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H O W A R D  B A R R E L L  r e p o r t s

Í r o m  H a r a r e

ZIMBABWEANS believe the country
has reached a dangerous crossroads in

i ts  re lat ions wi th South Afr ica.
Some observers in  F larare see an

i n e v i t a b l e  d r i f t  t o w a r d s  m o r e
q e n e r a l i s e d  w a r  i n  t h e  s u b c o n t i n e n t ,
r v h i c h  c o u l d  g r o w  t o  r e s e m b l e
Ìndochina at  the t ime of  the Vietnam
w a r .

W h a t  d e c i s i o n s  e m e r s e  i n
Z i m b a b w e  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h é  l a t e s t
s e r i o u s  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n
in the region rv i l l  l ike ly  apply  for  the
remain ing f ive Front l ine s tates,  g iven
Z i m b a b w e ' s  d e  f a c t o  p o l i t i c a l ,
economic and mi l i tary  leadership of
the group.

Rhetor ica l ly ,  Z imbabwe has chosen
war -  or ,  more accurate ly  s tated,  to
f ight  back.

I t  has d ismissed wi th contempt  the
d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  w a r  u p o n  i t  b y  t h e
M o z a m b i q u e  r e s i s t a n c e  m o v e m e n t
(Renamo),  and has stated i ts  in tent ion
to fight to the last person, i;^ necessary,
to  protect  the Fre l imo goverr ,ment  in
Mozambique.  The th ink ing,  s tated by
Pr ime Min is ter  Robert  Mugabe even
before the strong emotions evoked by
S a m o r a  M a c h e l ' s  d e a t h ,  i s  t h a t
Zimbabwe's sovere ignry depends on
Frelimo's survival in government.

The reascning is  c lear :  Z imbabwe's
pol i t ica l  independence re l ies upon i ts
a b i l i i y  t o  d e v e l o p  e c o n o m i c
independence of  South Afr ica;  and
that economic independence relies on
the maintenance and upgrading of  the
cruc ia l  Mutare-Bei ra t rade corr idor
through Mozambique.  Renamo is  seen
a s  t h e  w e l l - c l a w e d  c a t ' s  p a w  o f
Pretor ia 's  at . rempts to  prevent  ìh is .

B e h i n d  t h i s  o p t i o n  l i e s  a n
i n c r e a s i n g l y  p r e v a l e n t  c o n c l u s i o n :
that there can be no peace anywhere in
southern Afr ica -  in  South Afr ica
i t s e l f ,  o r  i n  t h e  F r o n t l i n e  s t a t e s  -

unt i l  the apar theid government  has
been replaced.  I f  th is  conch-rs ion is
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A b o v e :  S o l d i e r s  p a y  t h e i r  Í i n a l  t r i b u t e  b e Í o r e  a  p o r t r a i t  o Í  M a c h e l  d u r i n g  T u e s d a y ' s

Íunera l  march .  Top:  the  ANC's  O l iver  Tambo comÍor ts  Fre l imo 's  Joaqu im Ch issano
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r v o r k e d  t h r o u g h  l o g i c a l l y ,  i t  c o u l d
imply more la t i tude being g iven by
the Front l ine s tates ro the Afr ican
Nat ional  Congress and others seeking
the downfa l l  o f  apar theid.

B  u t  t h e r e  a r e  v o i c e s  w i t h i n
Mugabe's ruling Zanu (PF) party who
believe that Zimbabrve cannot survive
a shorvdown with South Africa.

They consider  that  the more sensib le
course would be for  Z imbabwe to
attempt to "steaÌ South Africa's show"
through a negot ia ted pol i t ica l  so lur ion
to the Mozambican conf l ic t .  By th is  is
;neant  Z imbabwe shotr ld  at tempt  to
b r i n g  R e n a m o  a n d  i t s  l e a d e r s h i p
under  i ts  negot ia t ing aegis ,  and act  as
peace broker between it and Frelimo.

The prospects for  th is  opt ion -  as
opposed to a fight to the dearh - do
n o t  l o o k  g o o d .  M u g a b e ' s  o w n
declarat ion of  war  on Renamo at  a
rally of some 40 000 people in Harare
on Sunday wi l l  inspi re no conf idence
in Renamo about a mediating role for
Zimbabwe.

Secondly, Mugabe and Machel had a
warm personal relationship of a kind
where Mugabe could perhaps have
twisted the Mozambican leader  in to

such a compromise,  had Mugabe ever  region wi th Mozambique has severa l
considered th is  necessary.  There is  n6 Zimbabwean t roop concentrat ions
knowing i f  a  s imi lar  re lat ionship y7111 a long i ts  800km length,  and these
exist with Machel's successor. could well be stepped up in the light of

A n d  t h i r d l y ,  S o u t h  A f r i c a  i s  R e n a m o ' s  l a t e s t  t h r e a t s ,  w h i c h  t h e
unl ike ly  to  le t  go of  i ts  t rump çs1 'd in  Front l ine s tates v iew as merely  an
the cunent  cr is is  -  Renamo e c h o  o f  i t s  " m a s t e r ' s  v o i c e "  i n

Wednesday 's  Front l ine s tate summit  Pretor ia 's  Di rectorate of  Mi l i tary
in Ìvíaputo declared in its communiqué Intelligence.

li1-11:. :**1c-1'"::,1^'ïT:..*1']9 rn rhe worsening regionat crisis,
'::::11ï',,i:,^'^^:,:s:J:Y:lv-^:iil ÌrÍugabe and other political leaders in
oeroÍe ' I nrs suggests' thoug-n^1ort 

f,e! ziniu"u*e have also become keenly
conclusively, that Zimbabwe 

i l9 
r-h: ; ; ; f  ú.; ;cessity to bui ld an alí-

other Frontl ine states see no prospecr ; ; ; ; ; iü fol i t icat unity in the
that they or the major Western powerc ;;";ì;. lï"rie affairs minister Enos
can or  w i l l  res t ra in  the_Preror ia  Nü i ; ; " ; ; ; ; ;ed  th isweektha tZapugovernment  by  po l i t i ca l  and ã ; ra in ; ; i ,  

-p ì "su* "Ufy  
inc tud ing

d ip lomat ic  means '  fo rmer  Zapu in te l l igence ch ie Ì"There are a lot of dark clouds -:"".- '  ^--. , ' -
abou t," s aid one western d i pr o mat' 

" i.ï.iÏ,íï.ïïfi#i"ï:ïi, j,ï: Ï;
Êlarare yesterday. 

_L^L...^^- the Zanu (pF) pany.
Re l iab le  es t imates  o f  Z imbabwean " ' -  - - - - -  ' -  -  '  I

troop deployments in Mozambique One or two formerly disgraced
vary between 5 000 and 6 000, leaders of the rul ing party are also in
although other reports say the number the process of being slowly
is much higher. They are deployed rehabil i tated back into pol i t ical l i fe.
mainly guarding the Mutare-Beira The Zanu(PF)-Zapu unity talks,
corr idor, but have also been involved though st i l l  shrouded in secrecy,
in search and destroy operations continue to promise a successful
against Renamo. The eastern border conclusion, say party sources.
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