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A deliberato aviation disaster ?

—

by Abdul Minty
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All the ev1dence relatlnv to thc crash oi the MOLamblcan pres1dent1al

alrcraft 1n whlch Samora Hachel lost h1e llfe indlcates that 1t was an

electronlcallywlnduced aviation dlsaster - yet another of apartheid's polltlcal
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assa531nations ?
l
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South Afrlca certalnly pOSoeSSQS sophlstlcated electronlc equlpment for

tracklnv and 1ntercept1ng alrcraft, and also would have no dlfflculty in sendlnp
] ., -.' v : H i : 1 H

up false 81gnals to confuse the plane's nav1 zational eystems.
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Amo the questlons which requlre answers iss d1d the South Afr1cans, when

their radar operators saw Presldent Sanora's Tupolev 134 straylng from 1ts
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fllght path 1ntercept 1t by radlo and issue any warnlng, or provloe any guldance ?

Certalnly there 1s no technlcal problen about thls. South Afrlcan radar is.

-

well able to monltor fllghts throughout the replon.

Th1s is lergely thanke to the Brltlsh Plessey AR-3D radar svstem. The British

government authorlsed the export of thls system to South Afrlca, ana the antl-
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apartheid movement exposed the deal at the 1979 Commonwealtb summlt in Lusaka.
Despite a promise to review the contract Brltlsh Prlme h1n1ster hargaret
Thatcher perm1tted 1t to go aheed The AR—3D systen was *1nally 1ntegrated 1nto
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the overall South Afrlcan alr control 3nd command <ystem by 1982. Thls system
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fac111tutes attack m1531ons by South Afrlcan Alr Force Jet flghters, w1th the

targets pre—determlned anu progr@mmed 1nto a computer.

The Plessev radar also enables computerlsed 1ntercept10n of alrcraft

_wovements in the reglon, both autommtlcolly as Uoll as by manual operatlon.

An Operator carrying out airspace eurvelllance on any of the several Plessey
consoles can select and dlsplaj a comb1nat10n of data - the po51t10n of alrcraft
as well as naps»of the region - and can deflne the ;1lght nxth of the alrcraft
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as well as defining the intercept proflles.
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According to informition received by the Norid C1§:x’)aign zllhqainist I]il-if.‘xmr e
Nuclear Collaborntion with South Africa, the Plessy instructions in the AR-3D
operating manual, under the heading "trackine of detected aircraft", include the
followings

"An aircraft entcring radar cover is first visiblc to an operaior, with the

,
approprinte display facilities selected, as radar video overlaid with a synthetic
plot marker.': ‘After :a small number of sweeps, the computer system may
automatically initiate a track corresponding to the aircraft wnd label it with  a
track reference and height informition, Thé computer -system continues
‘automatically to track the aircraft throuchout its lifejime, updating the ‘label
nformation as neccssary". : o L » 4 C !

Through .wanual control the operator can exert much closer control .over
individual aircraft throughout the trucking procdss, Thus therc can be no
possible ‘doubt -about the ability of the Pretoria regime to track aircraft in the
region, and to monitor thcir movgments, as well as to intercept them. -

If in this case the planec was not ittacked, but simply led into a mountain
side “by fal§é.signams, there arc at least half -2 dozen ways to do that.

-It would most likely also involve some jamning devices to cut off some. of
the signals between the aircraft and Haputo airport, but that would not - be.
~ssential,

Elecctronic deception could be carrizd out by an emitter that:is pre-.
positioned. Such a device can easily be put into place either by .an acriel drop,
perhaps by using a parachute, or it can be placed by a person. It can even:be.
carried by an individual on the ground in a back-pack.

Isracl has built up considerable cxperisnce-in elecironic deception
technicues, and once the technique of dirccting the beam is mastered; the process
becomes very =imnle.

Since South Africa enjoys close military and other relations with Isracl,
there would be no probl:m in Pretoria being provided with all the relevant

equipment and know-how. . , 5
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ilhen o false emitter or beacon is placed in an area where it may be
discovered, it bccomes important to recover the dcvice once it has performed its
function, But if that ie difficult, it would be quite simple to equip it with
a self detonator which could be remotcly controlled,

It should also be noted that the filse beacon and gh; other emittors uscd
for deception can a2lso bz brought into operation by rcmote control, and this
- will help to ensure that it is only the target aircraft that is misguided.

The South African regime has not wished to draw attention to the
sophisticated equipment and technicues that are nt its disposal. Instcad the
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Pretorio government, and espccially its foreign wminister Roelof Botha, has
released a scries of misleading statements and "revelations" which .~
combine anti-llozambican propaganda with attempts to avoid suspicion being cast
on South Africa,

This string of statements makes it necessary to investigate exactly what
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the Pretoria regime is trying to hide from the eyes of the world.

(The author, Abdul Ninty, is the director of the World Campaign against
Lilitary and Nuclear Collaboration with South Africa, and Honorary Secretary

of the British Anti-Apartheid iovement)
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