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'SOVIETS REI.EASE; ’
NEW MACHEL

'CRASH EVIDENCE

MOSCOW.
MOZAMBICAN President

Samora Machel’s

plane L
deviated from its course

16 when a factual report
was being signed and

decided unilaterally to

and crashed in South__ leave the final report to

African territory because §}a

of ‘“the deliberate influ-
ence of a powerful ground
transmitter deployed out-
side Maputo  airport”,
according to an independ-
ent Soviet analysis of the
evidence collected by 2.
tripartite commission,

The commission com-
prising Mozambigue,
South Africa and the
Soviet Union, foung traces
of an abandoned army
camp at the site where
the Soviet TU-134 plane
carrying President Machel
from Lusaka to Maputo
airpory went off-course
and crashed on October
19.

Mr Ivan Vasin, Soviet
Deputy Aviation Minis-
ter cited this conclusicn
in “Izvestia” newspaper
on Saturday and assert-
2d that the totaiity of
circumstances left no
doubt that the crash was
an act of subversion.

Although representa-
tives from Mozambique,
South Africa and the
Soviet Union jointly dis-
cussed and agreed on
the evidence, South Afri-
¢a withdrew firomn the

court which
hearings in Johannes-
burg on January 20,
The Soviets then car-
ried out an amalysis of

the evidence indep=and-
ently. :
In his interview to

Izvestia Cde Vasin said

the evidence showed that !

the plane’s
gystems, units, instru-
ments onboard . piloting,
navigational and radio
equipment were in per-
fect order.

engines,

opened

commission on January






