
Claims ïnoltnt
on SA role in
Machel's deaíúr

StrlT Re porter

ANTI.SCIUl ' I{  , \} tnlCAn* fcn'orr l  has reachctl  rrc\.{,
h e i g h t s  i n  A l ' i i c n  a n d  c l s e w h c r e ' f o l l o w i r i g  t h c  d c a l l r
o f  f t Ío râml l i can  Pres iden l  Samora  iV Íache l .

Scn io r  governnìen t  o f f i c ia ls ,  nc \ { ' spâpcr$  ar r t l ,  in
Z i m b a b w e  a n d  Z a m t ' i a ,  d e m o n s t r a i i n g  l o e a l s  a r c
b l a m i n 4  S Á  f o r  t h e  p o p u l a r  l e a d e r ' s  r l e a t h .

I ì e p o r t s  i n  J o h a n n e s ! : u r g  n e w s p a p e r s  q u o t i n g  t h u
Sov ie t  p i lo t ,  I l Í r  V lad i r : i r  Novossc lov ,  as  say iu l i  " I
was  shot  ' { .e rwr r "  have b , :en  g iven sp lash  t rca tmct t t  i t r
the  Af r i car r  p ress .

The S. {  au thor i t ies  havc  gone to  ex t raord ina4, '
leng ths  ro  ensurc  a  Èr l l  and  fa i r  inqu i ry  and yes ter -
day  the  Por tuguese news agency ,  Not ic ias  c le  Ì )o r tu -
ga l ,  quoted  Ìv Íoeantb iean c iv i l  av ia t ion  a t r th r r r i t y
s o u r c e s  a s  s a y i n g  t h e  p i l o t ' s  l a s t  r e p o r t  a t  9 . 2 0 p m  o n
S r t n d a y  s a i r !  t h e  p l a n c  w o u , l d  l a n d  w i t h i n  f i l c
minu tes .  Bu l .  i t  $ 'as  s t i l l  a t  ieas t  60knr  away f rom
M a p u t o  l i r p o r l  a l  t h e  t i m e  - *  a n  i m p o s s i b l c  d i s .
t a t ì c e  t o  c o v e r  a t  r t s  t h e n  s p c c r d ,  t h e  s o u r c c s  s a i d .

f ' rom Moscor+ ' ,  Sapa- l Ìeu ter  repor ts  tha t  the  o l f i .
c ia l  .Sov ie t  nc \ r ' s  agency .  Tar ;s ,  suggested  thc  p lane
was shot  t lowr r  l l y  l Ìenanro  rebeÌs  w i th  SA suppor t .

C  Z in rbabu 'ean In fo rmal ion ,  I 'os ts  anc l  
' fe lccont -

m u n i c e t i o n s  À l i n i s t e r  M r  N a t h a r r  S h a l n u y a r l r a  : ; a i d
in  a  BBC in te rv iew 1 'es te rda .v  t l ra t  a l l  ev id t t t ree
p o i n t c d  t o  a  S o u t h  A [ r i c a n  i t n l l l i c a t i o r t  i n  t h e  c r e r s h ,

O F ' rom Accra ,  Sapa- l Ìcu ter  rcpr r r ts  tha t  ( ihana 's
two rna in  o ÍT ic ia l  r la i l y  neu 'spapers  a l l r :ged SA tvas
beh ind  Mr  l \ Íache l ' . s  death  anc l  le fe r icd  to  th r :  rc .
n t a r k s  a l l e g e d l - r ' n r a d e  b y  t h c  p i l o t .

[ ]  Â  s r r rv ivor  rvhcr  has  s i t rce  re t t t rnc t Ì  to  - \ loz l r r r tb i .
q u t ,  l t Í r  h ' c r r r c r r r l o  ì l r r n u t : l  J o a o .  l t a s  b e c : n  r l t t l t e d  b y
t h e  r \ i r r r  r ì e v . ' s  a A c r ì c ! ' a s  s a l ' i n g  " i t . s c c l r r c t l  t l t a t  t h r :
p l a n e  u ' u s  s h o t  l i t " .

Mcer r * ' l r i l c ,  Í ia1 ta- l l c r t te r  r ( Ì l )o t ' t s  f ro t t t  ; \ , la l l t t t t t
t h a t  ì \ Í o z a r r i Ì r i q u c  h a s  l l o s t p o n e r l  t h e  I f  i n g . i t t - s t a t c  o í
la te  Í ' j res ident  Sat i t r i ra  l ï rchc l  r t t t l  l t ; t . s  s t i spc 'nd t ' t l
' r o t i r r g  i n  g c n e r i r l  e l c c t i o r r s .

l , ; r t c  1 'cs l .c r t lay ,  t l i c  govcr t t t t te r t t  l t t t t to t t t t cer l  i t  l ta t l
a p l r o ! n t c < ì  a  h i g h - l c t ' c l  r ' o n t t t t i s s i o n ,  h t ' i r t l c < l  b y  l t o l i t -
b u r o  r n e r t r l l c r  I l t ' Â r t t t ; r '  . t r  G t t e b t t l t t ,  l t t  i t t v c ' s t i g a l c
t h e  c l n s l r  o f  l h c  S o v i c - t  ú u r l t ' l ' t t I o l e r ' ' l ' ( i - 1 3 . 1  j r r s (
i n s i < l c  S o r r t l r  r \ f r i c r Ì t  l ( Ì r r i t o Ì 1 '  o r r  S u r r t l ; r 1 '  t . r ' e n i t r l { .
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