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The  rea l  ques t ion  iac ing  F lozamb ique  a f te r  the  dea th  o f  i t s  mar ty red

leader  o f  i ndependence ,  Samora  P iache l ,  i s  no t  u . rho  u l i l l  succeed  h im,  bu t

uho  u i l l  s i : . ve  the  coun t ry  f rom d is in teg ra t ing  in to  chaos  and  so  inc reas ing

the  a l ready  acu te  p rob le rns  fac ing  the  A i r i can  F ron t l i ne  S ta tes .

The  rea l i t y  i s  t , l ra t  the re  i s  no  l ' l ozamb ican  leader  o r  g roup ,

capa l : Ie ,  as  ye t r  o f  connand ing  ihe  au thor i t5 r  an r i  possess ing  the  char i sma

of  f ' iache]  and the countr l ,  has no t ime to a l ] -ou for  a sLrong ner l  leader

to  evo lve r  os  haopenec j  i n  Ango ' la ,  uhere  Edua ido  dos  San tos  g raCua l l5 r  es tab l - i shed

h is  au thor i t y ,  a f te r  ' "he  dea th  o f  i t s  f i r s t  p l :es iden t ,  Dr .  Agos t inho  f Je to .

Even  be fo ie  I ' l ac l re l l s  dea t l r ,  l l ozamb ique  tJas  on  the  ve rge  o f  d i sas te r ,

unab le  on  i t s  oLJn  t ,o  cope  u r i th  the  sp reed ing  insur rec t ion  o f  the  f i cza rnb ique

t r ja i i ona l  i l es i s tance  ( l l t t n )  and  the  inc reas ing  p ressures  con i ing  f ro rn  Sou th

Af r i ca .  I t s  acu te  secur i t y ,  s i tua t ron  u res  uorsened  by  near - im i ross ib le  economic

p r o b l e m s  s t e m m i n o  i ' r o m  t h e  g e n e r a l  s t a t c  o f  i n s e c u i i t y ,  y e a r s  o f  c r i p p l i n g

c i rough t  and  n rc ta f<en  eovernnen ta l -  po l i c ies .

T h c  s i a r l <  s i t u a t i o n  f a c i n q  f i o z a n , b i r i u e  u a s  t r e l - ' l  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  S a m o r a

I i a c h e l -  a n d  h i s  F : : o n t l - i n e  c o l l e a n u c s  i n  Z ' i  n b a b u e  r  Z a r n b i a  ,  B o t s u a n a  a n d  A n q o l  a .

I

T h e ; ,  h a v e  b e e n  e n n a q e d  s i n c e  J u n e  1 9 0 5  i n  d i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  p r a c i i c a l
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aspec ts  o f  ra i s ing  an  ex te rna l  m i l i t a ry  fo rce  to  co rne  to  l , l ozamb ique ls

ass is tance .  A f te r  h i s  las t  i l l - f a ted  jou rney  to  Lusaka ,  f4ac t te l  u las  re tu rn ing

home u i th  a  rad ica l  neu  p lan  to  con f ron t  the  s i tua t ion  a t  home.  I t s  de ta i l s

t : l i l l  on ly  be  revea led  la te r .

The  ques t ion  o f  p rov id ing  l4ozanb ique  r r l i i h  ex te rna l  n i l i t a ry  suppor t

i s  noLJ  the  top  p r io r i t y  on  i ,he  agenda  o f  the  F ron t l i ne  leaders  t . rho  fea r  tha t

the i r  ab iJ - i t y  to  reduce  the i r  dependence  on  Sou t l r  A f r i ca  and  to  engage  in

sanc t ions  aga ins t  i t  u i l 1  be  to ta l l y  undermined  un less  L . ,e  f ' lNR,  noLJ  sus l -Jec ted

o f  a g a i n  b e i n g  b a c k e d  b ; r

i s  d e i ' e a t e d .

p o u e r f u l  e l e m e n t s  i n ' t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  a r m y ,

Z i  n rbabue l  s  Pr ine  F l in i s te r  1

f o r  t h e  p a s t  1 5  m o n t h s  i n  f a v o u r

a  c o r e  o f  t r o o p s  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e

c o n t i n e n t a l  p o u e r s .

R o b e r t  i l u g a b e ,  h a s  b e e n  a r g u i n g  s t r e n u o u s l y

o f  ra i s ing  a  Pan-A f r i can  a rmy  bu iL t  a round

Fron t l i ne  S ta tes  and  backed  by  o ther  ex t ra -

A l though  i ' i ugabe  commi  t ted  be tueen  4  r  000-8  ,000  o f  Z imbabr r le  t  s  a rmy  to

he lp  l ' l ozamb ique  in  the  n r idd le  o f  
' l as t  

year ,  he  has  so  fa r  fa i l ed  to  ru in

s u p p o r t  f o r  h i s  p r o p o s a l s  f r o m  o t h e r  F r o n t l i n e  S t a t e s .

'  Ango la  has  no  t roops  to  spare  because  o f  i t s  o l Jn  secur i t y  p rob lems.

Zambia rs  d i f f i cu l t  economic  s i tua t ion  has  ma.de  i t  d i f f i cu l t  fo r  P res iden t

Kaunda  to  r i sk  the  cos t  o f  ma in ta in ing  a  par t  o f  h i s  a rmy  in  MozambiQUer

Tanzan ia ,  uh i le  u i l l i ng  to  send  some t roops ,  i s  acu te ly  consc ious  o f  the

burden  i t  u i l }  p lace  on  i t s  f rag i le  economy,  remember ing  the  huge  cos t  o f

despa tch ing  i t s  a rmy  in to  Uganda  to  l re lp  over th rou  ld i  Amin .  Bo tsuana ts

sma1 l  a rmy  i s  fu1 ly  s t re tched  in  p ro tec t ing  i t s  ou rn  borders .
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A l l  t l - re  F ron t l i ne  leaders  a re  opposed  to  r i s l< ing  in te rna t iona l i z ing

the  reg ion l  s  con f l i c t s  fu r the r  by  seek ing  suppor t  f  rom any  o f  the  ma jo r  po r rJe rso

tdh i le  they  a re  ready  io  cons ider  accep t ing  Cuban  suppor t ,  the i r  i nh ib i t i on

on th is  score is  tha i ,  such a move r , lou ld a l ienate the Reaoan Adminis t rat ion.

The idea that  has been ta l< ing shape in  the minds of  the Front l ine

leaders  .  i s  tha t  N iger ia  and  Ind ia  shou ld  be  ps l<ed  to  p rov ide  the  nuc leus  fo r

an army capable of  hold ing back the fv1NR and deterr ing Sot t th  Afr ica f rom tatc ing

advantage of  the y 'acuum caused by lv lachel rs  death to help establ ish a more

compl iant  government  in  fv laputo.

Pr ime lv l in is ter  Raj iv  Gandhi  has a l ready been sounded out  on the

poss ib i l i t y  o f ' I nd ian  a rmy  suppor t ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  i n  the  f i e ld  o f  l og is t i cs .

The  N iger ians ,  too ,  have  been  approached  to  d iscuss  the  poss ib i l i t y  o f  p lay , ing

a  lead ing  ro le  in  c rea t ing  a  Pan-A f r i can  fo rce .  Genera l  0basan jo ,  a  fo rmer

l J ige r ian  l l ead  o f  S ta te  and  co -cha i rman o f  the  Commonuea l i l r  Eminen t  Persons

Group ,  i s  seen  as  a  key  f i gu re  in  i , hese  nego t ia t ions .

O i ;he r  coun t r ies  uho  have  been  cons idered  as  l i ke ly  to  con t r ibu te  to

a  Pan-A f r i can  fo rce  a re  E th iop ia ,  Kenya  and ,  poss ib ly ,  A lge r ia  and  Egyp t .

There  i s  a t rong  re luc tance  to  see l<  he lp  f rom e i the r  L iby ,3  oD I ran r  bo th  o ' i

t . l h i ch  have  a l ready  vo lun ieered  to  send  rn i l i t a ry  fo rces  i f  as l<ed  to  do  soo

The  p ress ing  p rob lem is  t ime .  The  Fron t l i ne  leaders  be l ieve  the  nex t

feu l  mon ihs  cou ld  be  O" " i l i uu ;  ye i  i t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  to  see  hou  a  la rge  fe rce

can  be  mob i l - : - zed  and  ou t  i n to  the  f i e ld  in  such  a  shor t  t ime .

Just  hor ' r  nruc l r  i , ine is  avai lab le c jepends la lgely  on u lhethel  the hatuks

j -n  Pre t ,o r ia  can  persuaCe Pres iden t  Bo tha  to  exp lo i t  t l re  oppor tun i t y  i ha i -



f4ozanbique-4

n o L J  e x i s t s  t o  h e l p ' " h e  f i l i R  t o  s t r e n q t h e n : - t s  h o L d  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  I t  i s  a n

o p e n  s e c r e ' c  t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  3 o t h a t s  c o l l e a g u e s  h a v e  b e e n  d i v i d e d  e v e t  s i n c e

the  s ign rng  o f  i l re  f l aued  i l l <oma i i  Accord  o1"  Apr i l  1984  over  the  ques t ion  o f

o r rnnn : - *  €n :  the  i l i jR .  In f luen t ia l -  a imy  leaders  have  never  d i sEUised  ihe i ro L J P f J U l -  ( /  |  u . l -

d i s l i l < e  f o i  t h e  A c c o r d ,  a n d  s o m e  h a v e  b u c k e d  t h a  o f f i c i a l  l i n e  b y  ! < e e p i n g  u p

the i r  supporb  fo r  the  i ' l f , lR .  Bu t  po l i t i ca l  l eaders ,  l i ke  the  Fore ign  f ' l i n i s te r ,

p i k  3o tha ,  a re  l<noun  to  have  been  s t rong ly  opposed  to  such  a  po l i cy .

The lcey f igure in  decid ing .u. th ich aay Pre ior ia  r r l i I l  move is  the Deience

i ' l in is ter ,  Gen.  l ' ' lagnus f ' la lan.  Fol  t l re  l -ast  month he has been advocai inq a tough

response  to  uha t  i r s  c la i rns  i s  the  re tu rn  o f  A i , iC  cadres  to  l ' l ozamb ique  desp i te

the  p roh ib r i i on  o f  the i r  p resence  p rov ic ied  i ' o r  under  the  l J l<omat i  Accord .

in
Arnong the casual t ies i -n  the a i r  cras ly 'u l r ich SatTrora t , lachel  d i -ed uas

Fernando  l . l aua l l -o ,  one  o f  l ' l ozamb ique ts  mos t  b r i l l i an t  young  leaders .  Though

s t i I l  o n l y  i n  h i s  e a i ' l y ' 3 0 r s ,  h e  p l a y e d  a  p r o m i n e n t  r o l e  a s  l i a c h e l l s  s p e c i a l

a ide  on  A f r i can  a f fa i - r s .  A  man o f  s t rong ly  independen t  v ieu ls ,  i re  demons i ra ted

h is  lac l<  o f  con f idence  in  the  r , Jay  the  a rmy  uas  conduc t ing  the  uar  aga ins t  the

f t i l i l  by ia l< ing tu;o years leave of  absence to t ra in in  guerr i l la  tac i , ics  in

l l o r t l - t  Korea ;  bu t  on  h is  re tu rn  hone  f l ache l  re fused  to  a l l ou l  h im to  jo in  the

army because  o f  h i s  re l i ance  on  Haua lLo  fo r  adv ice  on  A fp ican  a f fa i r s .

LJater ford
Fernando Harr la l lo 'LJas educated at  th 'e  remarkable mul t i - rac iaL/school

estabLished by l ' l ichael  Stern in  Sulaz i land.  He had been p icked out  as a h igh-

f l ier  by a prominent  Por tuguese archi tect  in  l ' lozambique r , . rho bras an ardent

opponen t  o f  the  Sa lazar  reg ime.  A f te r  UJa te r fo rd ,  Hau la l lo  comp le ted  h is  s tud ies

a t  York  Un ive rs i t y ,  Eng land .  H is  dea th  has  robbed  f ' l ozamb ique  o f  one  o f

i t s  mos t  i rnpor tan t  young  l -eaders .
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Another  casua l t y  uas  Aqu ino  de  Braganza ,  the  head  o f  the  A f r i can

Inst i tu te at  lv laputo Univers i tyr  uho u,as ser iously  r , lounded in  the le t ter -bomb

at tack that  k i l led Rut l r  F i rs t .  By or ig in  a Por tuguese Goan;  Aquino l ras one

of  the founders of  the ant i -Por tuguese l iberat ion movement .  Despi te h is
,

radica l  po l i t ics ,  he studied Afr ican probler i rs  u l i th  acadenic object iv i ty  and

a sense of  real ism rr lh ich of ten put  h im on the s ide of  moderates in  the

'  counsels  of  l lachel - .  Though r , le l l -  pcst  h is  pr ime,  h is  r ipe exper ience and

, r ' '  coo l  j udgment  bJ i I I  be  m issed  in  l4ozamb ique .
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