
c foa l
Ilerald Eeporter

PBESIDDNT Scmor: r
-'iIols€s Mnchel of Moza-
rublquo and asfloaellst
lesder, wae born tn the
f,hen Lourouco Morques
(now Maputo) In Oc'tobe.r
1983 of & poor fa,mlty.

Hg trained &s a. male
nunse before he was sent
to Algerla by Frelimo for
:nllitary tralnlng in 1963.
He later organlsed :r,
trainlng camp programme
ln Tanzanla.

Tn May 19?0 he was
e l e c t e d  P r e s i d e n t  o f
!-rellmo and later Presi-
dent of Mozambique in
June 1975 when Moza.-
nrbique became lndepen-
dent.

During hls career, Cdc
Machel received several
awards and medals from
dlfferent countrieg.

Hg received the Joliot-
Curie Gol,O Medal of the
World Peace Cc':frcll in
1977,  t ie  Lenln  deace
Prize in L977, Orrler of
Suhbaatar (Mongollr) in
10?8, Order of F rieridship
ln 1980, thg Grand Sash,
Order of Infante Henrique
in 1981 end finally l{ero
of the People's Republle
ot' Mozarnbique which he
reeeived in 1982,

President Machel
was educated at Gaza
Primary School aad lhe
Catiolie lllssicn ur St
Paul at Mocla.

He trained as a, male
nurse at Miguel Hospital
wirere he worked as ii
nurse and later as medicai
assistant unttl he left the
country in 1963 to joln
!-relimo.

Ar'ter attendlng an in-
structors' course in Alge-
l'ian Cde Machel became
the head crt the first
F'relimo trelrrlng camp tn
Ta.nza^nia.

In 1964, Cde Machel leo
iI 2O0-strong guer.illa
group on a raid lnsldrr
Mozambique whlch mark-
ed the beglnnlng of the
war for llberatlon in
Mozamblque.

Cde Machel's devotion
to the cause, his efrclency
and military abilitles im-
pressed the founder-mem-
ber of Frelimo, Cde
Eduardo }fondlane, and
t}te F reUmo hienarchy.

Wlth F'relimo's suecess
increasing, Cde Machel
was named commander-
in-chlef af the guerllla
army in 1968. He had
been appolnted secretary
for defence tn 1986.

As President cf an in-
dependent l!(ozbmbiquc,
Cde Machel ln July this
.year appotnted Mozarnbi-
que's flrst Prime Minlster
since -lts ladependence, ii
move desigae6 to lree the
Presiderrt's own hs.nds to
concentrate on . ttre wal.
agalnst the South .r\fri-
can.backcd IVfNfi, handlts,


