Nairobi, Friday, October 17, 1986

To let Machel go
would be tragic

The latest reports from Maputo stiggest that the bloody war
of -attrition between President Samora. Machel’s:Frelimo
Governmerit and the right-wing . gueérrilla® - Mozambique
Resistance Movement (MNR), led by ‘Alfonso- ‘Dhlakamas,
may have hit the home stretch.

And ‘the' gleeful hoots emnnatmg from the guerrillas’
camps imply that the MNR is about to emergé ds the victor
in this 11-year-old crv1l conflict that rates as one of Africa’s
bldodiest and most: protracted, though Teast publicised.-It
has occasxoned ‘astronomical losses:in human and fittanéial
terris in‘ah alré ady poverty-stricken country.

No upholder of the tenets of human rxghts and freedom
can: applaud the-latest tum of. eventsrin.that.war-scarred
countryy “Thig is especxally trué since it 38 common
knowledge that the waris not.in the interests of the citizens

of Mozambique, ifréspective of what the uetrillas may say
they are frghtmg for

The war i$ a strand in the convoluted vortex of interests
at'play in the. Southern part of Africa. More precxsely, it is
being fed by the besieged racist regime in Pgetoria seeking a
strategic base from” which to intensify its obnoxious acts of
destabilisation agamst its nelghbours

Mozambrque, through its crucial “Béira corridor”; of-
fers Zambia). Zrmbabwe and ‘Botswana alternative foreign
traderoutes’ This could effectively sever: the’ deadly
stranglehold {he. racists haveover thesé:three :Frontliné
states::The. Boers’ willi, therefore, do all in-their- power to
topple the popularly fnandated regime of Mr. Machel aiid; m
his_pldce; put & puppet ‘answeérable to Pretoria and —.via
rerhote ¢ontrol = to Washmgton

The MNR has no political ideology whatever:and’its.
argument “that it sécks:to remstltute tribal chiefs i in ‘place’of
the current. political;commissars’ graphically “serves tg
rllustrate its reactlonary vision.

This notwithstanding, the MNR has amply proyved that
it is:a-highly. resilient guerrilla orgamsatron that can match
Mr Mathel’s forces. The MNR has done_ it before dnd its
successes-have led it to Helieve that-one nore offensive is all
that it requires to subdue Frélimo.

The questron is: Should this be allowedto happen? Are
African states.gsing fo allow President- Mackiel’ ‘to fall and;
with him, all the successes that hdve recently-been 5cored
against | tHe racists?

Itisa strangely umque African-phenomenon that:while
all efforts. are. drrected in~a" giveny direction,: ‘Gther§>are
actwer engaged in sabotaging’ these. efforts: ‘Malawi’ has
cast its lot; with the racists’and wants; to see.the latter's
hegemony in thé Southern Africa region.

But. Zrmbabwe ‘has.not. Its oral condemnation-of the
South' African;regime in"international forums is; mamfested
by physical combat-at.home:; “Apart’ from havmg e 'repulse
attacks on its territory; it now has-12 000- troops in-active
engagement agamst the’ MNRmsxde Mozamblque.

It:is ‘this truly* heroicsdeed that we applaud -and we
exhort all othér'¢ountries to‘emulate’it. To sit'on-the fence
and later condemn-developménts in that part of the‘contl-

nent is like watching an errant boy. break the egg'and moan
later when he starts killing'thé chicks,

It has been said before and_ we'say:it again.-The situa-
tions™ in. Southern Afrrca, of “‘Which. the Mozambican
drlemma is a factor, cannot just be wished away. It has to be
fought off: So:the” current cowardly,lethargy has 't becast
off to~ prevent Mr"Machel’sdownfall. For;if he .goes -the

hand ‘of -time in South: Africa willthavé beén tirned back
full circle.




