Beporta

MORE tiran 40 000 griev-
ing Zimbabweans yester-
day gatherad at Harare's
Rufaro Stadium to mourn
President ‘Samora Maichel
and re-dedicate themsel-
ves to the revolution in

'Bne solemn aocaslon

Ah
of Ode Machel who died
in a crash in South
“Africa last Sunday night.
The mourners,
wearing traditional bla.ck
garnb, started filing into

Tam and by 9am were
already seated awaiting
the arrival of the Prime

the stadium as early as’

Amonxg the mourners
were senior Govetnment
and party officials, a dele-
gatlon from Mozambique
and Tepresentatives of
various iiberation move-
ments in Southern: :Africa.

Braving the scorching
heat, the crowd, brought
together by this tragic
event, wag noficeably
quiet ang listened to some
revolutionary songs from
various , singimg groups
orgmﬂséd for the occa~
slon. There was 2lso
some - traditiona) dances.
. In one ‘corner of the
stadium, the national flag,
ol e 1;’:‘“" ntie
ornly sway a gentle
‘breez

"With  choirs singing
revolutionary songs
some vowing the intensi-

40000 Zimbabweans
mourn Machel X a0

fication of the Southern
Africa revolution and
others praising Cde Ma-
chel and his work and
predicting the downfall of
the apartheid regime in
South Africa — the emo-
tion-charged ceremony be-

gan,

At one stage, a, youth
group, Mbuya Nehanda
choir of Tafara, sent the
crowd wild with emotion
when the  youths,  one
brandishing a dummy
rifle, promised: in song
“that the Boers and their
puppets would soon taste

"~ the blood that th.ey thriv-

e‘i mn

Cde Mugabe arrived a
few minutes after 11am
1o a resounding welcome
from the crowd which

had packed the jum
® Tyﬁgﬁﬁs‘ :

YTV

40 000 mourn Machel

® From P ge
’co Thear vthe y
statement - F
Minister. was maktng on
the death of hig long-
standing ally and come
rade-in-arms.

Before " the
rally, Cde Mugabe in-
* vited  the - mourners to
obgerve g minute of

silence in memory of Cde
Machel and others: who
died in the crash,

The Prime Minister's
emotion-charged ' speech
was {nterrup at inter-
vals by ululation and
cheering from the people,
some of them calling for

an end to the evil apart«
heid system and promil-
ing to defend Zimbabwe's
independence  “at  all
costs”’,

Caliing on Zimbabwe.
ans to share the loss of
Cde Machel with their
Mozambican brothers and
sisters,
ister told the rally that
since the death of the
“trye revolutignaty" the
Government was fe
ing supplies to Mapu
daily. Cde Mugabe later
vrecelved $5 843 collected
from Zanu (PF) Harare
province towards funeraJ
expenses,

the Prime Min-’

He sald it had been
that 20 Zanu (PF')
hosen

officials should be ¢
from each province to
attend the funeral and

leave tomorrow morning
by plane.

Remarked one old man
at the end of the day:
“Although have
xilled him (Cde Machel),
they (the South African
government) should real-
ise that those who live by
the spear will die by the
spear — only this spear
is more potent, it is the
spear wielded by an
angry and  OP

—






