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B y  P H I L L I P  V A N  N I E K E R K
' l  

l  l t :  sr tdncss in  Ìv í i Ì i )u to at  thc funcra l
o f  S a r n o r a  i \ ' Í a c h c ì  r v a s  t i n g c d  r v i t h
r r r r g c r  u n d  t h c  d c r ' p l y - l r c l d  c o r r v i c t i o n
t h i r t  s o l r r e h o r v  S o L r t h  A f r i c r  r v a s
r c s p o r r s i b ì c  f o r  t h c  c n r s h .

f ) v c r c l r s t  s k i c s  a n d  s o n r b r c  n r u s i c
Í r o n r  r ; l d i o s  i n  t h c  s h u t t e r c d  s t r c c t s  o f
t l r c  c l p i t a l  a d d e d  t o  t h c  l n o o d  o f
g loom ; r t  the death of  thc man rvho ìed
N l o z a r n b i q u c  t o  i n d c p c n d c n c e  f r o m
f 'or tugucsc colonia l  rLLìe I  I  ycars ago.

1 ' h o L r s a n d s  o f  f j r c l i m o  s o l d i e r s ,
r ( - p r c ' \ c n t : l t i v c s  o f  a ì  I  o r ! : r n i s a t i o n s
l u r t d  p r o f c s s i o n s  a r r d  f o r c i g n
d i g n i t a r i e s  g a t h e r c d  o n  I n d e p e n d e n c e
S q u a r e  e a r l y  o n  T u e s d a y  m o r n i n g  t o
hear  the funera l  eu logy.

A huge por t ra i t  o f  lv iachel  on the
Ci ty  t la l l  _qazed down on Ìhe crowd,
and on the t rnusual ly  cool  October  day
a dirge rvas broadcast.

F r o m  t h e  d o o r w a y  o f  t h e  h a l l ,
Machel 's  longt ime comrade- in-arms
a n d  t h e  s e c o n d - i n - c o m m a n d  i n
Fre l imo,  Marcel ino dos Santos,  read
the funera l  eu logy,  h is  vo ice at  one
stage breaking in to sobs.

"You were a unique leader , "  sa id
I )os Sanros.  "You were to be found in
the st reets,  in  the factor ies,  and in  the
b a r r a c k s .  Y o u  d i d  n o t  w a i t  f o r
repor ts ,  you were not  l imi red to your
of f ice.  Noth ing h indered you f rom
d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e ,  w i t h
l i rè."

Dos Santos made a solemn p ledge
that  Mozambique would cont inue the
rvork of  Machel ,  that  i t  would remain
f r i t h f i r l  t o  h i s  e x a m p l e  a s  a  " m a n  a n d
as a f ighter" .

L i g h t  d r i z z l e  f e l l  o n  t h e  a s s e m b l e d
heads of  s tate and senior  d igni tar ies
on thÈ Ci ty  Hal l  s teps.

Ì v Í a c h e l ' s  w i d o r v  C r a c a ,  h g r  f a c e
contor ted in  agony,  watched thË cof f in
being lorvered onto a gun carriage and
pulled away by an armoured canier.

T e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p l e  l i n e d
the rvay as the procession t ravel led the
seven km to the bur ia l  s i te  at  L leroes '
S q u a r e .

One th ing rvh ic Ì r  rvas not  nrcnt ioned
i n  t h c  e t r Ì o g y  r v a s  t h e  c r u c i a ì  r o l e
N 4 a c h c l  p l a y e d  i n  t h c  p o l i t i c i s a t i o n  o f
S o u t h  Â l r i c a ,  í i r i n g  t h c  i m . r q i n . r r i o n
o f  b l a c k  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e
Sevent ics.

B y  d r ' f e a t i n g  t h c  P o r t u g u e s c  i n
ì \ , tozambiqr ie ,  Macheì  shorved b lack

Sotr th  Afr icans that  what  thev were

str iv ing for  could be achieved.  As Dos
Santos said in  the eulogy,  the message
of  Machel  was one of  ant i - rac isnr  .

S i g n i [ í c a n r l y  b o t h  n a r i o n a l  a n d
e x i l e d  a n t i - a p a r t h e i d  l e a d e r s  -

inc luding Jay Naidoo,  the genera l

s e c r e t a r y  o f  C o s a t u ,  a n d  A r c h i e
Gumede,  a pres ident  of  the Uni ted
Democratic Front - were accorded
the status of  VIP guests,  a long wi th
other heads of state.

A message f rom Nelson Mandela,
w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  s m u g g l e d  f r o r n
Pol lsmoor Pr ison,  was received and
was the only  non-Mozambican news
i tem to appear  in  the Not ic ias dai ly

The pa in  and gr ie Í  o Í  Mozambique:  Fre l imo women so ld ie rs  a t  the  Íunera l  o Í  Samora  Mache l

,-wryrí,
,

. . .  bu t  wh i le  they  weep,  Mozambícans  sa lu te  the i r  dead leader  w i th  the  promise  'A  lu ta  cont inua '

newspaper on Wednesday.
Apar theid was a lso an important

c c m p o n e n t  o f  t h e  e u l o g y  a n d  D o s
Santos said that  Ìv Íachel  had " faÌ len in
the st ruggle against  apar theid" .

He saìd: "You always fought against
apar theid.  You understood apar theid
as a problem for all humanity because
you perceived that  what  is  at  s take in
South Afr ica is  the very def in i t ion of
humani ty .

"You had a deep loath ing for  the
r a c i s t  s y s t e m .  Y o u  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e
destruction of apartheid would be the
l iberat ion of  the ent i re  South Afr ican
people, of both the oppressed majoriry

and of  the whi te minor i ty ,  impr isoned
behind the bars of  fear  that  they
themselves have bui l t .

"You therefore used to say that only
w h e n  a l l  r e a c h e d  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e
mounta in of  equal i ty  would they be
able to see the beauty of their country
and of the South African people,"

D o s  S a n t o s  d i d  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y
b lame South Afr ica for  the crash but
he d id say:  "Voices f rom around the
rvor ld ,  vo ices f rom Afr ica,  vo ices
from all the continents are reaching us
b y  t h e  m i n u t e .  V o i c e s  i n  r e  v o l t ,
seeking the enemy that stole you from
your f r iends."

A f t e r  t h e  F r o n t l i n e  s u m m t t  o n
W e d n e s d a y ,  Z a m b i a n  P r e s i d e n t
K e n n e t h  K a u n d a ,  c h a i m a n  o f  t h e
Front l ine s tates,  repeated the bel ie f
that  South Afr ica was responsib le for
the crash,  but  speci f ica l ly  exc luded
Mozambique from that view.

H e  s a i d  t h e  M o z a m b i c a n
government was waiting first for the
outcome of the official investigation.

"We have not been impressed by the
crocodi le  tears of  the two Bothas.
How do you expect them to mourn our
colleagues when they have no love for
their fellow men of colour."

The predominant view in Maputo is

that South Africa constructed a decoy
b e a c o n  o r  u s e d  s o p h i s t i c a t e d
techonology to lure the p lane of f
course.

At a press conference this week the
chief  meteoro logis t  o f  Mozambique,
Sercio Ferreira, said that the weather
was good shonly before the crash.

The Soviet  crew.  had landed at
NÍaputo airport 65 times, 70 percent
of  them at  n ight ,  and had a tota l  o f
38 625 f ly ing hours.

Ì r , Íost  exper ienced was the radio
operator ,  Shol ipov AnatoÌy ,  u 'ho had
14 370 f ly ing hours.  They had been
the president's crew for 1 8 months.
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