< and subterragran I2o-
logical and political tensicns

plicate the issue.
M&!nt this week, in the wake
ofithe shock death of Fresi-
dant Machel, the trouble-torn
gpn:ry began the potentially

ivisive march towards

choosing the second Presi-
dént. of independent Mozam-
bigne.

wo front-runners are
cxherglng from the pack.

’0dds-on favourites on the

cde of Tucsday's state furcr-
abfor Samora Machel in Ma-
pdio are Mr Marcelino Dos
Sgntos, officially number
twc in the Frelirto hicrarchy,
#fd Forcign Affirs Minlster
Mre Jorquim Chissano. ’

Outsider

But several opposing fac-

%as are said e be jockeying
.4t position in Mozambique's
cemplex and intricately im-
tywoven power structure.
Axd the possibility of an out-
sifier being elected to ope of
Squthern Africa’s toughest
hit seats is not being ruled
oygt.

The top policy-makirg
ediclon within Merambigre,
which will chooss Machel's
smcoessor, is the 130-member
Flelimo Caniral Committee,

1Bat within the committee
itaclf — and grreading evt
from it — ie a veeb of infloen-
tia] stroctares, b1 with their
o¥m favonrite grns and vest-

jntercsis, who arc set to
pressurise the front-raneers.

Jincorporated within  the
central committes are the 1I-

n Folithnro and the Cer-
teal Committes Secretariat,
of which the latter is 8aid to

the smaller and more aig-

nifteant,
Order

At the time of Mnehal'a
denth, he headed the Seere.
t{-ing, folloved by the Sacre-
tary for Feemnmic Affelesm,
Mr Dos Santgs, Ferelgn Rela-
tioss Seerstgry Mr Chivsare
apd Mr Gcrl‘?t Rabelo, the
Secretary for Ideological Af-
fairs.

+ As things stand, this is be-
lieved to be the pecking
ofder.

«Mr Dos Santos and Mr
Chissano — as leading fig-
vhes in the secretariat — also
hold positione on the Politba-
™

. Bui the armed foress, erz-
cirl in Mozarmbiqne’s enrviv-
s} Hattle ageinat the MNR
tgmrpente it plsn have
‘g-ir enndidetan,

! Taading the military
oAt airueivre arnc (be

nrembigre Foople's Liber-

Aticn Feress (FFLM), sald to
be soTe 16 000-siTang — the
rhajority {o the ermy, with a
aell ravy (about 650-strong)
and ajr force (about 1029) to
back them up.

There is anotkcr service,
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which Fretoria is said to be
keeping & wary eye on, called
the National Service of Popa-
lar Security (SNAST) formed
in 1975 — and beneath this, a
host of paramilitary units
and people’s militias.

And, say Africa watchers,
it is the Security Service
(SNAST) which could throw
ap a likely dark horse if Mr
Dox Sentoe and Mr Chissano
are pipped at the post.

He is the young and up-
wardly moblle Mr Sergio
Vieira, direstor of the SNAST
and Minister of Scenriiy. who
wns the first top-~anking
Frelimo official to cross into
South Afriea after last week-
end’s plare crash that
clalmed Machel's life; In
fact, he headed the delega-
tion.

He is a man whe has al-

ready had deﬁllngs at top
‘level with Sout

African offi-
clals and is a member of the
Ceniral Committee — but not
on the key Central Commit-
tec Secretariat.

Other military outsiders
ar2 Mr Alberte Chipande,
Minlstor of Defence, who Is
on the Folithrro (but oot the
Contral Comrittez or the
Sanrstariat); and thie Chief of
3tafi of the armed fovo13, Mr

Sebastiao Marcos Mabote.

In terms of Frelimo philos-
ophy, the party, the army and
the state are seen as one and
the same — and all organs
are directed by Frelimo in
terms of what it calls “demo-
cratic centralism”.

Says Mr Bryan Bench, Re-
search Officer with the South
African Institute of Interna-
tional - Affairs: “There is a
general tendency in Mozam-

ican society for equity in the
way people operate with
each other, so position
doesn’t mean all that it does
in the Western sense.”

In practice, observers said
this week, the choice of Ma-
chel’s successor is likely to be
thrashed out in the Central
Committee.

Idealogues

Here, three groups are vy-
ing for influence. The first is
what could loosely be la-
belled as the ideologues —
the hard-line Marxist-Lenin-
ists, reportedly the so-called
“swinging group” within the
Politburo. (Dos Santos has
hitched his colours to this
grouping.)

Then there i8 the military
groupig, which could be la-

belled the “security force
pragmatists”, mainly com-
prising the Ministers of De-
fence, Security and the Chief
of Staff.

Because of their action in
the field with the MNR, they
are said to have a greater
awareness of the weaknesses
within Frelimo — that, in’
spite of vast amounts of rev-
enue being funnelled into the
fight against the MNR, it is a
no-win situation.

They are in closer touch
with the problems of the
troops themselves, often un-
der-fed and under-paid (or
often not paid at all) and, in
some instances, disenchanted
with the reasons for fighting
the MNR.

The third roup, harder to
define, are the “African na-
tionalists”:— who are also
said to be pragmatists.

According to Mr Bench:
“They feel that, while the so-
cialist revolution has had its
place, the key problems re-
main in the peasant sector
and that priority should be
flven to servicing the major-
ty of the population.

“They realise the struggle
against the MNR is siphoning
off a tremendous amount of

tential development cap-
tal and are therefore sllghtry
more adept to coming to
soine arrangement with the
MNR.

They, in some sense, are in
tandem with the military

Three power groups are
pushing their candidates

ACHEL

people and the Marxist-Le-
ninists.”

These then are some of the
lnlerlwlnlnge Influences
which couold belp shape the
choice of Macbel's successor.

When it comes to narrow-

the field down to individ-
uals, another less tangible ir-
gredient comes into play.

Said Mr Bench: fm-
portant thing Is charisma be-
cause Machel kept every-
thing bubbling through by his
charisma and his heroic sta-
tus in-the struggle.

“The only person of simi-
lar standing fs Chissanc,
mainly because be was an olé
working colleague right
through with Machel and -
headed the transitiomal gov-
ernment between the Portu-

uese revolution and the
andover to Frelimo.”

Other factors in Mr Chis-
sano’s favour are that he has
travelled widely in the re-
gion, as well as internation-
ally, and is well known botk
inside and outside Mozam-
bique.

e is said to be implacably
anti-American as well as
anti-South African, but is re-
garded as wmethlng of &

litical chameleon” ratber
t! an out-and-out Marxist.

Hardline

Mr Dos Santos, appointed
Secretary of the Permanent
Commission in the April re-
shuffle this year, was the
first Frelimo official to offi-
clally respond after last
week’s plane crash.

He is described as a hard-
line Marxist-Leninist and sits
both on the Central Commit-
tee Secretariat and the Polit-
buro.

He is listed as number two
in official documents of
names of both organisations.

He is married to a Soutk
African woman, Pamela Dos
Santos, and is a maulatto —
factors which some believe
may be beld against kim.

Another lead Marxisi
candidate is Mr Mario Ma-
chungo, who Is Minister of
Planning as well as bolding
the receptly-created post of
Prime Minister.

The only candidate of
standing among the national-
ist grouping iIs thought to be
Mr Jacinto Veloso, another to
benefit from the April re-
shuffle and currently Minis-
ter of Co-operation. He is
said to have a close empathy
with the disenchantment of
the peasantry.

Some observers are not
discounting the chauces of
General Armando Guebuza,
Minister in the President’s
office, who is high in the par-
ty hierarchy. He was one of
the original Frelimo mili-
tants at independence.

Mr Bench contended: “I
think the leader is more like-
ly to come from one of the
top runners because they wiii
need a solid leadership base
to face the domestic crises —
economic, the MNR and
South African relations. A
total outsider would have to
start from scratch.”





