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By a Correspondent
MAPUTO

SOUTH AFRICA'S Te-.

.fusal to hand over the

32l black boxes recover-.

ed from the wreckage of
the ©plane in  which
Mozamblcan - President
Szmnora Machel dled is

leixding to mounting sus-’

pieiox about the circum-
stanceg of the crash,

de  Machel’'s  Soviet-
ol Tupolev 134A  jet
wed 200m inside

mtn Africa on October
16, The four black boxes
% nick recorded  various
fuuctions on. the plane,
ir.oluding cockpit. conver-
wri Hion, were recovered the
foilowing Aay. .

A joint dozambican,
&oviep and South African
commission  of  inquiry
w38 immediately formed.
(la Friday, October 2%,
ti:2 Leam met at the South
& irjcan town of Komati-
pors, apparently reach-
jnig agreement on geveral
tanportant points.

These included the
team flying to Moscow
t1e following night with
t.3e black boxes s0 they
csuld be decoded at the
Sjoviet faectory _ which
manufactured the Tupo-
lov to  Mozambique’'s
specifications in 1980.

Mozambique made the

o

‘Parig -and = Ber]

arrangements for Russian
visas for the South Afri-
can members of the team
and their tickets - via
Moscow. - SRR
But, on the day they

were to leave, the ‘South.

Africans told Mozambique
they were not prepared to

hand over the black boxes
.or go

to
scheduled. :

On October 28, the
South  Africans again

Mosgcow as

agreed to go to Moscow -

with the boxes. They wore
scheduled to leave Maputo
on an Aeroflot flight the

‘following . evening, But

again, at the last moment,
they said they would not
go or surrender the boxes.

A further curious

espect about behind-the-.

gcenes evenis since the
crash iz the refusal of
Britain and the TUnited
States to become involved
in the inquiry.

- South Africa had ap-
proached both countries
seeking an “independent”
observer at the decoding
and interpretation of the
boxes in the Soviey Union.

"Both contacted the

Mozambique government
which informed. them
there was no objection to
their presence. But both
refused for “diplomatic

ta_

SUSPICION MOUNTS AS S,

reasons”, :

" The Intermational Civil
Aviation
(ICAO) was also ap-
proached by South Africa.
But, having heen expelled
from ICAO, South Africa
could not have expected

a respons:, ICAO has now-

accepted an invitation
from Muozambique, -and
three crash experts from
Canada, ¥inland ang New
Zealand ure due to arrive
in Maput; this week.

It is a; this point that

_South Afrcs must finally

decide wihether or not to
nand over the boxes, It
hag used tne fact that
ICAO hud rot responded
to its reqguest as a reason

for not handing vver ihe

boxes. But, once ICAO
expertg ave in place, that
excuse is no longer valid.
_Soutn .hfrica’s usage of
aq ICA!} -presence has
also beew. totally contra-
dictory, On October 26
they saii 1hat, irrespec-
tive of tre I{CAO response,
they wouid iake the boxes
to Moscew. The following
day they tolid the inquiry
team at if the ICAO
had not responded by
October 28, they would

suspend the investigation. .

In reslity the inquiry
is suspended There has
been no formal contact

Crganisation -

between she South Afri-
. cang and the other mem-

since October: 29, = .

- On that dgay the South
Africans demanded  that
one of the boxes, the voice

recorder with crew con-’

versations, be opened and

heard in South Africa .
before going to Moscow.

‘They also wanted a copy
cf the tape recording of
the Maputo control tower
“goaversations with the
plane before handing over
the boxes,

Aviation experts peint
out that it is accepted
international practice for

-the boxes to be decoded -

by the = manufacturer.
When g Beeing 737 crash-
ed in narthern Mozambi-
que three yearsg ago the
boxes were sent to Seattle
for decoding and imter-
pretation,

The. same experts say
only the manufacturerg
can guarantee decoding
the boxes without the risk
of distortion or damage
which would make it more

difficult to ascertain the.
crash,

cause of the ,
Mozambican officials
are unwilling to speculate

as to why South African

authorities will not hang .
cver the boxes., But this:

refusal, coupled with the

.
< %y

ters of the inquiry team

. KEEPS BOXES

large amount of disinfor-
mation coming out. of
South Africa, hag in-
evitably fuelled suspicions

‘that this Wwas not an

South Africa’s . forei
minister, Mr-“Pik” Botha,
has said that the dead
Soviet pilot, Cde Yuri No-
vodran, was drusk or in-
experienced. In fsct he
had logged wall -~ over

" 13 000 hours, hali of them

on Tupolev 134:. In the
18 months he 184 been
flying Cde Machi:l's jet he
had landed at Maputo 65

times, .over 70 yircent atf

night, .

Mozambican offcials
who have flown ¢iten with
this crew say they hava
never known them to take
3 drink, ’

In addition, no results
of medical tests Thave
been given to the inquiry

"by the South Africans,

and Mozambique has lodg-
ed an official proiest over
tampering with the hodies
after incisions were found
in the necks of five of the
Gead, in¢luding ‘wo crew
members.

The = most prevalent
theory about the crash
remains that the pilot was
lured off course Yy a false
navigational beacon plant-
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i ed inside South Africa.’

i But not until South
y Africa - surrenders the
;tors begin to try to ascer-
itain the true reasoms for
ithe crash, -

‘not surrender the boxes
ithen it is +unlikely the
Aruth will ever be known,
,;However such a refusal
“would leave a major ques-
jton mark about South
/Africa’s involvement mak-
ing it extremely uncom-
fortable for some of its

rorism,

[

‘Western ~ allies who are |

i black boxes can investiga- |

If South Africa does :

fampaigning againgt ter- ‘





