
The People's Republic .
of Mozambique was.
declared on 25 June
1975. Born out of ten
),eors of FRELIMO's
guerilla war it was the
.first expression of
people's power in
,Southern Africa. The
new republic's President,
Comrade Samora
Machel, was just 4I years
old.

I 'or tugal  f i rs t  invaded thecountry4cen-
t  ur ics before in  pursui t  o f  i ts  s lave t rade

ovcr  2 mi l l ion Mozambicans were
abducted.  By the mid-2f th century the
ro lorry  had been turned in to an engine
l i r r  the explo i ta t ion ofsurp lus labour .  ln
t l rc  south,  adul t  men were shipped to the
l l r r t ish-owned mines in  Rhodesia and
t hc 

'I 
ransvaal - between 1900 arrd 1920

rukrrre more than 63,000 died. The
rn i r tcowncrs paid a por t ion of  the wages
in gold d i rect  to  Por tugal :  i t  was the
colony 's  main source of  income.

Portugal practised ruthless social di;-
e  r  i rn inat ion to prov ide a buf fer  of  pr iv i -
lcgr' for the settlers. 9590 of the popula-
r ior r  was kept  i l l i terate.  E ighty- f ive per
ecrr t  l ivcd in  the countrys ide and there
rras l i t t le  industr ia l  development .  The
ildnlinistrators, managers and the few
skilled workers were Portuguese.

-[he 
colonial regime's suppression of

rrll dcnrocratic rights was demonstrated
irr 1960 whcn the army massacred 600
rr r r i r r r r rcc l  pcasants.  The Mucda massacre
\ r i ls  Mozambique's  Sharpevi l le ;  i (
r : rarked the turn ing point  for  the oppo-
r rents of  fore ign ru le.

f IITII-IMO

l)r  I :duardo Mondlane uni ted three ex i le
groups and fornred the Mozambique
I  ihcrat ion Front ,  FRELIMO, in  Tan-
zania in  11b2.  Those wedded to con-
' t i tu t ional  methods depar ted when
\lorrdlane began serious preparations
Ior  a nr i l i tary  s t ruggle.

Samora Machel had trained as a
rrLrrse.  He le f t  Mozambique,  jo ined
I 'RELIMO in Tanzania and volunteered
l i r r  mi l i tary  t ra in ing.  Machel  was soon
in charge of  t ra in ing the volunteers.  The
l i rs t  arnred engagement  was on 25 June
1964.  FRELIMO establ ished l iberated
treas in the northern provinces adjoin-
ing Tanzania.

A nra jor  schism opened up wi th in the
l r<ut which paralysed its leadership be-
nrcen 1967-69, On one side were those
uho had gained contro l  o f  the l iberated
uoncs,  only  to  cont inue wi th the o ld
l i r rms of  explo i ta t ion of  the peasantry .
I  hcy opposed the format ion of  uni ts  of
u ornen freedom fighters; fostered tribal-
isrn and regionalism; and encouraged
rr l r t i -whi te  sent iment  to  cover  the i r  own
rrspi rat ion to become a new c lass of  b lack
erp lo i ters .  This  embryonic  bourgeois
r rut ior ra l is t  wing was t ry ing to hold back
r l rc  rnovenrcnt  for  i ts  own sel f ish ends.
(  )n  thc other  s ide Samora Machel  and
\ larcel ino dos Sanlos led the revolut ion-
iuy caucus i r t  FREI- lMO asser l ing that
pcople 's  power must  be bui l t  in  the
l i l rcratcd areas.  For  the revolu l ionar ies
r  l rc  enen)y was t  he colonia l  system and i ts
rrgcnts. The war could no( be won unless
il was conducted as a people's war of
l ibcrat ion wi th the suppor t  o f  the
rrasses.  Eduardo Mondlane s ided decis-
i rc ly  wi th  the revolut ionar ies,  but  he
paid a heavy pr ice.  On 3 February 1969
\ Iondlane was murdered by a parcel
l r o r r r h  s c r r t  b y  c o l o n i a l  a g e n t s .

I ly  1970 FREI- IMO emerged f rom i (s
r r tcr r ra l  cr is is  wi th  a c lear  ideology and

.r rcngthened leadership.  Samora
\ luchel  was e lected Pres ident .  FRE-
I li\l() opened a new offensive in Tcte
t ) r ( ) \ i r l c e .  t h e  r o u t e  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  I t s
' . tar  t  i r rg  point  was the pol i t ica l  mobi l isa-
r r , , r  ( ) l ' t h e  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  F R E I - I N J O
rr t  |  ( )duccd Ior  thc l ' i rs t  t in te ever  heal th
. r r rc ,  cduca( ion and popular  democrat ic
, . t ructurcs.  Wi th in two years FRELIMO
u as ablc  to  of fer  fac i l i t ies to  the Zimbab-
rrcun l iberat ion movernents,  who had
i 'ccn t rot t led up in  Zambia.  Tete became
t l rc  corr idor  for  ZANU to in f i l t ra te i ts
I  r  ccdorr r  l ig l r ters  in to nor th eastern
' i l r r rdesia.

SAMORAMACHEL
Son of the Mozambicon Revolution

BROTHER FROM THE
WEST
Brothcr lrom thc West -

(How cu we erplain that )mu uc our

brother?)
lh. world do.s not .nd at thc thr.shold.of

youf nouse
nor ol lhc slreqtl which muks the border

of your coun!rt/
nor ln !h? sca
in whosc vdlness you sometimes think
lhat you hsv. discovered thc mcaning ol

th€ infrnilc,
Eeyond your threshold, helond thc sca
lhe greal strugglc continues,
Man wilh wom eyvs aad huds es hard as

thc.ulh
al night embrucc their childrcn
and depart bcfore the dawn.
Many u,ill nol relurn.
What does il matter?

{ 
l4'c ue men tired of shochles, f'or us

j tncdom is woilh mor. thn lile.

Portugal was enmeshed in sinrilar pro-
tracted wars in Angola and Cuinea Bis-
sau. The combined impact of these wars
sapped the morale of the Portuguese
conscript army. Opposition to fascist-
co lonia l  ru le broke in to open rebel l ion in
Portugal  on 25 Apr i l  1974 when the dem-
ocratic Armed Forces Movement depos-
ed dictator Caetano. The freedorn fight-
ers in the African colonies had forccd a
crisis on Portugal's ruling class and pro-
vided an opening for the advance of the
Portuguese work ing c lass.

The colonia l  adminis t rat ion in  Mo-
zambique crumbled.  A t ransi t ional  gov-
ernnlent  was formed wi th Joaquim Chis-
sano as Printe Minister. 90 per cent of the
settlers fled, but nol before they had
systematically wrecked all machinery
and farm implements. The commercial
d is t r ibut ion system col lapsed as the
shopkeepers went too. But no sabotage
could dampen the jub i la t ion:  FRE-
LIMO had led Mozambique to indepen-
dencel

PEOPLE'S POWER - THE
FIRST 5 YEARS
FRELIMO immediate ly  se i  about  reha-
b i l i ta t i r rg  Mozambique f rom the ravages
of  co lonia l  ru le.  ln  the f i rs t  year  there
were only 80 doctors to serve a popula-
t ion of  l2  mi l l ion and sk i l led workers
and technic ians were scarce.  FRELIMO
implemcnted measures of immediate
benefit to the peasantry and working
class. lt nationalised schools, the health
service, leg-rl practice and rented proper-
ty .  FRELIMO implemcnted UN sanc-
t ions and hal ted a l l  t rade wi th the rac is t
Rhodesian regime. Smith's forces waged
a campaign of raids and massacres of
Zimbabweans and Mozambicans. The
monetary cost in 1975-80 of Mozam-
bique's solidarity with the Zimbabwean
people is conservatively esdmated at
US$556 mi l l ion.

At the 3rd Congress held in 1977,
FRELIMO changed itself from a libera-
t ion f ront  to  the 'vanguard par ty  of  the
worker-peasant alliance'. The Congress
addressed the problcms of  (he t ransi r ion
to socialism by its emphasis on the fight
to t ransform product ion. 'Dynamis ing
groups' were set up in workplaces, plans
made for comntunal villages and large
state farms operating within an overall
planned economy.

Howevcr ,  t  hc in i t ia l  economic ind icat -
ors werc mis leading.  Incorne l ront  the
migrant miners increased in the years
imrnediate ly  fo l lowing independence,
and revenues from lhe export of prawns
and cashew nuts remained stable.  In
l9?5 and 1976 the balance of  t rade was in
s u r p l u s - e \ p o r t s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  i r r r p o r t s
- not least because one consequcoce of
the f l ight  of  the ser t lers  was a drast ic  cut

in imports. But as production recovered
and imports of machinery and special-
ised raw materials became nccessary,
Mozambique was h i t  by the drarnat ic
reduct ion in  the tern ls  of  t rade inherent
in  the imper ia l is t  wor ld economy.  In
1975 f ive tons of  co l ton would pay for  a
Iorry ,  but  by 1980 t3 tons were needed.
From |  978 onwarc ls  t l re  balancc of  t rade
went  in(o pernranent  def ic i t  and Mo-
zambique became increasingly depen-
dent  on loans and a id to  pay for  imports .
South Afiica's power of econonric lever-
age against the People's Republic
loomed ever  larger .  Pretor ia  cut  the
numbers of  nr i r rers,  the value of  i ts  gold
paymcnts, and cut to a third the value of
i ts  expor ts  through Maputo.

The l iberat ion of  Z imbabwe in 1980
once again engendered great enthusiasm.
With in a month the n ine independent
black states in the region fornred the
Southern African Development Co-
ord inat ion Conference (SADCC) wi th
the a im of  fur ther ing co-operat ion to
'liberate our econonries frorn thcir de-
pendence on the Republ ic  of  South
Afr ica ' .  Mozambique was the natura l
trade route for Zinrhabwe. Zambia and
parts of Zaire. Production increased in
l98G8l as Mozambique recovered from
the Rhodesia war. lt seemed that at last
there was the chance to rebui ld .  Apar t -
heid South Africa never gave Mozam-'
bique that chance.

APARTHEID'S
D ES TA BI LISA TI ON I 98G84
PW Botha 's  ascendancy in  Pretor ia  s ig-
nal led a new wave oI  tcr ror  and econo-
mic sanctions designed to prevent the
emergence of independent front line
states. Apartheid's war cost the front
l ine s tates over  US$10 b i l l ion f rom 1980
to 1985, some 3590 of their aggregated
Gross National Product. Mozambique
was h i t  hard by the ravages of  SADFspe-'cial 

units and the counter revolutionary
M N R .

Destabilisation has been effective be-
cause i t  compounded thc mul t ip ly ing
di f f icu l t ies imposed on FREL. IMO. The
internal  c lass s t ruggle d id not  end wi th
independence.  FRELI Iv IO's  lcading
cadres became inrmersed in the adminis-
t rat ion of  the state,  and pol i t ica l  work
wi th the masses through thc par ty  had
fa l len back.  Most  of  the exper ienccd
cornrades were concentra lcd in  Maputo
and the cr t ic .s ,  wi th  a corresponding neg-
lect  o f  the countrys ide.  An emphasis  on
large pro jccts  and centra l iscd contro l
accelerated th is  process of  delachment .
Despi te FRELIMO's exact ing leader-
ship code ofsacr i f ice,  e lcmcnts who were
al ready pr iv i legcd in  co lonia l  soc ic ty
at tached thentselvcs to the state appa.
ra l  us.

From ytu, brolhcr, wc axpecl
and to 1,ou we ofler
nol thc hnd of charit)'

_ which mlsleods and humiliates

) but the hand ol comradcship

!, committed,conscious,

f; Ho* can you refuse, brotherfrom the W.sl?

FRELIMO, 1973

FRELIMO operated subsid ies on
basic  foodstuf fs ,  but  the gaping hole in
the d is t r ibut ion of  goods had not  been
sat is fac lor i ly  f i l led.  A 'b lack market '
econonry \ . ras thr iv ing wi th an aspi r ing
commercial bourgeoisie t.hwarting FRE-
LIMO's p lans for  redis t r ibut ing weal th
to the workers and peasants.  Product ion
was s lashcd by the MNR's d isrupt ion.
Expor ts  fa l l  by 60 per  cent  between l98 l
and 1984.  lndustr ia l  output  fe l l  by 13.6
per  cent  in  1982 a lone.

A ser ies ofnat  ura l  d isasters compoun-
ded the problcms.  The Zambesi ,  L i rn-
popo and Inconrat i  r ivers f looded in
1 9 7 7  a n d  I 9 7 8 .  l n  l 9 ? 9  C y c l o n e  J u s t i n e
h i t  t h e  n o r t h .  l n  l 9 8 l - 8 3  d r o u g h t  h i t
Caza,  lnhambane and Tete prov i r rces.
FREI- IMO had run a successfu l  re l ic f
operat ion in  1979-80,  but  now food a id
had beconre a weapon against  them. [n
January 1983 Maputo issued an appeal
for emergency food aid. The pledges
from the capitalist world were reduced,
and the MNR we re s topping suppl ies get  -

t ing through.  l f i ) ,000 d ied f rom th is
man-made fanr ine.

FRELIMO had sought  fore ign capi ta l
inves(ment ,  par t icu lar ly  in  the l ight
producer and consumer goods sectors,
prov ided that  i t  was on the pr inc ip le of
non- in ter ference and to Mozambique's
benef i t .  But  the western mul t inat ionals
followed the lcad of their governments
in hold ing back funds.

Sanrora Machel  and the FRELIMO
leaders d id not  bury the tensions.  He
told a mass rally in 1982:

'Af ter  independence when we took
of f  our  guns,  and exchanged our  uni -
forms for sui(s and ties, we made a
mistake.  We looked e legant ,  but  the
bourgeois ie had the guns.  Now we' re
put t inS our  guns on once more,  and
we won't make the same mistake this
t ime. '

Mat ters were brought  to  a head at  the 4th
Congress in  Apr i l  1983.  Forrner  corn-
batants and ex-political prisoners were
openly cr i t ica l  o f  the tendency to
complacency and even cor iupt ion in  the
state.  Out  of  the Congress came an en-
larged Centra l  Conrmi t tee incorporat ing
many long-serv ing conrrades f rom the
work ing c lass and peasan(ry.  A new
direct ion was g iven lo  'ovcrcome the
most  basics ignsof  hunger ' ,  todel 'eat  the
MNR and the b lack rnarketcers.  The
Congress a lso resolved that  ' resources

nrust  bc a l locntcd wi th pr ior i ty  to  srnal l
scale pro jects  which have an i rnnrediate
effect on people's living standards' and
which would use local raw materials.

NKOMATI ACCORD AND
AFTER
Samora N{achel  had a lways avoided the
dcadly  enrbracc o l  the In lcrnat ional
Monetary Furrd,  having seen i t  i rnposc
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austerr ty  measures on Tanzania arrc l
Z imbabwe,  But  in tcrest  arr r l  rcpul ' -
n lents on loans contracted in  thc 197()s
fe l l  due.  Wi th few expor ts  f ronr  (he uar-
torn economy to meet  t l re  rcp i t ! 'n lcnt \
Mozanrbique's  credi t  ra t ing col lapsct l .
The Scandinavian courr t r ics rv i thhc ld
fur ther  loans and a id unt i l  An acconln l ( ) -
dat ion was nrade wi th the inrpc l ia l is r
banks.  In  January 1984 Mozanrbiquc
was forced to adnr i t  lhat  i t  had defaul rc t l
on f  I45 mi l l ion debts and entered ncgo-
t ia t ions to reschedule the f5 l0 rn i l l ion
due in  1984-86.  lmper ia l ism was turr r ing
the screw.

The South Afr ican reginre used M<r-
zanrb ique's  predicament  to  forcc Machcl
to  the negot ia t ing table.  The Nkonrar i
Accord -s igned in  March 1984 -  was
srrpposedly a non-aggrcss ion p i t ( l .
Botba t rurnpet ted the Accord as a nra jor
fore ign pol icy cou p and as t  he pre lude t  o
a ser ies of  bogus reforms to quel l  b lac l
res is tance wi th in South Afr ica.  Machcl
was forced lo  concedc that  there would
be no ANC nr i l i tary  presence in  Mt>zarn-
b ique,  but  he made no concessron on
FRELIMO's pol i t ica l  suppor t  fbr  rhc
ANCand the l ibcrat ion of  South Al ' r ica.
In  return,  Machel  securcd a publ ic
commitment  f rom Soulh Afr ica to  encl
i ts  aggression and suppor t  for  the MNR.

In fact the MN R's atrocit ies escc/atcrl,
with at first covert and then incre.tsingly
opcn supporr  f rom (he South Al ' r i ran
mi l i tary .  The MNR had ncar ly  broughr
Mozambique to i ts  knees and Pre lor ia
had no in ient ion of  g iv ing away i {s  ac l .
vantage.  The Nkomat iAccord had bt 'en
exposed as a f raud and Botha 's  ' re forru '

progranrme soon b i t  the dust  when b lack
anger exploded in South Africa in Aug-
ust  1984.

Ovcr the next two years the stnr;gle
for  thc l iberat ion of  Southerr r  Af r ica
entered a new and even gr inrnrer  phasc.
Botha responded to b lack res is tanee
wi th ter ror  and repress ion,  and tht '
destabi l isat ion of  the Front l ine States
became ever more crucial in order to pre-
vent  ANC incurs ions and suppor t  for
l iberat ion.  Mozanrbique becarne,  orrce
again.  the pr imary target .

ln  the la .s t  ycar ,  wi th  the fa i lure of  the
Comnronueal th to  implemen( sanct  ior rs ,
the f ront l ine s tates have beconre thc
spearhead for  ef fect ive act ion agai t r \ t
apar theid,  outs ide South Afr ica i tse l f .
Zamhia and Zinrbabwe were outsp()kcr l
in  the i r  cr i t ic ism of  thc fa i lure of  l l r i ra i r r
and the west  to  implenrent  sancl ions a l
lhe Cornrnonweal th min i  sr r r r rnr i t  i r r
August  1986.  A few weeks la ter  the Non-
Al igned Movement  Conference hc ld in
Harare conf i rmed that  the f ront l inc
states would be leading the sanct io l rs
movement .  The recolonisat ion of  Mo-
zambique is  centra l  to  Botha 's  ahi l i ty  to
crush the indcpendence of  the f ront l i r rc
sta les,  espccia l ly  Z inrbabrve,  and b lock
thei r  suppor t  for  l iberat ion forces.
Samora Machel  was nobody 's  s i lc r r t  v ic-
t i rn .  He enlered a per iod of  incessarr t
ac l iv i ty  to  galvarr ise the f ront l i r re  s tates
into concer ted defence.  Z inrbab*e arrd
Tanzania increased t l re i rconrnr i ln lc l t t  l ( )
the war against  the MNR. The f ront l inc
leaders put ,pressure on Hast ings lJant la ,
puppct  c l t ie f  o f  Malawi ,  to  ccasc prov i t l -
ing fac i l i t ics  to  lhe counter  rcvolut ion-
ar ics.  Sarr rora wcnt  out  to  the pcoplc  in
Mozambique to ra l ly  and uni tc  thcrn.
For  a l l  apar theid 's  sophis t icatcd
weapons,  he used lo  say,  we have thc
rnost sophisticated weapon - peoplc's
power.

Samora Machel 's  death on l9Octoher
was no acc ident .  l t  was arr  h is torrca l
impcralive for imperialisnr and racisrn.
In  the precedinS t rvo * . .U,  apar thc id
Defence Min is ter  Malan issued a s t rc i ln l
o f  thrcats to  Machel 's  pe rsorra l  sa lc t r  .
South Afr ican comnrando uni ls  ant l  thc
MNR were increasingly  act ivc anrrurd
Maputo.  Days belbre thc a i r  d isas lcr
Sanrora conl ' ided that  there had a l r r 'adv
been an assassinal ion a( tcnrpt :

'TheJ l tave a l readl  I r icc l .  l r r  Ntr r  cr r -
b c r  l 9 l l 5  t h c y  i r r l i l t r a t c d  b r r z o o l a s  t t r
N ' l o z a r n b i q r r e  i n  a n  e l l b r t  t o  k i l l  n r r .

' l ' n r  i n  t h e i r r v a l .  I  h a v c r r ' t  s o l t l  t r r r l
to  anybody and nry hands ar l '  c lc i in . '

ln  h is  l i l i  S: r r t tora Nl t re l rc l  r r r i l t ' r l  t l re
p c o p l c  o l  M o z a r n b i q u c  i r r r d  l c r l  t l r c n r  r o
indenenr le l rce.  l  he c i rcunls tanccs ( ) l  l l is
dcath have uni tcd thc o l lnrc( ( ( 'd
througl rout  Southcrn Al l  ica i l r  I l rc i r
detcrr r r i r ra t ior r  to  destroy t l re  systcr r r  0 l
apar(heid oppression.

Viva FRELIMO!

Andy Higginbottom


