Machel inquiry told of vanishing

- JORANNTSBURG.

A CHECKLIST found av
the' scene of the Machel
plane crash mysteriously
disappeared from where
it wag hidden by a South
African investigator,

Mr Pieter de Klerk, a
chief investigator with
the -Directorate of Civil
Aviation for the South
African Department of
Transport, revealed this
%o the Machel inqujry sit-
ting in, the Rand Supreme
Court on Wednesday.

He and his team arrived
at Komatipoort on Octo-~
‘ber 20, the day after the
©~rash. Delegates from the
Soviet Union axrived an
October 24.

He said they were pre-
vented from carrying out
their normal duties on the
first gday because “the
police were still removing

hodies from the site”,

The South Africang
completed the first stage
of Investigation “doing
chservations and taking
records, but nothing was
disturbed until the other
delegations arrived”’, Mr
de Klerk said.

“We then started the
investigation together.”

The same day a check-
tist, among other docu-
ments was found and “was
hidden under a table in
our tent. It disappearcd
during the day”.

M de Kilerk did not suy
why it was necessary to
hide the document or what
it contained.

Referring to g report by
an - employee of the SA
Bureau of Standards that

instruments handed to the

.SABS had been ficdled

with, Mr de Klerk said:

*“There wag nothing sinis-

ter about the SABS fingd-
mgs.

“We know that the -

readings definitely chang-
ed on impact,” Mr de
Klerk said, but he added
“there could have been
human interference after-
wards.”

The investigator show-
ed the crowded courtroon:
a horrific video of the
wreckage and mutilateqd
bodies, including that of
President Samora Mache!.

Members of the public
could stand no more than
i few minutes of the
close-up shots before hav-
ing to walk out of the
court.

President Samora Ma-
chel died instantly, patho-
logist Prof. Louls Nel said
at the inquiry yesterday.

“F'rom the injuries sus-

tained there ia no way he
could have survived th»
accident,” Prof. Nel sald.

*“Most of the skull and
brain were absent. Also
the heart was not present
due to the violence of the
accident.”

Prof. Nel said President
Machel wag identified by
4 ring inscribed with his
wife's name, Graca,
by his teeth.

* The former head of air
traffic control at London’s
Heathrow . Airport, - Mr
Michael Perry, said al-
though the Maputo air
traffic controller had

“‘grave difficulty in com- .
'piehendlng the English

language”,  his perfor-
mance d‘uring the incident
“reinained at a very good
standard of phraseology”.

“The standard of com-
munication was very
good until 7.18 pm (abhout

and

2

two minutes before the
crash)” when the pilot
used non-standard term-
inology and the controller
became confused.

Mr Roy Downes, an
accident investigator, zaid
there wag - insufficient
fuel on the plane to com-
piete the alternative route
to Beira.

It was an “emphatic
stipulation of the flight
manual that at least two
memberg of the crew had
to identify the tuning of
navigationa]l aids when
they were needed.

“On this flight they did

not,” he said,
He said there was
‘‘pandemonium’” in the

cockpit during the last

few minuteg of the flight, -

with the crew not pay-
ing attention to com-
mandg from the .captain.
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‘Then when the captain
saw ‘‘no Maputo’”’ he con-
vinced the crew this was
ibecause there was a
power fallure in the city.

LA “nefa,ﬂous person”’
could “have steered the

plane off course with a
false VOR beacon, but it
could not force it to land,
More than one beacon or
aig was used to land a
plane, said Mr Downes.

Several Mozambican
witnesses sald in state-
ments submitted to Mr de
Klerkk they were concern-
ed about a military camp-
site in the area.

The campsite was 150 mi
south of where the ac-
cldent occurred. “T gathes
we are going to hear
evidence collected by the
Mozambican team,” 8ir
Fdward EVeleigllt said —
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