'MACHEL PLANE CRASH QUESTIONS REMAIN' !

MAPUTO.

TRANSCRIPTS of the cockpit conversation
during the last 10 minutes of the flight in
which President Samora Machel was killed
on October 18 last [year revealed that the
‘tupclev crew believed the plane was travell-
ing towards Maputo before it crashed inside
South Africa, conmentators in Maputo said
yegterday.

Reports from the Mozambican news
agency AIM suggest that commentators in
Maputo are still not sutisfied about the
arigin of a crucial high frequency signal
witich led to a disastrous change of direc-
tich by the plane, The origin of the disas-
ter, it ig argued, lay in the turn to the
south-west provoked by a mysterious VOR.

According to the Cockpit Voice Fecorder

transeript, at 19.11, 10 minutes before the
c¢rash the pilot commented on- the plane
making a turn, and asked if it should not be
2oing astraight ahead.

“VOR indicates that way,” replied the
navigator (VOR stands for Veny Righ
Frecuency Omnidirectional Radio, a power-
ful radio signal used as a navigation aid
lor alrcraft), At this point the plane was
100 km north-west of Maputo between the

town of Magude and the South African
border.

AIM  commented yesterday that in
principle the VOR signal is . sufficient

grounds for g4 turn, but the fact that the
vlang was so far north of Maputo might
hiave led to further doubts as to the cor-
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rectnesg of this manceuvre. On the other
hand, VORS are normally the niost con-
clusive sign that 2 plane is on the right
route,

Up until Magude the plane was ilying
with a deviation of only four to six kilo-
metres from its flight path — which is
quite normal. Hag the VOR not interfered,
the plane would have continued itz trajec-
tory north to south-east, to the right of
Maputo, and would have been nblc tu see
the city perfectly.

It i3 also regarded ag strange that none
of the five crew niembers menlioned the
apparently loud noise from the Groung
Proximity Warning Systemn, fhere is o
indication from the CVER that they noticed
or even heard the warning. — Ziana-AYM.




