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liozembique faces its gravest hour of peril since its independence from
Portuguese rule in 1974, The rebel [Mozambique National Resistance (Renamg has

overrun at least a dozen important touns in the border ereas with Zambia and lMalewi

end, more criticelly, tszken the stretegic btridee zcross the Zembesi river which

fAlthough the [N} stands no chance of overthrouwing the Frelimo Covernment of

P-eeident Samorc fiechel, it cen hope to echieve twc mejor ocbjectives unless

litery aid is cuickly rusiied into iiczembigue to contzin and then
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cefect Renzamol's now offensive.

First, Rencnc can hope to win and held enouoh ground in the north of the
country to esteblish @ rivel covernment; but for this to succeed it will require
effective militcry aild frem Scuth Africe. Splitting the country in twc hzs been
¢ loneo-stending cbjective of Renano.

malke the gererel cccurity situation so dangerous thet liechel
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will be forced to accept most of nNenacmo's terms {or entering into a coalition
covernment as the price for ending the fighting. Thic objective has tihe open

bogizing of the Pretorie regine.

s}

Tre cremetic breaiitarough by Renamo ie blered by Fresident Fachel on collusion
betueen . South Africe and Maleul. Botis these governmente deny his charges.
Eviderce in support of Mechel's accusations is tc be found in the sequsl of gvents

lezding up te Renzmo's successful offensive.
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On 11 Scptember, PFresident Machel, President Keunda of Zembia and Prime
Minister Robert [Muoebe of Zimbabwe made a demerche cn President Benda at a
meeting in his capital, Liloncus. They demended the immediate expulsion of
all Renamo ferces from [Melawi territory, feiling which cocunter-measures would
be talen azpainst Malawi, which could include a cut—-off of his lines of

comnunicaticn and the placement of a baltery of missiles zlong his border.

Llthough Banda continued to deny the charge that Renamo was allowed to a
meintain bases on his territory, he agreed to establish 2 joint security
commissicn with [Mozambicue.

On 17 September he sent a 16-men delegation to Meputo to begin talks aboud®

estezblishing such a commission., On the same day Rename launched its offensivel’

Sore reports claim that as many zs 10,000 Renamo activiets and supporters crossed

[1e

nto the zzrder provinces of [lance znd Tete; it is impossible to deiermine how

neny of these were armed ouerillas ond hou many were civilians. Jhet 1s certain

ie thet the etteckers heod come from Malaui, A

There cre two possible exclenations for the timino of the offensive. The ”

Tirst is thet it wee the stort of the rainy seacon which Tevour cuerilla
operetione; and the second is thet, feced with Dr. Sznde's orders that the
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Remamo presernce he -enoved from ficlawi, its lecters ciese to laupch a full
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evelopnent in the secuence ci events wes Pretorie's

cecction in lcte Aupust to ¢ landmine exnlesion on the ﬁozembique;South African
beorder wnich wounded eix Sfi eoldierc. Pretoric clecined the lendmine wes planted
oy R insurzpente operetinc out cf {lozombicue. This inzident wezec the

on of a series of complainis by Pretcria thet the AT head been allousd
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re~cstetliish ite presence in lMozambicue in contravention of the WNkomati Accord
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Ais @n immedizte reprisal, Pretoria announced it would no longer allow

[iozambican micrants tc be recruited for work on SA mines and farms. But it still
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insisted that this did not mean scrapping the Hkomati Accord which, by then, had
been virtuelly eroded a2s a -esult of 18 months of complaints by Machel ‘that the

o
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SA militery hed never, in fact, honoured its side of the agreement to stop aiding

Renamo.
»

lfechel claimed that the landmine had been planted by the SA army in order
to provide & pretext for renewing attacks on [ozembique and to cover up support for-
AENamno. His clzim seems improbable since it is unlikely that the SA army would

have been so clumsy as to plant a landmine that would blow up its own men.

In mid-August, Mozambique's security service clzimed that aircraft identical

with those wnich had supplied Renamo before the Hkomati Acecord was signed were

czin lending on runways in lManica province with supplies for Renamc.
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Deniels by [ozambicue that it hes &lloued the return of an ALC presence ere
rejected by Pretoria, Its werninos sbout the intentions of tihe & ermy, unless

stands ready
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to l2unch & full-scele military offensive sgainst Mozambigue.

N

So, by the time ofi the 17 September offensive, relaticns betveen Si, lelaui
cno ozambique were severely streiped, But whet is the evidence that the Sk

The pure’y circumstentiel evidence is thei elements in the SA military hed

continuecd tc naintzin contect with fenanc end sunpliec it with essentiel motecicl

et there hcd been bresches ©

C

s effcris to troy and persuade fencmo

pert of 1
necotiztions over endine the fightinc. . This explanction has not satisfied
noo iz it consistent with one of Pretoriels zdoiesions that & §4 submeripe hed
ilanded supplies on the lozambigue coest since the Accerd uas signed.

It ic en open secret that important elements in the SA% army were unhappy about

-

o7 their ally,

the sigring of the ikemeti fccord, wiich they secw s 2 betraya

Rencic. Sone of these elements have had tc be disciplined by the Defence fiinister,
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Gen [ialcn rfac admitied that the zrmy had

acilitates thz return of lencno forces out of S\ uith their eguirment, but he

clains that this uzs done befare the Accord uwas Tinally signed. Scme of these

Desrite O- Bende's reneated denials thero is straong avidence to show that

'

2ncmo has ceoen gpe-ating Trom cemss in faloul which uere supposed to houseo

~glunees wito nad Tled Toom the droucht in [lozambicue and to escape being cesught
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Since Helaui and 54 main

tounist t-affic hetueen tihe tuwo countries tihere are no oostacles
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That
three Whitcs were geen to be present whan a Nenamo brigade attecked Lioma in

5@ migihi neve been Scouth Africans or

But an offensive such as that launched by Renamo on 17 September could only
have succeeded if its forces had adeguate arms.  The natural suspicion is that

theze came from SA.

Yhatever the truth in these murlky depths of clandestine wartare, the present
situation seens to merk the formal end of the 30 months of uneasy relations betuween
flasuts and Pretoria since the signing of the [lkomati Accord. Once Preftoria believe

as it clearly does, that the A!C is agein onerating in Mozembique and sinde it will

no longer feel bound %o observe the letter, let alone the spirit, of the Accord,

ts obvious defence posture will be tc resume its support for Renamoc.
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This is certeainly the view taken by the leaders of the six Frontline States
when thoy met last week in Maruto, and wien Kaunda and {lugabe met again in Harare

this week. In their view, [lozambique now stands in urgent need of external
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military a2id to confront the Renemo-SA offensive. Zimbabue hes mainteained an
estimated militery force of €,000 men in Mozambique since mid-1985, But it is
felt that additional forces are necessary. The question is where they will come

from.
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e Fan-African force; but the
doubt is whether there is time for such a force to be despatched quickly, civen the

logisticel weaknesses of most African armies.

The Frontline leaders are convinced that Pretoria's present strztegy is to
ureck any prospect of the border countries ending their dependence on
communicatiors through SA by improving the road and rail links to the sea through

Mozambigue, which hes attracted £400 m of internatiopal aid.

oria the hauls now rule the roost because of Sils mood of determipztion
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Lo resist external pressures exercised throuch the interneiionzl p

D

sanctions ancd the stcte of security inside the countzy. The hauks ere alsec in a

nooc to flex their nuscles aceirst the Froeontiine Stestes to dermonstrate that 5 is nou

All tihese fTectors combinc to intensify the dengercus situction which has arisen
in Fozanbicue and which confT-onte the Frontline leaders with  the . serious
threctened

chcllence of hou to zescue tieir/cclieague,




