
Avalanche?
Or another
shower
of pebbles ?
P A ' f t : l l C K  L A U R E t I C E  r e p o r t s

WIIE- I ' I tEI {  Nl , . lzanrb ique is  caught  in
a  t r r r o r  o f  i t s  o w n  n r a k i r r q  a n d  i s  o n
i h e  b r i r r k  o f  c o l l a p s e .  a s  s u g g c s t e d  o n
t e l e v i s i o n  b y  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  D e f e n c c
l " l in is ter  lv lagrrus Nla l rn,  is  a nrat rer  o l
d  i s p u  t e .

N l r l , r n ' s  d i l q n o s i s  u r r d  h i s  w : r r n i n g
t o  l v { o z - a m b i q u e  t o  c h o o s c  p c a c e
b e f o r e  i t  i s  t o o  l a t e  -  h i s  s e c o n d  s u c h
* ' a r n i n g  i n  t h e  p a s t  r v c e k  -  c a m e
a r n i d  r e p o r l s  o f  h c a v y  t i e h t i n g  i n  t h e
N l o z a n r b i c a r r  c i v i l  r v a r  a n d  o f  t h e
c a p t u r .  b y  R c n a n r o  r c b c l s  o f  s e v e r a l
t o * , n s  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  r c g i o n s  o f  t h e
c o u n t r y .

I { e j e c t i n g  a c c u s a t i o n s  b y  t h e
N I c z - : r r n b i r l u c  g o ! ' r n t n t c l t t  t h a t  S o u t h
A f i  i c a  * ' a s  a i d i n g  t h  j  r c b e l s  a n d
c o n c J n l r a t i n l  t r o o p s  c n  i t s  b c , r d e r s
rv i th  i t loz; rnrb iquc,  I r l l l ln  chr lgcd that
l . I o z a i n b i q u e ' s  F r c l i n l o  q o v e r n m e n t

w a s  ' ' s u f f e r i n g  
f r , r m  p r o p a l a n d a

hy 's tc  r ia" .

I [ . :  a d d e d :  ' ' W l r r t  
c r : r c r g e s  c i e a , l y  i s

t i r : t  N l o z a n r b i r l u e  i :  h o v c . r i n g  o n  t h e
L ' r i n k  o f  c o l l r p - s c . "

A !  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  a n  o f l ' i c i a l  i n
N l o z a m b i q u e  s p o k e  o i  a  " m a s s i v e
S o u t h  A f r i c a n  s u r r o J t t c  i n l , a s i c n  o f
n o r t h - c e n t r a l  l 4 o z a n r l r i q u e  f r o m
tr ' la l , rwian bases" .

I {e  repor tedly  couf i r rned the fa l l  o f
t w o  t o w n s  -  N i r r : a r l r a  i n  T e t e
p r o v i n c e  a n d  l . l i l l n g e  i r r  Z a m b e z i r
p r o v t n c e  -  t o  R e n a m c  r e b e l s ,  r h u s
i m p l i c i r l y  c o n c e d i n g  t h a r  t h e  s i r u a t i o n
was grave.

B u t ,  c a u t i o n e d  a  k n o r v l e d g e a b l e
o b s e r v e r ,  t h e  l o s s  o f  a  f e r v  r o w n s  o r
harn lets  does not  i tse l f  presage the fa l l
o f  S a m o r a  N l a c h e l ' s  F r e l i m o
q o v e r n m e n t .  F r e l i m o ' s  h o l d  o n  p a r t s
of  Nlozambique was a l rv lys shaky and
the capture by rebels  of  a  torvn or  lwo
i s ,  h e  s a i d ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  f i r s t
pebble i r r  the avalanche.

O n l y  3 0  m o n r h s  a g o  t h e  S o u r h
A f r i c a n  a n d  l i 4 o z a n t b i c i l n  g o v e r n -
m c n t s  a r r d  R c n a m o  -  a n d  t h e
f o l l o * , i r g  p h r a s e :  " ' f l r e i r  p r e s e n c e
h e r e  s i g n i f i e s  r h e i r  a s s e n r  l h e r e t o . "

' l ' h c y  
a g r e e d  n o t  t o  a l l 0 w  r h e i r

t c r r i t o r i c s  t o  b e  u s e d  b y  r c b c l s  f o r
a t t r c k s  o n  o r r e  a n o t h c r  -  r n e a n i n g ,
c o n c r e t e l y ,  t h e  w i t h d r a r v a l  o f
N l o z a m b i c a n  s u p p o r t  [ o r  t h e  A f r i c a n
N a r i o n a l  C o n g r e s s  a n d  o f  S o u t h
Afr ican backing for  Renamo.

B u t  r h e  i n k  w a s  h r r d l y  d r y  o n  t h e
p a c t  w h e n  N { o z a n r b i q u e  b e g a n  t o
c o m p l a i n  t h a t  t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n

D e f e n c e  F o r c e  -  o r ,  a t  a n y  r a t e ,
s e c t i o n s  o f  i l  -  l v e r e  n o t  h o n o u r i n g
t n e  a g r e e m e n t .

S o u t h  A f r i , : a ' s  l l o v c r n o r s  s t r o n g l y
d e n i e d  t h e s e  c h a r g u s .  B u t  t h e y
inrp l ic i t ly  corrceded that  rhere may be
s o m e  s u b s t a n c e  t o  t h e m  w h e n  t h e y
t r a n s f e r r e d  u n n a m e d  o f f i c e r s  f r o m
cirmps ne ar  the Nlozambique border .

P re to r i a ' s  ob jec t i ve  now
is  to  rev ive i ts  ro le  as
peacemake r  and  t o

ushe r  i n  a  gove rnmen t
o f  na t i ona l  un i t y

D i p l o m a r i c  o b s e r v e r s  i n  S o u r h
Af r ica  suspecred rhar  rhe  SADF's
depar tmenr  o f  mi l i ta ry  in te l t igence
had retained contact with Renamo and
w a s  c o v e r r l y  s u p p o r t i n g  i t  i n
contravent. ion of the Nkomati Accord.

T h e s e  s u s p i c i o n s  d e e p e n e d  i n

M a g n u s  M a l a n ,  L o u i s  N e l  a n d  P i k  B o t h a  - M o z a m b i c a n  o b j e c t i v e s ?
A u g u s t  1 9 8 5  a f t e r  a  c o m b i n e d
I v l o z a m b i c a n - Z i m b a b w e a n  f o r c e
overran the main Renamo rebel  base
at  Corongosa.

T h e i r  h a u l  o f  c a p t u r e d  e q u i p m e n t
and documents inc luded the nocebooks
o f  t w o  s e c r e t a r i e s  o f  t h e  R e n a m o
l e a d e r ,  A l f o n s o  D h t a k a m a .  T h e
n o t e b o o k  c o n t a i n e d  e n t r i e s ,  p o i n t i n g
to contact  betrveen the rebels  and th l
S A D F  a f t e r  N k o m a r i ,  t h e  s u p p l y  o f
w e a p o n s  r o  R e n a m o  a n d  t h e  p e n d i n g
vis i t  to  Gorongosa of  the then-Deput i
i ' l in is ter  of  Fore ign Af fa i rs ,  Lbuis
N e l .

Renamo dismissed the notebooks as
f o r g e r i e s .  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  h o w e v e r .
a d m i t r e d  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  c o n r a c t  w i t h
R e n a m o  a n d  t h a t  N e l  h a d  v i s i t e d
C o r o n g o z a .  M a l a n  c o n c e d e d  t h a t
t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  t e c h n i c a l  c o n t r a -
vent ions of  the Nkonrar i  Accord.

B o t h  h e  a n d  N e l  i n s i s t e d  r h r t  r h e
contact  rv i th  Renamo hud taken p lace
r v i t h  t h c  k n o w l e d g e  o f  P r e s i d e n t
S a m o r a  l r , l a c h e l ' s  F r e l i m o
g o ve rn ment .

' Ihcy 
fur ther  contended that  the i r

purpose in  making the contacr  was to
help reconci le  the waning par t ies in
N { o z a m b i q u e  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t  o f
restor ing peace,  as agreed in  the
"Pretor ia  Declarat ion"  of  October  3.
r984.

In rhat declarat ion detegates of the
M o z a m b i q u e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d
Renamo agreed that armed confl ict
should cease in lvtozambique and the
South Afr ican goue*meni should be
requested  to  p lay  the  ro le  o f
peacemalier, a request to which South
Africa assented on the samc dav.

The declarat ion contained rhe names
of the representatives of the three
cont rac t ing  par t ies  -  the  South
A f r i c a n  a n d  M o z a m I i g a n
govemments and Renamo - and the
fol lorving phrase: "Their presence
here signif ies their assent rheieto."

Later, horvever, Renamo accused
the-  N lozambique government  o f
r e r u s l n g  t o  n e g o t i a l e  a n d
charac ter ised  the  South  Af r i can
governnment  as  an  "uncond i t iona l
a l l y "  o f  Mache l ' s .

Renamo's  op in ion  o f  Botha  on  tha t

o c c a s l o n  w a s
Renamo v ierv
s u p p o r t e r  i n
notebooks.

c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e
o f  h i m  a s  a  F r e l i m o

t h e  C o r o n g o z a

Aga ins t  tha t  was  another  en t ry  in
notebooks. Ic consisted of a reported
assurance f rom rhe  rhen-Ch ie f 'o f  the
SADF, Ceneral Constand Vil joen, to
Dh lakama,  de l i vered  by  Co lone l
Char les  van N iekerk  o f  mi l i ra ry
in te l  l i  gence.

I t  read in  pan:  "Renamo sr i l l  has
fr iends in rhe South Afr ican mil i tarv
. . .  I  h o p e  ( y o u )  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
diff f iculr ies which we South Afr ican
so ld ie rs  have w i th  our  po l i t i c ians . "

The d imry  ra ises  the  poss ib i l i r y  o f
the pursuit  of contradictory objecrives
by the Departmenr ol Foreisn Affairs
and thc  SADF,  o r  secr ions  o f  i t .  I r  i s  a
poss ib i l i t y  wh ich  is  taken ser ious ly  bv
some diplomats.

The a im o f  Fore ign  Af fa i rs  i s ,
according to the spl i t  objecrive rheory,
to reach an accord rvirh Nlachel bv
neut ra l i s ing  h im d ip lomat ica l l y .  Bu t
the mil i tary, ir  is conjectured, want to
topple him or, at the least, prevent
h im f rom bu i ld ing  up  a  s rab le  and
prosperous Marxist srate by using
Renamo as a destabl ising agent.

Perhaps more simply i t  is a bit  oi
carrot and st ick, with the Department
of Foreign of Affairs oft l i ins the
canor and rhe military using thjstick
- and the State Security Counci l ,  on
which  bo th  Fore ign  Mrn is te r  Botha
and Defence Minister lvfalan serve.
synchronising their effo(s.

Judging from a brief ing given by a
top government off icial,  pretoria's
objective now is to revive its role as a
peacemaker in Mozambique and to
usher in a Frel imo-Rertamo govem-
m e n t  o f  n a t i o n a l  u n i t y  i n
lvlozambique.

But  whatever  the  rea l i t y ,  the
rebell ion in lvtozambique appears to
have acqu i red  i [ s  own mon len tum.
The mi l i ta ry  who,  i r  has  been
acknowledged in  par l iament ,  used
R e n a m o  b e f o r e  N k o m a t i  a s  a
des tab i l i s ing  fo rce  may have los t
control of their own asent.

I t  cou ld  be  a  tex tbook  case o f
rniscalcrrlated r ealpo I it ik.




