
Samora Machei  and ANC members in
Maputo have f led to  a  nearby is land
have been d isrn issed in  the c ip i ta l  as
absurd,  though there ar .e  lears  ihar  the
Sou th  A f r i can  au tho r i t i es  may  be
us ing  such  c l a ims  ro  p repa re  rhe
ground for  a  mi l i ta ry  in tervent ion.

The reacc ion in  Nlaputo to  recent
c l a i m s  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  r h a r  t h e
Fre l imo government  has los t  cont ro l
of the situation and is about ro fai l ,  and
that Machel has f led to rhe island of
Inhaca, has begn one of zlmusement.

Over the past week r\ lapuro l isteners

h a v e  b e e n  r r e a t i n g  t h e  S A B C ' s
Portuguese broadcasts l tcc as sorrrces
of  news but  as comedy programmes,
so  removed  i s  t he  Sou th  A f r i can
of f ic ia l  image of  Mozanrb ique f rom
che real iry.

But there is also concern in the citv
that the depict ion of a r\ Iozambiou!
dissolving into chaos could be used to
legit imise, at least in rhe eyes of white
Sou th  A f r i can  op in i on ,  a  d i r ec t
mi l i ta ry  in tervent ion,  r . r ,h ich might
even be depic ted as , , rescu i i ! "

I - t  .

Y v e n o ttce d Nrfti:$i,H"$;lllihr::;
Nlozambique f rom disinteerarion.

T w o  r a i l r v a y  l i n e s  i n  s o u t h
Mozambique were saboraqed ear l ie r
this week. A bridge was blown on the
Limpopo l ine,  l ink ing i \ . lapuro ro
Z i m b a b w e  o n  M o n d a y ,  i n d  o n
Wednesday a mine derai led a goocls
train travel l ing from lvlapuro to South
Africa.

Desp i t e  i nc i den ts  l i ke  rh i s ,  t he
mil i tary situacion in rhe soLrrh is more
or  less under  cont ro l ,  w,h i le  in  the
centre of the country the crucial Beira

c o r r i d o r  l i n k i n g  l a n d i o c k e d
Z imbabwe  ro  rhe  I nd ian  Ocean  i s
reasonab l y  secu re ,  t hanks  t o  t he
presence of  some 6 000 Z imbabwean
troops.

Fur ther  nor th  the s i tuar ion is  much
more ser ious.  Here lv lozambique is
f ac ing  wha t  r he  c l r a i rman  o i  t he
Front l ine s ta tes,  Zarnb ian p i .es ident
Kenne th  Kaunda ,  ca l l cd  "an  a t t ack
launched by N, la lawi  f rom i ts  orvn
te r r i t o r y ,  suppo r ted  by  b : rnd i t s  and
supported by Sourh A[r ica".

The resu l t  o f  the nerv  push by the
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t h e  b o r d e r  t o w n  o f  N l i l l n g e  i n
Z a r n b c z i a ,  a n d  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f
l v l u ta ra ra  D i s t r i c t ,  a  na r row  s t r i p  o f' fe te  

Prov i r rce bctwecn thc Nla lurv ian
f ror r t ie r  ar rd  the Ztnbcz i  I t ivcr .

The Nlozarnb ican arnty  sLrccess iu l ly
defended the tolv'n of Namitrroi in the
nor th-east  o f  Zambezia  a f rer  a  three-
d ly  bat t le  against  an f tenarr io  group

Secur i ty  Nl in is ter  Serg io  V ie  i ra  has
rvarned that one commando group has
al ready been in f i l t ra ted across the
border .

' f he re  
was  no  con f i rma t i on  i n

Nlaputo yesrerday of reports that t l re
Br i t ish  government  had agrced to  arm
a n d  t r a i n  a n  e l i t e  f o r c e  o f
lv lozambican so ld iers  to  defend the
n o r t h e r n  r a i l  l i n k ,

A repor t  yesrerday f rom Aim,  the
semi -o f f i c i a l  Mozamb ican  agency ,
argued thar  one ob ject ive o f  a  South
Afr ican ra id  might  be the e l iminat ion
of  Nlachel  h imsel f ,  The ar t ic le  noted
that  the South Af r ican mi l i ta ry  rvere
ins i s ten t l y  t r y i ng  t o  l i nk  an  a l l eged
ANC mi l i ta ry  presence in  lv {ozam-
b ique  no t  w i t h  t he  govc rnmen t  i n
gene ra l ,  bu t  spec i f i ca l l y  r v i t h  t he
person of the president.Weekly Mail, 17-23 October 1986, p.1, 3




