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Machel-crash mystery solved, say experts
'.itgrt Foprrrtrr

CIVll, aviation cxprrts
hrve an "c.(selle.nt icica"
rbout what happencd
during the last few rno-
rnenh of the fntitl air
cnsh which cleimcci the
lifc of Moramhiquc
herident $amora Ma-
cl,el, and 33 othcn.

This rt'as said yestsr-
dry by Mr Rcnnie van
Zyl, head of the Direc-
torntc antl Civil Avi-
rtion, or his ariival at
Jsn Snruts Airpcrt tbl-
lowirrg a l6-day trip to
t'loacow atrd Zurich.

Acr;ompanying ittr
Van Z1'l were othcr civil
aviatic;r invcstigators,
Mr Pieter de Klerk, i i {r
J Inglcthorpe, Mr C
Welt, N{r D L1nch, ldr
F. I)ownes, Mr W Staff'
etius and an indePcir'
dcnt American investi-
Bator, i l l r  C Cartwright.

A nrembe r of the
South Africnn Depart-
ment of Fbrcign Affairs,
Mr A W Kuhn, irnd an
interprcter, hfrs tl No-
rvack of the Russian Dc.
partrent at Uni.f l .

macle up thc rest of the
South African team.

lle teilnl visited
Moscow and Zuriclr t<l
oYcrsce the tJccodirrg of
thc i l l-fatcd Sovict-buiit
Tuplcv l3l cockpit
voicc rcctrrder and its
flight data rccorder.
Ths planc crashed near
Kornttiproort on C}c
tobcr 19 on a fiight from
Zarnttia to Manuio.

gcviet, Mozambican
and South African avi-
ation expe rts first rnet in
Zurich where they gave
attcntion to the digital
flight rccorde.r, onc rrf
the plane's four record-
ing dcvices.'l'hey 

thcn nroved to
Moscow to continue
their  examilrat ion of  the
[' lane's f l ight rccordcr.
TJtc rcco.rdcr, which
logs detai l :  of  thc plnn-
c 's posi t ion and other
tr:chnic;rl inforrnation,
\\'ils urlillysed irr a ,lUos-
corv inborntory.

"' l 'hc data givc,s us an
cxccllcnt it len of r+'hAt
hnppcnc<! drri ' ing the
last nlol l rc i r t i  of  th(:
f i ig l r t , "  htr  Van Zyl  snid
1'csterday,

i lc  sard  t l rcy  wcr t r  not
in a yrsit iclr ttr rJisclosc
anv dr".tnils of thc cr;- 'sh
as rlctnils u'cxrlcl orrly htr
rttlrdr: Jrrrlrlic oncc il
l r r t : t r r l  o f  inqr r i r l , rv l ts
c()n\ 'et tc i l .

" l  loptriul l l '  t lr is lrtxird
ivr l l  ccrtvcr l0 ( ' { r l ' ly '  r tcxt
\ .c ' ; t  r ,  "  l l c  Sa i t l .

l . i r  Vlrrr  
' / , t ' l  

s l id thc

$outh Africnns reciived
"excellenl co.opr,ra-
tion" ltorn the Rwsians
and tht',y werc well re-
ceivcd iu Moscow.

He snid rh€ $ourh
African, Rutrian and
Mol,ambican tcams
wuuld continuc their in.
vcstitntions into thc
c'rash, cither at l{ompa.
tifroort or Maprrto bc.
t$'een Deccm[rer 9 and
De ce mber 16.

" l Rm hoping for
speedy dcvelolrments
during tlre next few
tYeeks,t'

Whar of lr{oscour it-
$clf. "lt was vcry c(iid,"
quippcd Mr Van ilyl.

lrtrs Nowack Crt-
scritrecl lrcr job of inter.
pteting for the tecin i l .$ a
"diff icult jotr. l tut l l l
wcnl rvr'll and wc werc
well kroked a[ter".


