
The arch-enerny
í-loï raclsm

f t-ew observers of the i Ìrozambican scinc üouhtr:d *residen.i
Semora Machel 's cornnritment to non-raeial içrn, fhe naÍionat
news service, ÂIIfÍ, reporrs from Maputo on the rnau who
believcd that Afr ikaners were Afr icans and courd takc their
r ightful plaee in Afr ica i f  they abandoned apartheld.

Thc non-racia l  and ant i . racist  na-
tu re  o Í  Mozamb ican  soc ie tv  was
viv id ly,  i Í  t ragical ty,  i l lustra[ t 'd  b,v
Sunday night 's  unexplainet i  p lane
crash in which Prcsident  Samora
Machel  Ìost  h is l i fe.

AÌongsicle the l4ozain'oican leader
dled col lea6ues,  Í r iends and corn,
rades oÍ all races anrl colours. Black
Mozarnbicans,  whi te Morambicans.
M o z a n r b i c a n s  o Í  I n d i a n  o r i g i n ,
Mozambicans of  mixed rsce,  wbl te
S o v i e t s  a n d  b l a c k  C u b a n s  a l l
per ished al ikc.

In a way,  !h is was very f i t t ing,  for
t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  l i Í c  P r e s i r l e n t
Sarnora hat l  waged a rc lent lcss bal-
t le against  a l l  fornrs of  racisrrr .

D u r  i n g  t h e  l i b e r . a t i o n  w a r ,  h e
plaved a major  ro le in convincing
the  F re l i n ro  guer i l l a  Í i gh te rs  tha t
thc : i t ruggle was not  against  whi tes,
nor agai .nst  Portuguese c i t izens,  but
againsl  a systcr Ì r  of  c.oìonia l  and ías.
r- ' is t  dc ' rn inat ion and r :xpio i tat ion.

ln thc car lv days of  the indcpen-
dcnce v iar ,  lhere wt: re those in l . ' rc-
l Í n ro  u ' l ro  wan tcd  to  k i l l  cao tu r t :d
I 'ot ' t  ugrresc soIdiers.  b lctuardo l t Íond.
lane,  Santora i l l lchcl  and olhcls in
the lear lcrship oppos:d th is,  point ing
out that  thc rvar was rrot . thc Íaul t  r ' Í
Í ' o r t t rgucs r r  r vo t ' kc rs  o r  peasan ts
t l raf tct !  i ; r to the colonia l  arrr tv  anrJ
that  oncc a sold ier  uas r :aptuicd hl
ceas( ld (o r ,c  i ìo cnet Ì ì ) .

Sa lno ra  I ï i r chc l  a lu 'ays  n lgued
t l t a t  t hc  i \ l o i l a rnb ican  . ' j nd  I )o r tu -
gucse pcophs had conrnr<trr  intercs(s
at t t !  eorrr r r ron cnrt r ì ì ics.  ' Ihus Frc l inro
co r rs r r l c rcd  i { sc l f  i r r  l r l l i , r r r ce  r v i t l r  ; r l l
antr- [as<: is t  forcr .s in l )or . t r rg l r ì  thal
r l ' : r r  l iË,ht i r rg íor  thc r_ ivcr throw oÍ
t l t c  S l i ; r zn l  t r r r r l  Cao t l rno  .d i c t ; r t o r . -
shipr .

Samora's a; t t i - racisrn wa.s bot l t  a
quest ion of  urot 'a l  pr incip le and a
s t ra tcg i r :  nccess i t y :  i t  he lped  in t -
rnerrscly to rJ iv ide the Portuguese
Íascist forccs.

I t  n 'as the same wi t Ì r  thc u 'ars
that  Ì \ lozanrbique fought af ter  inde-
p c n d c n r : e . ' f h e  e n e t n y  w a s  n e v c r
cons idc rcd  in  rae ia l  t c rms ,  bu t  a l -
ways in tcrnts oí  the socia l  s1 'stem
in  vo lvcd .

Thus  when  l {ozan tb iqu?  ca t ' r ì e
ur:der rc l ' leated at tack Í ror t l  the i l lc '
gaì  Snr i t l r  rcgi rne in I ìhodesia,  Pres '
iCent Sal t tora stressctJ that  i t  was
Irot  rvhi tc Zinrbabwcans rvht t  rvet 'e
thc cncl t r l ' ,  but  thc at t t i 'detnoerat ic
m ino r i t l ' r cg in te .

l n  thc  con f ron ta t i o t t  t v i t h  Sou th
r\ Í r ica.  I ) re 'Sidcl t t  Si ì l ì ìo l 'a  rcpeir tc t l -
l1 '  s t rcssecl  that  t Ì rc  c l ìetny tva: ,  t l tc
s.vstr , r r r  of  epartheid,  nnt l  not  i r td i -
v idua l  u 'h t t c  So t t i h  11  f  r i cans .

I I ' :  he i r l  i i r r t t l y  to  the  be l i a f  t ha i
r çh i l c  Sou th  ; \ f r i c i r r r s ,  pa r t i cu la r l y
i \ [ r ' i kaa r rs  s l l cakc rs ,  u ' c re  i n t l ced
, \ f t ' i c i t ns .  cv r ' n  i f  t l r c i r  r i r c i s rn  r c .
í r rsct l  to aÌ lory t l r r r rn to ; t r . l t t r i t  i t  l lc
of tct r  toÌ rJ r1ír ik i r t re r : i  that  t l te i l  rac-
isrr r  u 'as kc.c l l ing the' tn atva.v í rorrr
t l t c i r  t r i r c  p lace  i i t  . \ f r i t ' a ,  as  , \ f r  i -
( ' i Ì  i ì  s .

r \ t  c v c r Y  i t l t L ì i ' l ì i ì t r o n i r l  f r ) t  u t ì 1 ,
I ) r t  s i t i c r l t  S ln r ' r : l r  u l . , v lys  s l rcsscd
t h l r t  l h c  i l l r t t l c  t n  S o u t h  r \ Í r ' i r : i r ' , r ' a s
t o  c t  t : a t o  i ì  i i r ) c l c t \ .  u ' h c r e  b ì a c k ,
v rh i tc .  Ind ian  anr l  n r ixc tJ - r ; rce  c i r i l -
< l r ' : t r  cor t ld  p Ìa -y  togc thc l  u 'h i l c  thc i r
l ) i r ^ ( Ìn ts  bu l l t ,  toge t l t c r ' ,  a  dcrnocra t -
ic socit-. ty.

l ' hus  Sar r ro ra  was p lcased to  re -
eo i ' rc  ' , ' r l r i t c  o ; rponcnts  o t  apar thc id
f lonr  across  t l l c  po l i t i ca l  spcc t ru rn
o Í  oppos i t ion  -  í ì ' onr  . loe  S lovo  o í
l .hc  SoÌ r th  r \ í r ' i c in  Cont r r run is t  I ra r t i '
to Irrcde'r ' i l :  r 'an Zyi Slabbert,  for-
n rc ' r  Ì cade r  c f  the  l ibc t 'a l ,  p t  o -cap i -
ta l i s t  l ) rogress ive  l redcra l  l )a r ty .

0n,- '  of the best tr ibtt tcs that can
be paid to his nrernory is to cottt int ie
thc  f igh t  to  bu i Ìd  non- rac ia l  scc ie -
t ics. in Soutl '  .{ ír ' ica and clsewhcre,
and e l in r ina tc  the  pern ic ious  idca
tha t  a  pcrson 's  wor th  has  someth ing
to  do  rv i th  thc  co Ìour  o f  h is  o r  hcr
s k i  n .
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