Renamo controls

biggest

"LONDO}M, — Renamo gueril-
- las in Mczambique now con-

trol the entire lower Zambezi

-valley and only Zimbabwean
troops are keeping open the
vital road link between
Malawi and Zimbabwe, ac-
cording to reports published
here yesterday. .
. The rebels have captured
" Key towns along the Malawi

. border and are nhow stronger

‘ in three central and northern
provinces than at any time in

the 10-vear war against

government troops, the In-
dependent newspaper said

in a report frem Tete.
“Frelimo, while consoli-

dating its hold on the south-

ern provinces of Gnza and In-
hamubane, has lost effective
control of much of the prov-
inces of Zambezia, Tete and
Ngnhern Sosala,” it report-
ed. -

Mos! of the region's roads
have been cut and the dis-
trict capital of Milange fell to
a 20 000-man MNK army on
October 8. Ot September 23 a

force of several hundred

guerillas routed 1500
government troops from the
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district of Mutarara in Tete
province, sending 50 000 ci-
vilians and at least 1 000 sol-
diers fleeing into Malawi.

The report quoted a wit-
ness as saying: “They ramn,
The Frelimo soldiers just
disappeared.”

The report said 600 Zim-
babwean (roops were keep-
ing open the road link be.
(ween Blantyre and llarare,
which cuts through the Tete
province of Mozambique.

It said poor logistics con-
tinued to plague the 40 000.
man Frelimo army. -— Sapa



