
A Frontline wrist-sla for Zaue's Mobutu

Zaire 's president  Mobutu
Sese Seko

THREE Front l ine  s ta le  leaders  a re
due to  meet  Pres ident  ] r4obutu  Sese
Seko a t  the  rveekend 1o  q ,a rn  h im
against continued Zairean support for
Un i ta  fo rces  opera t in !  aga ins t  the
IT4PLA government in Angola.

T h c  m e e t i n g  i s  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  i n
Lusaka on  Sunday,  accord ing  1o
Front l ine  s ta te  d ip lomat ic  sources .
Presidents Josd Eduardo dos Santos of
Angola, Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia
and Samora Machel of }r{ozambique
will u,arn lt{obutu that failure to end
suppor t  fo r  Un i ta  cou ld  mean
neighbouring states cutt ing Zaire's
transport roules to South Afr ican
ports and railu,ay systems.

A s ign i f i can t  por t ion  o f  Za i re 's
trade passes through South Afr ican
por ts ,  bu t  must  f i r s t  t raverse
neighbouring black Afr ican states,
notably Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Mobutu's previous undertakings to

B y  H O W A B D  B A R R E L L ,  H a r a r e

end support for Unita have come to
nothing, according to these diplomatic
sources, a:nd ',',aire 

has continued to
provide transir for Unita f ighters, as
u,el l  as American and South Afr ican
aid to Jonas Savimbi.

Sunday 's  rneet ing  represents  a
furlher attempt by the Frontline states
to force renega.de black Afr ican states
into l ine in preparation for what is
v iewed as  an  impend ing  major
confrontat ion r, , i th Pretoria.

In mid-Septr,mber, Kaunda, lr{achel
and Zimbabu,e Prime [4inister Robert
Mugabe visi tr :d Malawi to read the
riot act to Pre sident Kamuzu Banda
over his conl inued support for rhe
South Afr icarr-backed Mozambioue
national resistance forces (Renanro)
f i g h t i n g  M o z a m b i q u e ' s  F r e l i m o
government.

P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  F l o b e r t  M u g a b e

They tkeatened a t rade b lockade of
l a n d l o c k e d  M a l a w i ,  m u c h  o f  w h o s e
trade u, i rh  South Af l ica is  t ransponed
b ; ,  r o a d  t h r o u g h  Z i m b a b u , e  a n d
n o r l h u , e s t e r r r  l v l o z a m b i q u e ,  a n d
M a c h e l  d i r e c t l y  t h r e a t e n e d  w a r .
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  r h e  r a i l w a y  l i n e  r o
the nor thern Mozambican por t  o f
N a c a l a ,  w h i c h  i r o n i c a l l y  s e r v e s

m a i n l y  M a l a u , i ,  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e
ob jec t ives  beh ind  th is  meet ing .  A
second was lo improve the security of
t h e  v i t a l  M u r a r e - B e i r a  c o r r i d o r ,
wh ich  car r ies  road,  ra i l  and  fue l
pipel ine faci l i t ies betu,een Zimbabrr,e
and the Mozambican oort.

This Sunday's me.i ing bel*,een rhe
three Frontl ine leaders and Moburu
wil l  be designed to create condir ions
in which the Benguela rai lway l ine,
which has been badly affected by
Uni ta  and Sourh  Af r i can  mi l i ra ry
a c t i o n ,  c a n  b e  r e h a b i l i t a t e d  a n i
brought back into full operation. The
line stans at the Zambian copperbelt,
oasses through southem Zaire and
emerges  a t  the  Ango lan  por t  o f
Benguela, just sourh of Lobito. I t  wi l l
be another of the Frontline sutes' vital
transport arteries in what is viewed by
those count r ies  as  an  inev i tab le
sanctions and trade war with Sourh
Africa.
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