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SAMORA MACHEL: MARCHING INTO HISTORY

CP Ceorrecpondent
SUNDAY'’S plane crash
death -of- President 'Sa-
mora Machel has thrust
the frontline  states and
the nine-nation Southern
African:-Development
Co-ordination onfer-
ence into a serious crisis.

The effect of Ma-
chel’s death has been to
cast further doubt on the
stability of Mozam-
.bique’s Frelimo. govern-
ment and, hence, the g¢-
curity of - crucial nch-
Sou African trade
routes.

Frontline states chair
man President Kenneth
Kaunda of Zambia has
sald - South :Africa . re-
mains guilty of Machel's
death unless’ proven. in-

nocent-~'a very widely-
held opinion north of the
Limpopo,

‘The - extent. of=:rage
over :Machel’s ‘death in
the: fronthnc statés ‘was
evident. in the streets of
Harare > thzs * week, - as
hundreds ~ of © Zimbab-
weans “attacked - build-
ings associated with SA

and Malawi after wide-
s read media reports

that SA' was responsible
for Machel’s death.

Whites, identified
with South African gov-
ernment actions by vir-
tue of the colour of their
skins, were also indis-
criminately attacked or
made to shout slogans
denouncing the Pretoria

government before being.

allowed to proceed.

Young Zimbabweans
demanded the immedi-
ate introduction of com-
Fuisory military service

or all in their country,
and several demonstra-
tors said they. were will:
ing to go and fight along-
side Frelimo in Mozam-
bique.

‘We have had
enough,” said one dem-
onstrator.

Mache!’s death is par-
ticularly serious for Zim-
babwe, - the economic
and industrial hub of the
frontline states and the
SADCC. ‘

Addcd to Machel's
death is tagt of Mozam-

&8 Transport: Minis~
1 ‘Alcantare ‘Sentos, a
bey  figure Th  the
SADCC!s  trifnsport
commission;

Zimbahwe
Minister, Robe

Prime
Mus

gabcs ‘government :has
‘pinned its slim hopes of
reducing trade route de-
pendency ~on South
Africa, and thereby of
surviving sanctions in
reasonable shape, on the
Mutare-Beira corridor,
The passage is' currently
bcmg guarded, with Fre-

limo’s. agreement, by
morethan 5000 Zim-
babwean trdops against
attacks.by the Mozam-
biqué bandits,

Thé corridor carries a.
fuel’ pipeline,~road :and,

railway,zand ~would ~be
Zimbabwe's major trade
artery”if :South : Africa
closed its bordcm

Attcmpts to' upgradc
the capacity of the corri-
dor are being hampered
by .the security. situta-.
tion, which has deterio-
ratcd considerably in
northern Mozambxquc
since last Se J

Then, Malawi, appar
ently giving way to pres-
sure.from the -frontline
states to‘end support for:
the bandits, “expelied”
several thousands of ban.-

‘dits, who entered thé

northern. "Mozambique
rovinces: -of Tete and
besia as a.massive
invasion force, .-some
150km north of the Mu-
‘tare-Beira corridor.

Two other railways to
Mozambican ports -
from Zimbabwe's South
East 1o Maputo, and

from Malawi to Nacala

— are out of action as a
result of bandit attacks.
The installation of a
South African client
bandit government in
Maputo would be a dev-
astating blow to Zim-
babwe, the frontline
states, the SADCC and
the entire campaign for
sanctions against Pretor-
ia. It would also substan-
tially change the charac-
ter of the growing wai in
Southern Africa.

At the time of the fa-
tal plane crash, Machel
was returning from a
confrontation he,
Kaunda and Angolan
President Jose Eduardo
Dos Santos had held
with President Mobutu
Sese Scko over Zaire'’s
continued support for
South African-and CIA-
backed Unita forces.

The scale of Unita’s
activites has rendered in-
operable the railway line
from Zambia’s Copper-
belt, through south Zaire
to the Angolan port of
Benguela.

Its closure means the
use of more distant SA
railways and ports.





