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Much groundwork
abhead of main inquiry

ALTHOUGH the pre-
liminary investigation
into Suaday's air disaster
in  which  Mozambican
President Samora Machel
was killed is well under
way, the official full-scale
public inquiry to be head-
ed by Mr Justice Cecil
Margo raav only be able

to start its work in a few

months’ time.
Meanwhile, the pre-
liminary investigation
started at the scene on
Monday  morning by
South African civit avi-
ation experts will  gain
momentum today when,

tis unders-ood ga delega-
tion of Russian and Mo-
rambican experts  from
Maputo will 1y to the site
at Mbuzini, about 735 km
south of Komatipoort, on
the Mozambique border.

In an interview, the Di-
rector of Civilk Aviation,
Mro Japie Smit, samd in
Pretoria the Russians and
Mozambecans were  ex-
pucted o arrive  soon,
probably today, to join
the South African experts
in accordance with inter-
national  avition  pro-
cedures.

t was possible the Rus-

stans would want ta speiis
(o the il fated jet’s pilot.
Mr Viadimir Novosselo-
var, who is being treated
for his injuties in the Mili-
tary Hospital at Pretoria,
and  cvery  assistance
would be effered 1o the
visitors. )
Explaining the techni-
culities of the investgy
tion 1to tiwe canse of the
accident, Me Smit said it
wan vitally amportant to
ot the  prebminarny
jrrobe as won ai possible
before rain s other bad
weather could wipe out
fmportant ciues.

Although South Afri-
can experts had been on

the scene since Monday

to record details which
might be affected by the
weather, no  wreckage
had been noved and the

area was still under guard .

by police pending the ar-
rival of the Russians and
the Mozambicans.

Vital  technical  evi-
dence which would have
to be estabtished included
the angle at which the air-
craft struck the ground,
its speed and the power
the engines were putting
out at the time of impact.

The "black boxes™ con-
taining flight data and
cockpit voice recordings
had not been opened yet
and this would only be
done in the presence ol all
panticipants in the investi-
gation.

Mt Sniith said o possi-
bitity was that the Tupo-
fev's two engines might
have (o be suripped down
and cach part carcfully
examined and tested -~ a
procedute that could take
miny weeks,

Another facter which
could cavse @ consider-

able delay was that if the

cnpines  were o he
stripped. this might have
to be done w Russia, i
the country where they
were desipned and built
and wheie the neeessary
eapertise was avaitable.

Al theinfarmition
from the “groundwork”
investigation at the seene.
and related evidence such
as the results of the pot
Moo ennations
crpsed ol arvistims in
Maputo, would he
Brotpht topether s pr
fiminary repert by the ave
Aation expuris.

Thiv would then be sub

mitted to the Margo in-
quiry as a document on
which to base its investi-
gation and to call for evi-
dence.

Although it is probable
the Margo inquiry will be
held in a Pretoria coun-
room, Mr Smit said it was
impossible to give any
fitm  indication at this
stage of when and where
1t would start.

“We're so busy with
the preliminary investiga-
Hon we haven't yeally got
around ta that part yet.”
he said. — Sapa,
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