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Frank Borman adds'right
stufP to crash probe

Speclrl (}rrrerpondeat

NEW YORK - As the blttrrrness escalatetl and charge
and counter-charge wene {lun6 flrst by one slde and th[rr
the other in thc iontroverul'surround'ing the htachet air
erash, a brighi spot emergefr for South Afrlca.

MSMBER OF S]PECIAL BTINET]
It was the appointment tt,ls week lo the $oulh African

ryTq of inquiry of a man vrho truly possesse$ the ,'right
stufl' '. :

"The Right Stuff" wss thrr title Tom Wolfe flilvc to his
book on the ear'ly breed of astronauts brouglrt i6gether by
the' National' Aeronauilcs and space iomifrirtration
(Nara).

Ccllonel Frank !}orrnan, comrnander of the Apcllo g

space f l ight that irr  1968 circled the moon l0 t imes on
ihristnrai Eve and Clrristntas Day, was of that breed.

The celebratcd test pi lot is the lypical al l-American
hcro. Ever3 rhing he irars done bears t l te stamp of author.
i ty .

Though hc rv.rs finall5' ous-te-d irr ;r takeovcr bid ear'
lier rhis- ycar, as trrresiCr:ttt of Eastet'n Airline.s for ntore
tha* l0 year.s Coionel lEorman was singlc-handedly le:
sponsible fc. '  rescuing t,he cgrnpany frorn dire f inancial
s t ra i ts .

within thrce years of lr is rppointrnent as presidtnt in
l9?5, Borrnan reversed the carrier's losses rvirich had to'
tal ler l  $11{ nri l l ion bet 'weep 1960 and thr: year l tc took
ov(:r.  pul l ing i t  back fronr the brink of bankruptcy.
In al l  he rvasrvith the company for nlorc thatt l5 ycars.

As thc rvrarrgl ing rvith Sovict and Mozantbican authori-
1[95 r.ontinrrcrl  i t  was irnnourrccd that ColoneJ Borrnan
rvoulU join Sir [{dvrard Euellciglr,  a former Lord Justice
of Appeal rn l l r i tr in, arrd i t l r  dcoffrcy Wilkinson. CBI!,  a
ret i lcd ch i t : f  inspector  of  acc i t len ls  in  Br i ta in 's  Dcpar t .
Incnt of Tt ' i tnsport,  on the conrrrr ission set up l ly IUr Jus,
t icc l \ tat 'go.

I 'Lr \QUI i  Or \  I l lS DnSK

In his .ycrarrr wit lr  l lastcrn r\ ir l ines, i l  plaque stood on
Colonel lSoimatt ' .s de.ck. On i t  werc thc rvords;

' I 'hl  t l ' rr t l r  is irrcr"r ir tr t i lel ' t i i r lc. l )nrr ic rrrtry rt lsenl i t ;
i l r r l  , f ( t? tc{ f  t }?( ty  r l r l l ' i r lc  f  l ;  l r r r r l ic 'e  nt1ulJ  t l fs lOr t  r i ,  I l r r i
I l r t ' r r ' i l  i s .  . .  S f r  l 1 ' r r r s l r - l r r  ( ] l r i t r ch i l l ,


